
Friday, July 01

12:00 pm

California, Opening Ceremonies

The con chair will bring out the large wooden badger containing... Wait. Wrong movie. Ahem. Join con chair Glenn Glazer as he introduces our Guests of Honor: Patricia McKillip, Phil & Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.

Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth


1:00 pm

Crystal, Body Mods: Expanding the Senses

It's already possible to alter human senses with gadgets and implants: a magnet under the skin on your fingertip lets you sense magnetic fields; divers can have orientation sensors send data via their tongues. Will new modes of sensory input be the killer app for body modification?

Bobbie DuFault (M), Jaym Gates


Empire, Children's Programming Opens at 2pm

We're opening at 2pm, so please check in and see what we have planned for the weekend.


Gold, Harder and Harder SF

Stories with a strong affinity for real science are thought to define the SF genre but it's a definition that seems to changed radically in the last couple of decades. What stories, considered "hard" SF today, are stretching the meaning into new shapes for tomorrow?

Art Bozlee, Barry Gold, Kevin Andrew Murphy, G. David Nordley, Ben Yalow (M)


Regency Ballroom 1, Steampunk As Creative Anachronism

Writers of fiction and re-enactors inspired by the Age of Steam often pay close attention to the technology and fashion, but what about the way the characters think and behave? To what extent do characters remain faithful to Ninteenth Century thought processes, beliefs and understandings about the world around them? How can a modern writer or re-enactor develop characters that are as realistic as possible while still being pragmatic in the modern world?

Thomas Badillo, Norm Sperling (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska


Valley, Anthropormorphic Appeal

Panelists discuss the appeal of anthropomorphics to them, as well as answer audience questions about resources.

Gene Armstrong, Andrew Clark (M)


2:30 pm

California, History of Airships

Panelists discuss the history of flight and airships, including the recent resurgence of Zeppelins.

Gene Forrer


Crystal, History Is Written By The Winners

How much of what we know about history may be wrong? (How did we find out it was wrong?)

Jay Hartlove (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Dave Smeds, Milt Stevens, Dave Trowbridge


Empire, Steampunk Goggle Creation

Let's make your very own set of goggles to match with any outfit you have or want made from cups, foamie, brads, pipe cleaner, and more.


Gold, Queer Representations in Speculative Fiction

How are non-heterosexual relationships and non-binary gender identities represented in speculative fiction? Where is it done best, and where is the genre lacking? A survey of representations, both good and bad, across all speculative fiction media: books, films, TV and comic books.

Kyle Aisteach, Gene Armstrong, D. M. Atkins (M), M. Christian, Kory Doyle


Regency Ballroom 1, Getting Edgy

While fantasy used to center around noble and good-hearted heroes, a growing subgenre of recent years has celebrated a less savory breed of protagonist. Knights and wizards-in-training are giving way to thieves, assassins, mercenaries and cutthroats. What is the appeal of this form of anti-hero, and what are its origins? How does changing the protagonist alter the kind of story you are able to tell?

Sarah Mazel Beebe, Valerie E. Frankel, Gabrielle Harbowy, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M)


Regency Ballroom 2, Science, Technology, and Law

Once upon a time, radio and television were radical inventions. With the advent of the Internet, email, instant messaging and social media have taken the forefront in social and cultural change. Have they caused revolutions or just sped up the inevitable change?

Ctein (M), David Friedman, Anders Hudson, Brad Templeton, Michael Ward


Valley, Tricks and Tips for Better GMing

Part writer, part director, part politician, part cat-herder, a game master has to orchestrate a pretty complex system to run a good RPG. From worldbuilding to creating atmosphere, game masters share the techniques that make players say "That was awesome!" and discuss resources like Tracy & Curtis Hickman's Xtreme Dungeon Mastery. Learn how to identify different types of players, get players to share the work of worldbuilding, find/build props (useful in tabletop campaigns as well as LARPs), and much more.

Glenn Glazer (M), Mike Stern


4:00 pm

California, Costuming on a Budget

How to use thrift shops and scavenging techniques to make a costume, and how you can make an inexpensive item mimic an expensive one.

Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Sandy Manning (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska


Crystal, Book View Café

Book View Café started as a cooperative to make the authors' out-of-print books from major houses available to a new generation of readers, but it has since expanded to original publishing. Book View Café members and co-authors talk about the cooperative.

Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), Chaz Brenchley, Deborah Ross, Dave Trowbridge


Empire, Button Making for Kids

Make your very own button, key chain, and other cool items with the button maker and parts.


Gold, Your Local Library: Fortress of Solitude or Last Best Hope?

The role of libraries in fostering YA fantasy and science fiction is essential. But in these days of cost-cutting, are libraries still able to help in the way they were when we were kids? If not, what can we do to help raise the next generation of fan readers?

Jaym Gates, Jay Hartlove (M), Randy Smith


Regency Ballroom 1, Role of SF in Higher Education

Trying to reach our students and keeping material exciting can be a challenging venture. Many of us don't want to teach courses in a traditional way, but instead would like to include new methods and alternative ways of explaining material. Using examples that students can relate to can help their understanding and make material more fun. Discussion focuses on how faculty can incorporate SF/F into their curriculum to enhance student learning.

John DeChancie, Bobbie DuFault (M), Daryl Frazetti


Regency Ballroom 2, I Forgot To Get A Real Job!

Changing technology and a retooled economy have redefined the world of work. Your father may have been employed 40 years at the same factory, but your life will be quite different. What tools do people need to keep working today? What changes should people be preparing for?

Kyle Aisteach, James C. Glass (M), Bill Thomasson, Karen Williams


Valley, What Is Filk?

An introductory panel on what filk is all about.

Barry Gold, Moira Greyland (M), Allison Lonsdale


5:30 pm

California, Why Bad SF Movies are so Good

Sometimes the car wrecks of SF movies are terrible but we can't take our eyes off them. Panelists discuss the best of the worst. 

Leigh Ann Hildebrand (M), Daniel Kimmel


Crystal, New Monsters

Tired of vampires, zombies and weres? The time is ripe to introduce an iconic new evil in fiction. What's the next big monster to claim the popular imagination? How do you create a captivating monster?

Valerie E. Frankel, Anders Hudson, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M), Karen E. Taylor


Gold, Death and Rebirth of the Short Story Market

For decades, the number of published short stories was in a steady decline. With electronic publishing, that trend has reversed, but is the number of high-quality short fiction stories published on the rise? Panelists discuss their impressions of the state of the market.

James C. Glass, Dave Smeds, Randy Smith (M)


Regency Ballroom 2, The Plight of Female Superheroes

Superman has starred in six feature films. Batman has starred in seven. Which super heroines might find as wide an audience, and why hasn't it already happened?

Tom Galloway (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Wanda Kurtcu


Valley, Fan Editors Panel

Fanzines have different audiences, frequencies, means of distribution, and editorial attitudes. Editors explain why they publish a fanzine. Thinking of publishing a fanzine? Encouraging words will be offered.

D. M. Atkins (M), John DeChancie, Tom Digby, Chris Garcia, Robert Hole, Kevin Roche


7:30 pm

Regency Ballroom 1, Meet the Guests

Come meet our Guests of Honors Patricia McKillip, Phil and Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.  Mingle with our program participants.  Buy them drinks and listen to great stories and bad jokes.  Hosted by Chairman Glenn Glazer.

Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth


Regency Ballroom 2, Regency Dance

The English Regency was just over a decade, but it has had a broad influence on everything from literature to music and dance. Don't worry if you don't know the steps—expert John Hertz will teach you as he calls the dances.

John Hertz


10:00 pm

Crystal, Erotica in SF

How far back does erotic content go in science fiction? Panelists discuss the history of erotica in science fiction as well as current trends in the subgenre.

D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Dave Smeds, Jean Marie Stine (M)



Saturday, July 02

10:00 am

California, Getting Your First Professional Sale

Panelists discuss getting their first professional writing sale and impart tips and tricks they learned along the way.

Jeff Carlson, James C. Glass, Erin Hoffman, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M)


Club Regent, Rethinking SETI

Current issues and controversies in the Search for Extra-terrestrial Intelligence include: Should we send messages ourselves? New ideas about what we're looking for. New search strategies. Have we seen SETI beacons in the past and not realized it? How do we distinguish pulsars from SETI beacons?

M. Christian, G. David Nordley, Rudy Rucker, Brad Templeton (M)


Crystal, Current Hugo Nominees

Panelists discuss current Hugo and Campbell nominees, make their recommendations, and predict winners.

Chris Garcia, John Hertz (M), Randy Smith


Empire, Creating Kids Choice awards

Make your individual 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards for the artists


Gold, Alien Language

When we do hear from ETs, how will we interpret what they are saying? What assumptions can we safely make about common elements of language and communications? Do we want to let them know we received their message? How different could an alien language be, given that it still must communicate warnings and enable communication as human languages do?

Tom Digby, Daryl Frazetti, Patricia MacEwen (M), Dave Trowbridge, Juliette Wade


Regency Ballroom 1, Anime: Why Do We Love It?

What's new in the field, and what makes Anime so popular? How far has anime penetrated into global culture—and what is its future?

K.J Karvonen, Mo Starkey, Jason Stewart (M)


Regency Ballroom 2, Fantasy Houses with SF Furniture in Them

If there's magic in it, the book is fantasy, right? But what if the magical power is on tap like water and you pay a monthly bill to the city magic utility, as in Walter John Williams' Metropolitan? What if magic is described, studied, and practiced in the language of physics and software, as in Charles Stross' The Atrocity Archives? Is this a new genre, a hybrid genre, or still just fantasy?

Chaz Brenchley, Paul Carlson, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross (M)


Valley, Hard Shell Costuming

James Currie demonstrates making armor and castings.

James Currie


11:30 am

California, Future Westercons & Bids

Upcoming Westercons and bids present information about their conventions. The 2012 Westercon, ConClusion, will be held in Seattle. The bid for 2013 is for Portland, Oregon. The only current bid for 2014 is for Salt Lake City, Utah.

Gene Armstrong, Bobbie DuFault, Sharon Sbarsky (M), Andy Trembley


Club Regent, Why It Isn't Scary Anymore

The classic horror film ideas are not frightening to today's audiences. Is it still entertaining to be scared? Or are people only experiencing a jaded amusement from violence and special effects gore? Panelists discuss their ultimate horror films.

Jeff Carlson, Jay Hartlove (M), Wanda Kurtcu


Crystal, All-Time Greatest Comics

What constitutes an all-time great comic? Who gets to decide who the best ones are? Panelists discuss their criteria for "greatest" and what they think the ultimate comics are.

Tom Galloway, K.J Karvonen, Derek McCaw, Randy Smith (M), Mo Starkey


Gold, Bartitsu Martial Arts Demo

No one knows why Doyle misspelled the name of the art: concerned about copyright infringement, misheard the term, or simply quoted a London Times article from the previous year, titled "Japanese wrestling at the Tivoli," which had likewise misspelled Bartitsu as "baritsu." The cryptic reference has intrigued Holmesian scholars for years, and their various efforts to identify "the martial art of Sherlock Holmes" included bujutsu, sumo and (close, but no cigar) judo. "Baritsu" has taken on a life of its own, with other fictional heroes, including Doc Savage and the Shadow, initiated into its mysteries.

Thomas Badillo


Imperial Ballroom, Kids' Choice Awards

The kids of the convention go and give the artists in the Art Show their awards for best art according to them.

1st, 2nd and 3rd places to be decided by the kids.


Regency Ballroom 1, Masquerade Participant Meeting



Regency Ballroom 2, The Great Red Spot: Writers' Regrets

A writer is looking over his or her story in a magazine and suddenly realizes he or she left in a mistake - the sun rising on the wrong side of the planet, or Saladin ordering a ham sandwich. The 'Great Red Spot' is the mark left when the writer smacks himself on the forehead. Panelists confess their own errors-in-print, then share their methods for getting things as right as they possibly can.

Kyle Aisteach, Chaz Brenchley, John DeChancie, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy


Valley, From Hell to the Boardroom

The source of evil in horror stories used to be infernal; now it tends to be corporate. Is it a bad thing that corporations are the new bogeymen? What, if anything, are we missing with this change?

Paul Carlson, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, John Shirley, Jason Stewart (M), Dave Trowbridge


1:00 pm

Crystal, Birth and Death of Stars

The stars that speckle the sky have long fascinated humanity, but only in the past century have astronomers figured out how stars are born, live, and die. Now we can use this knowledge to address the question: Which stars near the Sun might have planets with intelligent life? Drawing on both the laws of stellar evolution and the latest discoveries of extrasolar planets, Harvard-trained astronomer Dr. Ken Croswell describes the lives of stars and the alien worlds they may support.

Dr. Ken Croswell


Empire, Steampunk Hats and Helmets

Taking simple hats and  making them have any number of Steampunk items that any explorer could need using simple hats, helmets, foamie, brads, pipe cleaners, ribbon, and more.


Gold, Putting the Cult in Culture

Burning Man, Renaissance Faires, and SF/F have a strong crossover—some people are more comfortable in the past, future, or an alternate world than the present. Can you build a lifestyle on escapism? Do you bring anything valuable from one group to the other, or to reality?

Andrew Clark, Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Kory Doyle, Daryl Frazetti, Allison Lonsdale (M)


Imperial Ballroom, Autographing Session


Patricia McKillip, Mike Shepherd Moscoe


Imperial Ballroom, Docent Tours: Art Show

Walk through the Art Show with one of our thoughtful perceptive tour leaders.  We try to arrange a variety, women and men, fans and pros, some exhibiting artists and some not. Talking about art is itself an art.

We'll put up a tour schedule in the Art Show near the entrance.  We'll the schedule in the program guide and on the con Website too.

John Hertz


Imperial Ballroom Reading Area, Reading - Science Fiction

Come listen to two of our authors read from their science fiction works. 

Kyle Aisteach, Juliette Wade (M), Cliff Winnig


Regency Ballroom 1, e-Fandom

Instant communication has changed the face of fandom. No longer tied to the vagaries of mimeograph machines and snail mail, fandom has become more immediate and less parochial. Or has it? Is it still a proud and lonely thing to be a fan?

Glenn Glazer, Ole Tycho Petersen, Mike Willmoth (M), Ben Yalow


Regency Ballroom 2, An Introduction to Steampunk Costuming

Steampunk costuming doesn't have to be intimidating. Our panelists will give you the basics that you need to start enjoying the hobby of steampunk costuming.

Sarah Mazel Beebe, Gene Forrer, Laura Brodian Freas (M), Mette Hedin, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska


Valley, After Borders, What?

A decade ago we were all hearing that independent shops were doomed because Borders was taking over. Now Borders is in Chapter 11 bankruptcy. What's next for bookstores, independent and otherwise?

D. M. Atkins, Tom Galloway (M), Jean Marie Stine, Karen Williams


2:30 pm

California, Concert: Lynn Gold

You never know what topics or music genres she's going to skewer. What you can count on is that she'll make you laugh. 

Lynn Gold


Club Regent, Match Game SF

Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Saturday afternoon's show is 'rated PG' for suggestive language.

Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley


Crystal, Your Favorite Steampunk Gadgets

Why are there so many dirigibles in alternate timelines? What hostile steam-powered clank has the best chance against Robert E. Lee?  Panelists discuss their favorite steampunk gadgetry from costume elements to aircraft.

Sarah Mazel Beebe, Gene Forrer, Norm Sperling (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska


Empire, Steampunk Goggle Creation

Let's make your very own set of goggles to match with any outfit you have or want made from cups, foamie, brads, pipe cleaner, and more.


Gold, How to Survive as an Artist or Writer

In addition to surviving financially, there's also surviving emotionally. Our panelists discuss their long-term strategies for maintaining sanity in this crazy business.

Terry Bisson (M), Chaz Brenchley, Lisa Goldstein, Daniel Kimmel, Stu Shepherd, Bruce Taylor


Imperial Ballroom, Autographing Session


Matthew Joseph Harrington, Deborah Ross


Regency Ballroom 1, Must I Wear a Corset?: The Soiled Dove vs. The Lady Explorer

The feminine steampunk silhouette and the problems thereof.

Sandy Manning (M), Ilana Murray, Diana Vick


Regency Ballroom 2, Training for Low-Earth Orbit

Art Bozlee talks about the future of XCOR and his training for going into low-earth orbit.

Art Bozlee


Valley, Eye of Argon

Is the "Eye of Argon" the worst piece of fiction ever published or an amazing comedic manuscript?  Come and read aloud with us.  You only have to read until you laugh.

Don Simpson, Linda "Kitty" von Braskat Crowe


3:15 pm

California, Concert: Jim Partridge

Jim is a member of The Roving Tars, a sea music group, and Brass Farthing, a staple at local Renaissance and Dickens' Faires. Approach Mr Partridge with extreme caution, as he has been known to harmonize with complete strangers with no provocation whatsoever. This concert will therefore certainly present the opportunity to sing along. Come warmed up. 

Jim Partridge


4:00 pm

California, Concert: Cliff Winnig

Cliff Winnig will be playing Sitar music

Cliff Winnig


Club Regent, Franchise Writing

With original novels based on entertainment properties such as Star Wars, Doctor Who and Halo regularly hitting the bestsellers lists, media tie-in fiction is big business. It is also a type of fiction that comes with its own rules and expectations. A group of experienced authors of tie-in fiction discuss their own experiences working with someone else's characters—the challenges, the benefits and the drawbacks.

Terry Bisson, Wanda Kurtcu, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M), Dave Smeds


Con Suite, Tea Time!

Join us for afternoon tea with our writer guest of honor, Patricia McKillip.

Moira Greyland, Patricia McKillip


Crystal, Fan History

Should the history of fandom be preserved? If so (or not), why? What documents and other artifacts should be included? What are the best practices for saving fan history?

Barry Gold, Ole Tycho Petersen, Jean Marie Stine, Mike Willmoth (M), Ben Yalow


Empire, Dr. Destructo with the Kids

Hugh Daniel leads an exploration into the inner workings of obsolete electronic equipment. This session will include some destruction of the electronics which Dr. Destructo will explain while he destroys.

Hugh Daniel, Alison Stern


Gold, Alternating Current Events

What news happening under our noses today will switch the course of history into unexpected channels?

John DeChancie, Rudy Rucker, Randy Smith (M)


Imperial Ballroom, Docent Tours: Art Show

Walk through the Art Show with one of our thoughtful perceptive tour leaders. We try to arrange a variety, women and men, fans and pros, some exhibiting artists and some not. Talking about art is itself an art. We'll put up a tour schedule in the Art Show near the entrance. We'll the schedule in the program guide and on the con Website too. 

John Hertz, Mo Starkey (M)


Imperial Ballroom, Autographing Session


James C. Glass, Karen E. Taylor


Imperial Ballroom Reading Area, Reading - Science Fiction

Come listen to three of our authors read from their science fiction works. 

Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Deborah Ross (M), Dave Trowbridge


Regency Ballroom 1, Horror Tropes as Social Commentary

Godzilla was about the horrors of the atom bomb. Zombie movies have recently commented on robotic consumerism, but owe their origins to white guilt. Vampirism has been used as a metaphor for AIDS. Let's take a look at the messages that writers and directors have slipped in between the chills and gore.

Jeff Carlson, John Shirley (M), Jason Stewart, Karen Williams


Valley, Reboot: Starting Over

Batman, James Bond, Battlestar Galactica, Star Trek. How can a franchise that has run out of steam get a fresh start? Should the past be ignore or acknowledged? How do you please both fans and newbies?

Tom Galloway (M), Anders Hudson, Daniel Kimmel, Derek McCaw


4:45 pm

California, Concert: Jeff and Maya Bohnhoff

Jeff and Maya delight audiences with songs that range from hilarious parodies to powerful originals, featuring soaring vocals and skillful guitar work. They are widely thought to be the best husband and wife duo named "Jeff and Maya" in the world.

Jeff Bohnhoff, Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff


5:30 pm

Club Regent, SF in SF

SF in SF is an ongoing reading series bringing quality science fiction, fantasy, and horror authors to the Bay Area literary community since 2005. Westercon is pleased to host a special San José edition of SF in SF.

Terry Bisson (M), Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Patricia McKillip, Karen Williams, Mike Willmoth


Crystal, Environmental Politics of SF/F

SF/F has long dealt with environmental concerns, imagining the future impacts of overpopulation, climate change, peak oil, and water shortages. Contemporary writers talk about the importance of ecological themes in their work.

D. M. Atkins (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Bruce Taylor


Gold, Don't Start with This Book

When you want to turn a friend onto a favorite author, this is the book you tell them to stay away from. For example, some would say don't choose The Silmarillion as an introduction to J.R.R. Tolkien or Number of the Beast as an introduction to Heinlein. What is that book for other famous F&SF writers?

Andrew Clark, Valerie E. Frankel, Mike Sheffield, Randy Smith (M)


Valley, Sonic Screwdrivers for all ages

Making your very own Sonic Screwdrivers.  Materials provided from Children's Programming. For all ages.

Alison Stern


7:00 pm

California, Open Filking

Open filking is open to all to convention attendees to either listen, sing and/or play, or pick on someone else to sing and/or play any type of music that comes to you.


Imperial Ballroom Reading Area, Reading - Horror

Come listen to our writers reading from their horror fiction. 

Jay Hartlove, John Shirley (M), Karen E. Taylor


8:00 pm

Regency Ballroom 1, Masquerade

Come one, come all, and see the magnificent costumes our members have envisioned and created.


Regency Ballroom 2, Masquerade



9:00 pm

Club Regent, Writers Near Drinks

Come join us for an open mic night evening of rapid-fire readings. Please keep entries to 3-5 double-spaced pages. We welcome fiction, poetry, and music.



Sunday, July 03

10:00 am

California, Westercon 65 Meeting

Meeting for those involved in Westercon 65 (next year in Seattle). Come volunteer if you're so inclined.


Club Regent, 3-D Cinema

Aside from being dimmer and costing studios and consumers more money, what does 3-D offer to filmmakers and consumers, really? Is it a revolution in filmmaking? What works (and what doesn't) in 3-D films? Do we need a new visual language for the next generation of cinema?

Chris Garcia (M), Anders Hudson, Daniel Kimmel, Mike Stern


Crystal, How to Promote Yourself as a Writer Without Being Obnoxious

Not all promotion is good promotion. Where does one draw the line between constructive and destructive promotion?

Valerie E. Frankel, Jaym Gates (M), Erin Hoffman, Karen Williams


Empire, Sonic Screwdrivers for Kids

Making a Sonic Screwdriver - Kids make a Sonic Screwdriver out of glue, beads, felt and other good stuff.


Gold, Working with Wonderflex

Ever seen one of the amazing costume pieces wandering around the convention, and wondered how it was made? Two of our most inventive and detail-oriented costumers, Mette Hedin and Bryan Little, will be giving a demonstration on that little-known material that helps to make the wonders happen—Wonderflex!

Mette Hedin, Bryan Little


Imperial Ballroom Reading Area, Reading - Fantasy

Fantasy Reading

(Needs Description)

Chaz Brenchley, John DeChancie, Diana L. Paxson (M)


Regency Ballroom 2, Problems with First Contact

Sometimes advanced aliens contact humanity, and sometimes spacefaring humans are doing the contacting. But once contact has happened, what is the moral dimension? Is it immoral to leave individuals in primitive poverty in the hope that they might one day develop their own culture? Can advanced peoples colonize a planet inhabited by primitives and live in peace with them?

Tom Digby, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, G. David Nordley, Mike Sheffield (M), Juliette Wade


Valley, Iron Editor

Normally any "writers' workshop" is a private behind closed doors affair, inviting rumors on ancient and tribal rites involving Styrofoam, marshmallows and duct tape. This panel is designed to bring to the public what the process looks and sounds like. Using submissions from the audience members, our panelists will quickly mark up and present a critique. All of our Iron Editors have been published themselves, and have a very good idea of what a story needs to get published. To participate bring up to 2 double spaced pages of creative writing either to the panel or drop it off in the box at the Info Desk. You must be present to have your submission critiqued! The more - the merrier!! Also, non-submitting audience members are more than welcome.

Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy, Wanda Kurtcu, Deirdre Saoirse Moen


11:30 am

California, Westercon 64 Business Meeting

The Business Meeting is where changes to Westercon's Bylaws are debated and voted upon. Any member of Westercon may attend the meeting and propose changes. The official results of the 2013 Westercon Site Selection will be announced at the beginning of this meeting.


Club Regent, The Thrill of Great Science Writing

It can do more than just educate you—it can restore your sense of wonder. Carl Sagan, Stephen Hawking and Mary Roach seem to have a gift. What makes their writing and subject matter so intriguing and delightful?

Tom Galloway (M), Norm Sperling, Bill Thomasson


Crystal, No More Boots on the Ground?

Are robots and remotely piloted planes precursors of weapon systems that will let human soldiers leave other parts of the front line? To what extent will personal combat remain part of the future of war?

Matthew Joseph Harrington, Mike Shepherd Moscoe, John Shirley (M), Brad Templeton


Empire, Musical Instruments Demonstration for Kids

Moira Greyland will show the kids the inner workings of her harp.


Moira Greyland


Gold, Play the Story: Videogames and Narrative Technique

In many ways it seems interactivity is the enemy of narrative—after all, it's a bit hard to tell a story if your reader is in charge of which direction it goes in. Can video games deliver a strong narrative, and if so what form of narrative can they take? A look at how games straddle the line between interactivity and story.

Erin Hoffman (M), Mo Starkey, Alison Stern, Mike Stern


Imperial Ballroom Reading Area, Reading - SF/F

Authors read from their works. 

Rudy Rucker (M), Rachel Swirsky


Regency Ballroom 1, Illustrating SF: From Ideas to Images

When creating illustrations to accompany prose fiction, the artist is given a balancing act between finding a way to accurately express the author's prose in visual terms and expressing his or her own creativity and artistic style in the same way. How do different artists approach the art of illustrating fiction, and what are the benefits and drawbacks of that collaborative process?

Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Laura Brodian Freas (M)


Regency Ballroom 2, Writing Formidable Women

Making sure they're formidable. Making sure they're women.

Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Valerie E. Frankel, Diana L. Paxson


Valley, How to Build a Perfect Pleat Maker

You too can effortlessly make hundreds of pleats an hour. Ilana shows you how to construct and use your own pleating board.

Ilana Murray


1:00 pm

Club Regent, The Internet Goes Interplanetary

The "internet protocol" has been extended to support connectivity and communications off-planet. You may not be able to Instant Message but you will be able to send email. How will this affect long-duration space exploration?

Hugh Daniel, Rudy Rucker, Steve Savitzky, Michael Siladi (M), Michael Ward


Crystal, Maybe I Am Too Normal to Enjoy This Book...

Horror authors share the worst things ever said about their work and discuss the context of the outburst.

M. Christian, Jay Hartlove, John Shirley (M), Norm Sperling


Empire, Making Steampunk Objects

Making your own Steampunk objects—multiple sized tubes, plastic eggs, pipe cleaner, and more.


Gold, Delusions of Gender

From alien races with one sex or many to human androgynes, hermaphrodites, and beyond, SF has used gender and sexuality as lenses to examine human minds and cultures. Consider the single sex of Ursula K. Le Guin's The Left Hand of Darkness versus the five sexes of Melissa Scott's Shadow Man. The James Tiptree, Jr. Award anthologies also explore these possibilities.

D. M. Atkins, Patricia MacEwen, Jean Marie Stine (M), Juliette Wade


Imperial Ballroom, Autographing Session


Daryl Frazetti, Dave Trowbridge


Imperial Ballroom, Docent Tours: Art Show

Walk through the Art Show with one of our thoughtful perceptive tour leaders. We try to arrange a variety, women and men, fans and pros, some exhibiting artists and some not. Talking about art is itself an art. We'll put up a tour schedule in the Art Show near the entrance. We'll the schedule in the program guide and on the con Website too. 

John Hertz, Espana Sheriff (M)


Imperial Ballroom Reading Area, Reading - Science Fiction

Come listen to two of our authors read from their science fiction works. 

Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), James C. Glass, Kevin Andrew Murphy


Regency Ballroom 1, Stranger in a Strange Land, 50 Years Later

Is Robert Heinlein's book still relevant? What do today's readers think of it?

Sarah Mazel Beebe, Paul Carlson, Andrew Clark, David Friedman, Mike Sheffield (M)


Regency Ballroom 2, Hollywood Science (or lack thereof)

Directors and screenwriters seem to think that we won't notice and that portraying realistic science would interfere with telling a good story.  Break out the extra-strength disbelief suspenders. When does bad science ruin a story and when does it help the narrative flow—or does it ever?

Tom Digby, Wanda Kurtcu, Stu Shepherd, Brad Templeton (M)


Valley, Villains vs. Evil

Is a great bad guy essential for certain stories to work? What makes for a truly scary villain? Is a villain necessarily evil?

Matthew Joseph Harrington, Milt Stevens, Jason Stewart (M), Karen E. Taylor


2:30 pm

California, Concert: Barry Gold

A computer programmer (currently specializing in Unix kernel and driver work), an amateur cook and pastry chef, a filksinger, and a guitar player.  He is married to Lee Gold and often performs her songs.

Barry Gold


Club Regent, Economics, SF's Weak Spot

So many SF worlds, only two main economic systems. What else might we come up with as theories of value and exchange?

Andrew Clark (M), Ctein, David Friedman, Matthew Joseph Harrington, Mike Sheffield


Crystal, 25 Things I learned from SF

How much of what you know did you get from science fiction? Chromatophores and Kuiper belts, tesseracts and teratrogens—what Newton dreamt and how anarchy might work—we've all received innumerable infodumps. How has science fiction shaped your life, your worldview, and the cool stuff you spout at parties?

Kyle Aisteach, Paul Carlson, Daryl Frazetti, Sandy Manning, Mike Willmoth (M)


Empire, Build a Robot

Make robots out of recycled cans, nuts, washers, beads, string, and more.


Gold, Perils and Joys of Series Writing

It's a steady paycheck for writing, and you do get to explore characters in great depth. On the other hand you can't kill a character, or even change them much, without killing the series. Or can you?

Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Diana L. Paxson, Deborah Ross (M)


Imperial Ballroom, Autographing Session


Valerie E. Frankel, Norm Sperling


Regency Ballroom 1, Interview: Author Guest of Honor

Come hear about our writer guest of honor, Patricia McKillip, and her work.

Glenn Glazer, Patricia McKillip


Regency Ballroom 2, Fantasy and Monarchy

Many fantasy novels revolve around kings and queens, princes and princesses, tyrannical emperors and long-lost heirs to the throne. How much of fantasy's appeal is grounded in a monarchical setting, and how can this long-standing tradition of genre be updated, refreshed, or abandoned entirely?

Chaz Brenchley, Erin Hoffman, Dave Trowbridge, Karen Williams (M)


Valley, For the Want of a Nail

Great ideas and inventions fail for many reasons. Often they are just ahead of their time, or the technology to make an idea successful doesn't exist yet. We discuss products that became successful the second time around, or that ought to be successful this time.

Art Bozlee, Ole Tycho Petersen, Michael Siladi (M)


3:15 pm

California, Concert: Steve Savitzky

Join Steve in songs about computers, space, fantasy, friendship, and love. 

Steve Savitzky


4:00 pm

California, Concert: Allison Lonsdale

Allison Lonsdale's original songs about literature, religion, the supernatural, and the messy business of being human often include references to math and the sciences. She was a coauthor of the YouTube parody hits "LOL Together" and "Hey There Cthulhu," Her album Live at Lestat's is available on CDBaby, and she also appears on Eben Brooks' Lovecraftian EP O, R'lyeh? Iä, R'lyeh!

Allison Lonsdale


Club Regent, Radical Privacy

We are losing the presumption of privacy in electronic communications. Can encryption save us, and do we need to be saved?

Hugh Daniel, Brad Templeton (M), Bill Thomasson


Crystal, Artists Writing Fiction/Writers Making Art

How does the creative process of writing fiction compare to that of painting a picture, making a sculpture, or any other number of fine arts? Do writing and the fine arts stem from the same creative impulse, or are they distinctly different and unrelated pursuits? For those who write and produce art, what are the merits of each, and where do they intersect?

Roberta Gregory, Diana L. Paxson (M), Stu Shepherd


Empire, Leather Working for Kids

Kids get to make and use with supervision leather working tools and leather. These items can be key fobs, pictures frames, wrist bands, hair sticks, and more.


Gold, Pretty Pretty Princess vs Tank Girl

The pleasantries and pitfalls of costume for the female fan. What does a fan girl do when she doesn't look like the "source" material or—heaven forfend—doesn't care.

Sarah Mazel Beebe, Leigh Ann Hildebrand (M), Gretchen Kisler, Diana Vick


Imperial Ballroom, Autographing Session


Jean Marie Stine, Bruce Taylor


Imperial Ballroom Reading Area, Science Fiction Classics

Come join a discussion of three science fiction classics with John Hertz. 

# Poul Anderson, _Brain Wave_ (1954): Humankind didn't invent it; we escaped it. The Solar System suddenly moves out of a cosmic cloud after hundreds of millions of years. It was a suppressor field, so everything that has a brain is about five times smarter - people and animals. Now what?

# Philip K. Dick, _The Man in the High Castle_ (1962): This won Dick's only Hugo. The Allies lost World War II; Nazi Germany controls the east coast of North America, Imperial Japan the west, where most of the story is set. Avram Davidson, who was no dope, said "It's all here, extrapolation, suspense, action, art philosophy."

# Murray Leinster, "The Ethical Equations" (1945): Here are hostile aliens we can't take advantage of, astounding technology ditto, bureaucrats who get their noses pulled, neatly and deftly shown. Leinster coined "first contact" for the first meeting of humans and aliens; the Sidewise Award for alternative history is named after a Leinster novella. He was one of SF's best craftsmen.

John Hertz


Regency Ballroom 1, Guest of Honor Reading: Patricia McKillip

Come listen to our Writer Guest of Honor read from her works.

Patricia McKillip


Regency Ballroom 2, Will the Anthology Market Come Back?

Anthologies have been difficult for publishers for decades. There was a time when they were more consistent sellers, but these days they rarely earn out their advances. What does the future hold for the anthology market?

Jaym Gates, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross, Rachel Swirsky, Karen Williams (M)


Valley, Classic Vampires Versus "New" Vampires

Bela Lugosi's Dracula seems as innocent as a dad in a 1950s sitcom compared to the vampires in today's movies and TV shows. What was the old set of rules that defined the lives of vampires? In what ways have different writers changed them, or the way vampires are characterized, while making the legend a more popular source of entertainment than ever before?

D. M. Atkins (M), Chris Garcia, Jay Hartlove, Derek McCaw, Mo Starkey, Karen E. Taylor


4:45 pm

California, Concert: Moira Greyland

Moira Greyland (formerly Moira Stern) will be playing rollicking Celtic tunes along with her own original songs, and selections by Cynthia McQuillin and (the artist formerly known as) Heather Alexander. Come join us for an hour of gorgeous harp music, puns, and silliness! 

Moira Greyland


5:30 pm

Crystal, Paranormal Romance

Paranormal romance is perhaps the most successful sub-genre of speculative fiction in the past 20 years, yet it is also one of the most widely dismissed. Is it something new, or a re-labeling of a very old genre? What are the key elements to paranormal romance, the tropes and traditions, and the key to its success?

Jaym Gates (M), Karen E. Taylor


Gold, E-books and Reading Privacy

Your reading preferences can become public with e-books, because you pay by credit card or PayPal and get them via email. Could this depress the market for some kinds of literature? Or will we become brazen enough about our choices that we no longer care?

D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Hugh Daniel, Milt Stevens, Jean Marie Stine (M), Bill Thomasson


Regency Ballroom 2, Finding the Right Voice

When representing different accents and speech patterns in fiction, some authors choose to add the occasional slang term or flourish while others go to the lengths of writing entire novels in a vernacular accent. How much is too much? Is it worth sacrificing readability for authenticity? Tips, strategies and techniques for accurately representing speech in fiction.

Gabrielle Harbowy, Kevin Andrew Murphy, Jason Stewart (M), Rachel Swirsky


Valley, Frankenpatterning

Need a pattern to make that cool new costume? Maybe you can use pieces you already have. Experienced costumers show you tricks and tips for what kinds of patterns to choose, how to manipulate them, and how to put the pieces together as a garment.

Chelsea Kalenda, Gretchen Kisler (M)


7:00 pm

California, Open Filking

Open filking is open to all to convention attendees to either listen, sing and/or play, or pick on someone else to sing and/or play any type of music that comes to you.


Crystal, Geothermal Power

A freshly updated look at geothermal power, its drawbacks and new processes that could make it much more feasible in highly populated areas.  Also a look at the African Rift Project, where 375 new geothermal plants are being built.

Patricia MacEwen


7:30 pm

Regency Ballroom 2, Regency Dance

The English Regency was just over a decade, but it has had a broad influence on everything from literature to music and dance. Don't worry if you don't know the steps—expert Alan Winston and his staff will teach you as they call the dances.

Alan Winston


8:00 pm

Club Regent, Girl Genius Radio Theatre

A live performance of a radio-style play based on the Girl Genius graphic novels. Featured in the cast will be Westercon 64's guests of honor Kaja and Phil Foglio and the Girl Genius Radio Players. The Players are recruited from among the convention members during the convention, so persons interested in performing in the cast should stop by the Studio Foglio table in the Dealers' Room earlier in the convention and talk to the Foglios about the play.

Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio


10:00 pm

Club Regent, Match Game SF

Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Sunday night's show content is unrestricted and uncensored, and parental discretion is strongly advised.

Tom Galloway, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Allison Lonsdale, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley


Valley, Reading: Erotica

Come listen to experienced erotica writers, Dave Smeds, Dany (D.M.) Atkins, and M. Christian, read from their works.

D. M. Atkins (M), M. Christian, Dave Smeds
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10:00 am

California, Marine Invertebrates and the People Who Love Them

Panelists discuss why marine invertebrates are so compelling.

Gretchen Kisler, Rudy Rucker


Crystal, Cold Sleep & Generation Ships

Without faster-than-light interstellar travel, your options for getting to the stars are suspended animation, or dying of old age en route after raising another generation to continue the mission. Both options create interesting directions for narrative. How have different writers handled these tropes? Have we explored all the implications? Have we explored all the options?

James C. Glass, Matthew Joseph Harrington (M), Sandy Manning, G. David Nordley


Empire, Making Steampunk Objects

Making your own Steampunk objects—multiple sized tubes, plastic eggs, pipe cleaner, and more.


Gold, Future Histories of Medicine

Medical science fiction from Miles Breuer to Alan Nourse, from the Sector General series by James White, to the Beta Colony in Lois McMaster Bujold's Miles Vorkosigan saga.

Gene Forrer, Patricia MacEwen (M), Deborah Ross, Bill Thomasson


Imperial Ballroom Reading Area, Heroine's Journey in Fairytale, Myth, and Fantasy

Author Valerie Frankel discusses her theory of the Heroine's Journey, and compares and contrasts it to Campbell's theory of the Hero's Journey.

Valerie E. Frankel


Regency Ballroom 1, Collecting SF Art

Appreciating works of SF art is one thing - but how do you go about collecting it? How do you find the art you're interested in, how much should you be paying for it, and how do you display and store it? An introduction to taking your love of art that one further step - and what to expect when you do

James Stanley Daugherty, John Hertz, Mike Willmoth (M)


Regency Ballroom 2, The Future of Privacy

Technology has made it easier for people to find and share information. At the same time it's become much more difficult to preserve personal privacy. How will the challenge to privacy affect us over the next 50 years? Is this a right to be protected, or is the concept of privacy an illusion—for example, how much privacy did people have living in small towns before mass communications?

Andrew Clark, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Tom Galloway, Glenn Glazer (M), Steve Savitzky, Milt Stevens


Valley, To Market: How to Sell Short Stories

Submitting a story to a journal, anthology or magazine might seem as simple as attaching a Word document to an email and firing it off, but is it? How do you know the appropriate market for your fiction? How much is enough money to be paid for your work? How should you approach an editor? What are the dos and don'ts of getting published in the speculative short fiction marketplace?

Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff, John DeChancie, Marty Halpern (M), Deirdre Saoirse Moen, Cliff Winnig


11:30 am

California, Astronomy as a Hobby

Our panelists talk about the joys of amateur astronomy and how to get started in the hobby. Getting started doesn't need to be expensive or time-consuming.

Michael Siladi, Mike Willmoth (M)


Crystal, Getting the Details Right

How hard is it to learn basic science and tech if you're a writer who skated through that part of his or her education? How can that be overcome? Does it matter? How does credible science in a story bolster the believability of the parts that are obviously fabricated?

Paul Carlson, Gabrielle Harbowy, Robert Hole (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Juliette Wade


Empire, Sonic Screwdrivers for Kids

Making a Sonic Screwdriver - Kids make a Sonic Screwdriver out of glue, beads, 	felt and other good stuff.


Gold, Moviemakers and Writers in an Ideal World

Films adapted from SF/F stories are often criticized on the basis of whether or not they have been faithful to the book. Differences between the mediums impose certain modifications when a novel is turned into a movie. We'll discuss ways the collaborative creative process between filmmakers and writers would work better if they could define the relationship.

Chris Garcia (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Daniel Kimmel, Mo Starkey


Imperial Ballroom Reading Area, Art Show Auction

Come watch and bid as the artwork that received four bids in the Art Show goes under the gavel. There's no set auction order, so make sure you're there early to get that piece you really wanted. If you're still looking for that unique Westercon 64 souvenir, come do some last-minute shopping. 


Regency Ballroom 1, I Fought The Law (of Thermodynamics) and the Law Won

A certain stripe of hard sf confines itself to known physical laws. How does a writer maintain that discipline? Are such stories generally as popular as other sf? Which writers are champions of this artform?

Gene Forrer, James C. Glass (M), G. David Nordley, Bill Thomasson


Regency Ballroom 2, Web Comics You Should Be Reading

As if you're not spending enough time on the Internet, there are some cutting-edge web comics out there. What's worth reading and why? How do they compare with traditional comics? 

Kaja Foglio, Roberta Gregory, Jason Stewart (M)


Valley, Cuirboulli: Making Armor from Leather and Water

David Friedman demonstrates how to make armor from leather and water.

David Friedman


1:00 pm

California, Art Forms for Other Senses

What sort of art would be made by species whose senses differ from our own? Imagine scent-paintings, sonic tapestries, symphonies of electromagnetic radiation, and sculptures of pressure and convection currents in a fluid medium….

Jaym Gates (M), Juliette Wade


Empire, Steampunk Hats and Helmets

Taking simple hats and  making them have any number of Steampunk items that any explorer could need using simple hats, helmets, foamie, brads, pipe cleaners, 	ribbon, and more.


Gold, The Steampunk Playground

If Tolkien defined epic fantasy, and Howard defined sword & sorcery, who defined Steampunk? What are the seminal Steampunk texts, if any, and how have they influenced the subgenre?

Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Gene Forrer, Ole Tycho Petersen (M), Diana Vick, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska


Regency Ballroom 1, From Kodachrome to Where?

Kodachrome ended a 75-year run in December 2010, causing a lot of grief for its fans. Over the past decade, numerous manufacturers have dropped film cameras from their product lines. Resolution for digital images are approaching the resolution of film. Given all this, introductory photography classes are still taught with black & white film. Where are things heading? 

Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Deirdre Saoirse Moen, Michael Siladi (M)


Regency Ballroom 2, The Future of Small Press Publishing

The world of small press publishing has changed over the last two decades. Panelists discuss some of the small press options that weren't available before and where small press is going in the future.

Deborah Ross, Bruce Taylor, Michael Ward (M), Ben Yalow


Valley, Reading: Non-Fiction

Come listen to Norm Sperling reading about science humor you don't need college science to "get" and Daniel M. Kimmel reading from his book, Jar Jar Binks Must Die...and Other Observations about Science Fiction Movies.

Daniel Kimmel, Norm Sperling (M)


2:30 pm

California, Closing Ceremonies

Thank you for helping to make Westercon 64 a success. Say goodbye to our guests of honor and hear more about next year's Westercon in Seattle.

Bobbie DuFault, Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth


Empire, Button Making for Kids

Make your very own button, key chain, and other cool items with the button maker and parts.



Program Participants

Kyle Aisteach

Kyle Aisteach lives with his husband in Fresno, Calif. Kyle is a graduate of the University of Southern California with a degree in Classics and Theatre. He has at various times worked as an actor, a stage manager, a journalist, a video producer, a short-order chef, a marketer, a grocery store cashier, a science outreach professional, and a newspaper carrier. Some of these jobs he would go back to more readily than others. Kyle has two cats, a dog, and a tank full of tropical fish. Allergies -- to animal hair and changing tank water, respectively -- prevent him from having more pets. In his spare time, Kyle enjoys bicycling, weightlifting, rock climbing, scuba diving, and harassing people with different political views.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Queer Representations in Speculative Fiction	Gold

		How are non-heterosexual relationships and non-binary gender identities represented in speculative fiction? Where is it done best, and where is the genre lacking? A survey of representations, both good and bad, across all speculative fiction media: books, films, TV and comic books.
Kyle Aisteach, Gene Armstrong, D. M. Atkins (M), M. Christian, Kory Doyle

	Friday 4:00 pm
	I Forgot To Get A Real Job!	Regency Ballroom 2

		Changing technology and a retooled economy have redefined the world of work. Your father may have been employed 40 years at the same factory, but your life will be quite different. What tools do people need to keep working today? What changes should people be preparing for?
Kyle Aisteach, James C. Glass (M), Bill Thomasson, Karen Williams

	Saturday 11:30 am
	The Great Red Spot: Writers' Regrets	Regency Ballroom 2

		A writer is looking over his or her story in a magazine and suddenly realizes he or she left in a mistake - the sun rising on the wrong side of the planet, or Saladin ordering a ham sandwich. The 'Great Red Spot' is the mark left when the writer smacks himself on the forehead. Panelists confess their own errors-in-print, then share their methods for getting things as right as they possibly can.
Kyle Aisteach, Chaz Brenchley, John DeChancie, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Reading - Science Fiction	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to two of our authors read from their science fiction works. 
Kyle Aisteach, Juliette Wade (M), Cliff Winnig

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	25 Things I learned from SF	Crystal

		How much of what you know did you get from science fiction? Chromatophores and Kuiper belts, tesseracts and teratrogens—what Newton dreamt and how anarchy might work—we've all received innumerable infodumps. How has science fiction shaped your life, your worldview, and the cool stuff you spout at parties?
Kyle Aisteach, Paul Carlson, Daryl Frazetti, Sandy Manning, Mike Willmoth (M)



Gene Armstrong

Gene Armstrong has close to 30 years of convention experience doing just about everything there is to do on a con.  As a fan, and member he has been involved with many clubs and groups promoting various aspects of fandom.  As a con runner he is one of the founders of the biggest Fur convention in the Pacific Northwest.  Outside of fandom Gene is working on a degree that will allow him to counsel troubled GBLTQ teens and their families.


	Friday 1:00 pm
	Anthropormorphic Appeal	Valley

		Panelists discuss the appeal of anthropomorphics to them, as well as answer audience questions about resources.
Gene Armstrong, Andrew Clark (M)

	Friday 2:30 pm
	Queer Representations in Speculative Fiction	Gold

		How are non-heterosexual relationships and non-binary gender identities represented in speculative fiction? Where is it done best, and where is the genre lacking? A survey of representations, both good and bad, across all speculative fiction media: books, films, TV and comic books.
Kyle Aisteach, Gene Armstrong, D. M. Atkins (M), M. Christian, Kory Doyle

	Saturday 11:30 am
	Future Westercons & Bids	California

		Upcoming Westercons and bids present information about their conventions. The 2012 Westercon, ConClusion, will be held in Seattle. The bid for 2013 is for Portland, Oregon. The only current bid for 2014 is for Salt Lake City, Utah.
Gene Armstrong, Bobbie DuFault, Sharon Sbarsky (M), Andy Trembley



D. M. Atkins

D.M. Atkins is an author of both non-fiction and fiction. Atkins’ latest novel, Faewolf, is co-authored with Chris Taylor, is an erotic fantasy from Circlet Press. A journalist and anthropologist, Atkins has edited several anthologies on LGBT topics, including Looking Queer, Lesbian Sex Scandals and Bisexual Women in the 21st Century and is the former editor of both Locus and Shadows Of… magazines. In recent years, Atkins has written fan fiction under a pseudonym, and has won awards for online erotic fiction. Atkins lives in the Bay Area with two husbands, their son and two cats.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Queer Representations in Speculative Fiction	Gold

		How are non-heterosexual relationships and non-binary gender identities represented in speculative fiction? Where is it done best, and where is the genre lacking? A survey of representations, both good and bad, across all speculative fiction media: books, films, TV and comic books.
Kyle Aisteach, Gene Armstrong, D. M. Atkins (M), M. Christian, Kory Doyle

	Friday 5:30 pm
	Fan Editors Panel	Valley

		Fanzines have different audiences, frequencies, means of distribution, and editorial attitudes. Editors explain why they publish a fanzine. Thinking of publishing a fanzine? Encouraging words will be offered.
D. M. Atkins (M), John DeChancie, Tom Digby, Chris Garcia, Robert Hole, Kevin Roche

	Friday 10:00 pm
	Erotica in SF	Crystal

		How far back does erotic content go in science fiction? Panelists discuss the history of erotica in science fiction as well as current trends in the subgenre.
D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Dave Smeds, Jean Marie Stine (M)

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	After Borders, What?	Valley

		A decade ago we were all hearing that independent shops were doomed because Borders was taking over. Now Borders is in Chapter 11 bankruptcy. What's next for bookstores, independent and otherwise?
D. M. Atkins, Tom Galloway (M), Jean Marie Stine, Karen Williams

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	Environmental Politics of SF/F	Crystal

		SF/F has long dealt with environmental concerns, imagining the future impacts of overpopulation, climate change, peak oil, and water shortages. Contemporary writers talk about the importance of ecological themes in their work.
D. M. Atkins (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Bruce Taylor

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Delusions of Gender	Gold

		From alien races with one sex or many to human androgynes, hermaphrodites, and beyond, SF has used gender and sexuality as lenses to examine human minds and cultures. Consider the single sex of Ursula K. Le Guin's The Left Hand of Darkness versus the five sexes of Melissa Scott's Shadow Man. The James Tiptree, Jr. Award anthologies also explore these possibilities.
D. M. Atkins, Patricia MacEwen, Jean Marie Stine (M), Juliette Wade

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Classic Vampires Versus "New" Vampires	Valley

		Bela Lugosi's Dracula seems as innocent as a dad in a 1950s sitcom compared to the vampires in today's movies and TV shows. What was the old set of rules that defined the lives of vampires? In what ways have different writers changed them, or the way vampires are characterized, while making the legend a more popular source of entertainment than ever before?
D. M. Atkins (M), Chris Garcia, Jay Hartlove, Derek McCaw, Mo Starkey, Karen E. Taylor

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	E-books and Reading Privacy	Gold

		Your reading preferences can become public with e-books, because you pay by credit card or PayPal and get them via email. Could this depress the market for some kinds of literature? Or will we become brazen enough about our choices that we no longer care?
D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Hugh Daniel, Milt Stevens, Jean Marie Stine (M), Bill Thomasson

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Reading: Erotica	Valley

		Come listen to experienced erotica writers, Dave Smeds, Dany (D.M.) Atkins, and M. Christian, read from their works.
D. M. Atkins (M), M. Christian, Dave Smeds



Thomas Badillo

Thomas Sidoni Badillo of Botta Secreta Productions is a martial arts instructor from the San Francisco Bay Area, with a dedicated interest in Western Martial Arts, Bartitsu and Steampunk. http://bottasecretaproductions.ning.com/


	Friday 1:00 pm
	Steampunk As Creative Anachronism	Regency Ballroom 1

		Writers of fiction and re-enactors inspired by the Age of Steam often pay close attention to the technology and fashion, but what about the way the characters think and behave? To what extent do characters remain faithful to Ninteenth Century thought processes, beliefs and understandings about the world around them? How can a modern writer or re-enactor develop characters that are as realistic as possible while still being pragmatic in the modern world?
Thomas Badillo, Norm Sperling (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Saturday 11:30 am
	Bartitsu Martial Arts Demo	Gold

		No one knows why Doyle misspelled the name of the art: concerned about copyright infringement, misheard the term, or simply quoted a London Times article from the previous year, titled "Japanese wrestling at the Tivoli," which had likewise misspelled Bartitsu as "baritsu." The cryptic reference has intrigued Holmesian scholars for years, and their various efforts to identify "the martial art of Sherlock Holmes" included bujutsu, sumo and (close, but no cigar) judo. "Baritsu" has taken on a life of its own, with other fictional heroes, including Doc Savage and the Shadow, initiated into its mysteries.
Thomas Badillo



Sarah Mazel Beebe

Mazel hails from San Jose, where she has spent her life in awe and wonder of speculative fiction and alternative worlds. She has been involved in conventions for four years, costuming for nine, and writing her whole life. Her current specialties are corsets, short science fiction and horror stories, hairfalls, steampunk costuming and historical dance. Bombastic Chemistry student by day, outrageous airship factotum by night, she is the girl to go to if you need help with your makeup, your hairpiece, your corset, your polka step, or any last little bit to make your writing/dance/costume/MtG deck even more awesome.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Getting Edgy	Regency Ballroom 1

		While fantasy used to center around noble and good-hearted heroes, a growing subgenre of recent years has celebrated a less savory breed of protagonist. Knights and wizards-in-training are giving way to thieves, assassins, mercenaries and cutthroats. What is the appeal of this form of anti-hero, and what are its origins? How does changing the protagonist alter the kind of story you are able to tell?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Valerie E. Frankel, Gabrielle Harbowy, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M)

	Friday 4:00 pm
	Costuming on a Budget	California

		How to use thrift shops and scavenging techniques to make a costume, and how you can make an inexpensive item mimic an expensive one.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Sandy Manning (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	An Introduction to Steampunk Costuming	Regency Ballroom 2

		Steampunk costuming doesn't have to be intimidating. Our panelists will give you the basics that you need to start enjoying the hobby of steampunk costuming.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Gene Forrer, Laura Brodian Freas (M), Mette Hedin, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Your Favorite Steampunk Gadgets	Crystal

		Why are there so many dirigibles in alternate timelines? What hostile steam-powered clank has the best chance against Robert E. Lee?  Panelists discuss their favorite steampunk gadgetry from costume elements to aircraft.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Gene Forrer, Norm Sperling (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Stranger in a Strange Land, 50 Years Later	Regency Ballroom 1

		Is Robert Heinlein's book still relevant? What do today's readers think of it?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Paul Carlson, Andrew Clark, David Friedman, Mike Sheffield (M)

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Pretty Pretty Princess vs Tank Girl	Gold

		The pleasantries and pitfalls of costume for the female fan. What does a fan girl do when she doesn't look like the "source" material or—heaven forfend—doesn't care.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Leigh Ann Hildebrand (M), Gretchen Kisler, Diana Vick

	Monday 1:00 pm
	The Steampunk Playground	Gold

		If Tolkien defined epic fantasy, and Howard defined sword & sorcery, who defined Steampunk? What are the seminal Steampunk texts, if any, and how have they influenced the subgenre?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Gene Forrer, Ole Tycho Petersen (M), Diana Vick, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska



Terry Bisson

Terry Bisson is an award-winning science fiction writer, mainly known for his short stories, who lives in California.


	Saturday 2:30 pm
	How to Survive as an Artist or Writer	Gold

		In addition to surviving financially, there's also surviving emotionally. Our panelists discuss their long-term strategies for maintaining sanity in this crazy business.
Terry Bisson (M), Chaz Brenchley, Lisa Goldstein, Daniel Kimmel, Stu Shepherd, Bruce Taylor

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Franchise Writing	Club Regent

		With original novels based on entertainment properties such as Star Wars, Doctor Who and Halo regularly hitting the bestsellers lists, media tie-in fiction is big business. It is also a type of fiction that comes with its own rules and expectations. A group of experienced authors of tie-in fiction discuss their own experiences working with someone else's characters—the challenges, the benefits and the drawbacks.
Terry Bisson, Wanda Kurtcu, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M), Dave Smeds

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	SF in SF	Club Regent

		SF in SF is an ongoing reading series bringing quality science fiction, fantasy, and horror authors to the Bay Area literary community since 2005. Westercon is pleased to host a special San José edition of SF in SF.
Terry Bisson (M), Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Patricia McKillip, Karen Williams, Mike Willmoth



Jeff Bohnhoff

Jeff Bohnhoff is a musician, parodist, song writer, music producer/arranger and recording engineer based in the San Francisco Bay Area. He and Maya Bohnhoff, his wife and musical partner of 30 years have been musical guests at countless conventions all over the world, including The 2008 UK Filk Con, FilkContinental 2009 (Germany), FilkOntario 2010 (Toronto) and the upcoming 2011 Ohio Valley Filk Fest. They have released 5 albums, including 3 CDs of wicked parodies. Jeff's YouTube video of Midichlorian Rhapsody from their Grated Hits album went viral, with over half a million views to-date. Jeff is currently working with Seanan McGuire on her next CD project.


	Saturday 4:45 pm
	Concert: Jeff and Maya Bohnhoff	California

		Jeff and Maya delight audiences with songs that range from hilarious parodies to powerful originals, featuring soaring vocals and skillful guitar work. They are widely thought to be the best husband and wife duo named "Jeff and Maya" in the world.
Jeff Bohnhoff, Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff



Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff

Born in California, raised in Nebraska, Maya's fascination with speculative fiction dates from the night her dad let her stay up late to watch The Day the Earth Stood Still.  Mom was furious. Dad was unrepentant.  Maya slept with a nightlight until she was fifteen and developed a passion for things that came from outer space or went bump in the night. 

Maya started her writing career sketching science fiction comic books in school. Since then her short fiction has been published in Analog, Amazing Stories, Century, Realms of Fantasy, Interzone, and Jim Baen's Universe; she's been a finalist for the John Campbell, BSFA, and Sidewise awards. Her debut novel, The Meri, was a Locus Magazine Best First Novel. She has published eight more speculative fiction novels, including, Mr. Twilight (Del Rey) with Michael Reaves. She also teamed with Michael on Batman: Fear Itself, the Star Wars: Coruscant Nights series and the upcoming Star Wars: Shadow Games, to be released Nov. 29, 2011. 

Maya is a founding member of Book View Cafe (www.bookviewcafe.com) an online reading resource and alternative publishing model aimed at lovers of fiction of all genres. 

Maya lives in San Jose where she writes, performs, and records original and parody music with her husband Jeff, who has plumbed the depths of absurdity with a series of  parody music videos, including the viral "Midichlorian Rhapsody." The song is included on their latest CD: Grated Hits. The couple has also produced three musical children: Alex, Kristine, and Amanda.


	Friday 4:00 pm
	Book View Café	Crystal

		Book View Café started as a cooperative to make the authors' out-of-print books from major houses available to a new generation of readers, but it has since expanded to original publishing. Book View Café members and co-authors talk about the cooperative.
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), Chaz Brenchley, Deborah Ross, Dave Trowbridge

	Saturday 4:45 pm
	Concert: Jeff and Maya Bohnhoff	California

		Jeff and Maya delight audiences with songs that range from hilarious parodies to powerful originals, featuring soaring vocals and skillful guitar work. They are widely thought to be the best husband and wife duo named "Jeff and Maya" in the world.
Jeff Bohnhoff, Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Writing Formidable Women	Regency Ballroom 2

		Making sure they're formidable. Making sure they're women.
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Valerie E. Frankel, Diana L. Paxson

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Reading - Science Fiction	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to two of our authors read from their science fiction works. 
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), James C. Glass, Kevin Andrew Murphy

	Monday 10:00 am
	To Market: How to Sell Short Stories	Valley

		Submitting a story to a journal, anthology or magazine might seem as simple as attaching a Word document to an email and firing it off, but is it? How do you know the appropriate market for your fiction? How much is enough money to be paid for your work? How should you approach an editor? What are the dos and don'ts of getting published in the speculative short fiction marketplace?
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff, John DeChancie, Marty Halpern (M), Deirdre Saoirse Moen, Cliff Winnig



Art Bozlee

Art Bozlee is in training to fly the XCOR Lynx, a commercial manned runway-launched near-orbit spacecraft. He will take us along with him through video and pictures, show and tell items, and his wealth of knowledge about the privatization of the space race. Art will take lots of time to log adventures with our team, and to share his exploits with us all.


	Friday 1:00 pm
	Harder and Harder SF	Gold

		Stories with a strong affinity for real science are thought to define the SF genre but it's a definition that seems to changed radically in the last couple of decades. What stories, considered "hard" SF today, are stretching the meaning into new shapes for tomorrow?
Art Bozlee, Barry Gold, Kevin Andrew Murphy, G. David Nordley, Ben Yalow (M)

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Training for Low-Earth Orbit	Regency Ballroom 2

		Art Bozlee talks about the future of XCOR and his training for going into low-earth orbit.
Art Bozlee

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	For the Want of a Nail	Valley

		Great ideas and inventions fail for many reasons. Often they are just ahead of their time, or the technology to make an idea successful doesn't exist yet. We discuss products that became successful the second time around, or that ought to be successful this time.
Art Bozlee, Ole Tycho Petersen, Michael Siladi (M)



Chaz Brenchley

Chaz Brenchley has been making a living as a writer since he was eighteen. He is the author of nine thrillers, most recently Shelter, and two major fantasy series: The Books of Outremer, based on the world of the Crusades, and Selling Water by the River, set in an alternate Ottoman Istanbul. As Daniel Fox, he has published Dragon in Chains, Jade Man's Skin and Hidden Cities, a Chinese-influenced fantasy series. As Ben Macallan, he has published an urban fantasy, Desdaemona. A winner of the British Fantasy Award, he has also published books for children and more than 500 short stories in various genres. His time as Crimewriter-in-Residence at the St Peter's Riverside Sculpture Project in Sunderland resulted in the collection Blood Waters. His first play, A Cold Coming, was performed and then toured in 2007. He is a prizewinning ex-poet, and has been writer in residence at the University of Northumbria, as well as tutoring their MA in Creative Writing. He was Northern Writer of the Year 2000, and lives in Newcastle upon Tyne with two squabbling cats and a famous teddy bear.


	Friday 4:00 pm
	Book View Café	Crystal

		Book View Café started as a cooperative to make the authors' out-of-print books from major houses available to a new generation of readers, but it has since expanded to original publishing. Book View Café members and co-authors talk about the cooperative.
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), Chaz Brenchley, Deborah Ross, Dave Trowbridge

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Fantasy Houses with SF Furniture in Them	Regency Ballroom 2

		If there's magic in it, the book is fantasy, right? But what if the magical power is on tap like water and you pay a monthly bill to the city magic utility, as in Walter John Williams' Metropolitan? What if magic is described, studied, and practiced in the language of physics and software, as in Charles Stross' The Atrocity Archives? Is this a new genre, a hybrid genre, or still just fantasy?
Chaz Brenchley, Paul Carlson, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross (M)

	Saturday 11:30 am
	The Great Red Spot: Writers' Regrets	Regency Ballroom 2

		A writer is looking over his or her story in a magazine and suddenly realizes he or she left in a mistake - the sun rising on the wrong side of the planet, or Saladin ordering a ham sandwich. The 'Great Red Spot' is the mark left when the writer smacks himself on the forehead. Panelists confess their own errors-in-print, then share their methods for getting things as right as they possibly can.
Kyle Aisteach, Chaz Brenchley, John DeChancie, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	How to Survive as an Artist or Writer	Gold

		In addition to surviving financially, there's also surviving emotionally. Our panelists discuss their long-term strategies for maintaining sanity in this crazy business.
Terry Bisson (M), Chaz Brenchley, Lisa Goldstein, Daniel Kimmel, Stu Shepherd, Bruce Taylor

	Sunday 10:00 am
	Reading - Fantasy	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Fantasy Reading

(Needs Description)
Chaz Brenchley, John DeChancie, Diana L. Paxson (M)

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Fantasy and Monarchy	Regency Ballroom 2

		Many fantasy novels revolve around kings and queens, princes and princesses, tyrannical emperors and long-lost heirs to the throne. How much of fantasy's appeal is grounded in a monarchical setting, and how can this long-standing tradition of genre be updated, refreshed, or abandoned entirely?
Chaz Brenchley, Erin Hoffman, Dave Trowbridge, Karen Williams (M)



Jeff Carlson

Jeff Carlson is the international bestselling author of the Plague Year trilogy and The Frozen Sky.  His short stories and nonfiction have appeared in venues such as Asimov's, Boys' Life, Strange Horizons and Writers of the Future 23.  To date, his work has been translated into fourteen languages.  He is very nearly done with a new stand-alone thriller.  Readers can find free excerpts, videos, contests and more on his web site at www.jverse.com


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Getting Your First Professional Sale	California

		Panelists discuss getting their first professional writing sale and impart tips and tricks they learned along the way.
Jeff Carlson, James C. Glass, Erin Hoffman, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M)

	Saturday 11:30 am
	Why It Isn't Scary Anymore	Club Regent

		The classic horror film ideas are not frightening to today's audiences. Is it still entertaining to be scared? Or are people only experiencing a jaded amusement from violence and special effects gore? Panelists discuss their ultimate horror films.
Jeff Carlson, Jay Hartlove (M), Wanda Kurtcu

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Horror Tropes as Social Commentary	Regency Ballroom 1

		Godzilla was about the horrors of the atom bomb. Zombie movies have recently commented on robotic consumerism, but owe their origins to white guilt. Vampirism has been used as a metaphor for AIDS. Let's take a look at the messages that writers and directors have slipped in between the chills and gore.
Jeff Carlson, John Shirley (M), Jason Stewart, Karen Williams



Paul Carlson

Paul Carlson is a truck driver by day, a science fiction author my night, and a handyman and gardener on weekends. He's been published in Analog and several other venues.  He lives nearby, together with his lovely wife, in the East Bay area. His son Joshua is proudly serving in the US Marine Corps, helping train new pilots and crews to fly their gigantic SuperStallion helicopters.


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Fantasy Houses with SF Furniture in Them	Regency Ballroom 2

		If there's magic in it, the book is fantasy, right? But what if the magical power is on tap like water and you pay a monthly bill to the city magic utility, as in Walter John Williams' Metropolitan? What if magic is described, studied, and practiced in the language of physics and software, as in Charles Stross' The Atrocity Archives? Is this a new genre, a hybrid genre, or still just fantasy?
Chaz Brenchley, Paul Carlson, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross (M)

	Saturday 11:30 am
	From Hell to the Boardroom	Valley

		The source of evil in horror stories used to be infernal; now it tends to be corporate. Is it a bad thing that corporations are the new bogeymen? What, if anything, are we missing with this change?
Paul Carlson, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, John Shirley, Jason Stewart (M), Dave Trowbridge

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Stranger in a Strange Land, 50 Years Later	Regency Ballroom 1

		Is Robert Heinlein's book still relevant? What do today's readers think of it?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Paul Carlson, Andrew Clark, David Friedman, Mike Sheffield (M)

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	25 Things I learned from SF	Crystal

		How much of what you know did you get from science fiction? Chromatophores and Kuiper belts, tesseracts and teratrogens—what Newton dreamt and how anarchy might work—we've all received innumerable infodumps. How has science fiction shaped your life, your worldview, and the cool stuff you spout at parties?
Kyle Aisteach, Paul Carlson, Daryl Frazetti, Sandy Manning, Mike Willmoth (M)

	Monday 11:30 am
	Getting the Details Right	Crystal

		How hard is it to learn basic science and tech if you're a writer who skated through that part of his or her education? How can that be overcome? Does it matter? How does credible science in a story bolster the believability of the parts that are obviously fabricated?
Paul Carlson, Gabrielle Harbowy, Robert Hole (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Juliette Wade



M. Christian

M. Christian is - among many things - an acknowledged master of erotica with more than 400 stories in such anthologies as Best American Erotica, Best Gay Erotica, Best Lesbian Erotica, Best Bisexual Erotica, Best Fetish Erotica, and many, many other anthologies, magazines, and Web sites.

He is the editor of 25 anthologies including the Best S/M Erotica series, The Burning Pen, Guilty Pleasures, The Mammoth Book of Future Cops and The Mammoth Book of Tales of the Road (with Maxim Jakubowksi) and Confessions, Garden of Perverse, and Amazons (with Sage Vivant) as well as many others.

He is the author of the collections Dirty Words, Speaking Parts, The Bachelor Machine, Licks & Promises, Filthy, Love Without Gun Control, Rude Mechanicals, and Coming Together Presents M.Christian, Pornotopia, How To Write And Sell Erotica; and the novels Running Dry, The Very Bloody Marys, Me2, Brushes, Fingers Breadth, and Painted Doll.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Queer Representations in Speculative Fiction	Gold

		How are non-heterosexual relationships and non-binary gender identities represented in speculative fiction? Where is it done best, and where is the genre lacking? A survey of representations, both good and bad, across all speculative fiction media: books, films, TV and comic books.
Kyle Aisteach, Gene Armstrong, D. M. Atkins (M), M. Christian, Kory Doyle

	Friday 10:00 pm
	Erotica in SF	Crystal

		How far back does erotic content go in science fiction? Panelists discuss the history of erotica in science fiction as well as current trends in the subgenre.
D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Dave Smeds, Jean Marie Stine (M)

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Rethinking SETI	Club Regent

		Current issues and controversies in the Search for Extra-terrestrial Intelligence include: Should we send messages ourselves? New ideas about what we're looking for. New search strategies. Have we seen SETI beacons in the past and not realized it? How do we distinguish pulsars from SETI beacons?
M. Christian, G. David Nordley, Rudy Rucker, Brad Templeton (M)

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Maybe I Am Too Normal to Enjoy This Book...	Crystal

		Horror authors share the worst things ever said about their work and discuss the context of the outburst.
M. Christian, Jay Hartlove, John Shirley (M), Norm Sperling

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	E-books and Reading Privacy	Gold

		Your reading preferences can become public with e-books, because you pay by credit card or PayPal and get them via email. Could this depress the market for some kinds of literature? Or will we become brazen enough about our choices that we no longer care?
D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Hugh Daniel, Milt Stevens, Jean Marie Stine (M), Bill Thomasson

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Reading: Erotica	Valley

		Come listen to experienced erotica writers, Dave Smeds, Dany (D.M.) Atkins, and M. Christian, read from their works.
D. M. Atkins (M), M. Christian, Dave Smeds



Andrew Clark

Andrew has been bumming around Bay Area fandom since wandering into the wrong party room at BayCon in 1986 and being drafted as an elevator gopher. He continues to train minions for food to make payments on his M.A. in Social Ecology. "Anyone who considers protocol unimportant has never dealt with a cat." - Robert A. Heinlein. Oh, and meow.


	Friday 1:00 pm
	Anthropormorphic Appeal	Valley

		Panelists discuss the appeal of anthropomorphics to them, as well as answer audience questions about resources.
Gene Armstrong, Andrew Clark (M)

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Putting the Cult in Culture	Gold

		Burning Man, Renaissance Faires, and SF/F have a strong crossover—some people are more comfortable in the past, future, or an alternate world than the present. Can you build a lifestyle on escapism? Do you bring anything valuable from one group to the other, or to reality?
Andrew Clark, Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Kory Doyle, Daryl Frazetti, Allison Lonsdale (M)

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	Don't Start with This Book	Gold

		When you want to turn a friend onto a favorite author, this is the book you tell them to stay away from. For example, some would say don't choose The Silmarillion as an introduction to J.R.R. Tolkien or Number of the Beast as an introduction to Heinlein. What is that book for other famous F&SF writers?
Andrew Clark, Valerie E. Frankel, Mike Sheffield, Randy Smith (M)

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Stranger in a Strange Land, 50 Years Later	Regency Ballroom 1

		Is Robert Heinlein's book still relevant? What do today's readers think of it?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Paul Carlson, Andrew Clark, David Friedman, Mike Sheffield (M)

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Economics, SF's Weak Spot	Club Regent

		So many SF worlds, only two main economic systems. What else might we come up with as theories of value and exchange?
Andrew Clark (M), Ctein, David Friedman, Matthew Joseph Harrington, Mike Sheffield

	Monday 10:00 am
	The Future of Privacy	Regency Ballroom 2

		Technology has made it easier for people to find and share information. At the same time it's become much more difficult to preserve personal privacy. How will the challenge to privacy affect us over the next 50 years? Is this a right to be protected, or is the concept of privacy an illusion—for example, how much privacy did people have living in small towns before mass communications?
Andrew Clark, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Tom Galloway, Glenn Glazer (M), Steve Savitzky, Milt Stevens



Dr. Ken Croswell

Ken Croswell is an astronomer and author in Berkeley, California. He first became interested in astronomy during first grade. In high school, he earned first place in the Priscilla and Bart Bok Awards. He graduated summa cum laude from Washington University, where he majored in physics and minored in English literature and mathematics. He earned his Ph.D. in astronomy from Harvard University for studying the Milky Way. During his research, he discovered a halo star located 90,000 light-years above the plane of the Galaxy.


	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Birth and Death of Stars	Crystal

		The stars that speckle the sky have long fascinated humanity, but only in the past century have astronomers figured out how stars are born, live, and die. Now we can use this knowledge to address the question: Which stars near the Sun might have planets with intelligent life? Drawing on both the laws of stellar evolution and the latest discoveries of extrasolar planets, Harvard-trained astronomer Dr. Ken Croswell describes the lives of stars and the alien worlds they may support.
Dr. Ken Croswell



Ctein

Ctein is a photographer, artist and contributor to PHOTO Techniques Magazine and The Online Photographer. Widely recognized as one of the finest color printers alive today, he is an expert in processes from classic dye transfer printing to state-of-the-art digital. He has nearly four decades of experience with electronic/digital printing and photography.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Science, Technology, and Law	Regency Ballroom 2

		Once upon a time, radio and television were radical inventions. With the advent of the Internet, email, instant messaging and social media have taken the forefront in social and cultural change. Have they caused revolutions or just sped up the inevitable change?
Ctein (M), David Friedman, Anders Hudson, Brad Templeton, Michael Ward

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Putting the Cult in Culture	Gold

		Burning Man, Renaissance Faires, and SF/F have a strong crossover—some people are more comfortable in the past, future, or an alternate world than the present. Can you build a lifestyle on escapism? Do you bring anything valuable from one group to the other, or to reality?
Andrew Clark, Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Kory Doyle, Daryl Frazetti, Allison Lonsdale (M)

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Economics, SF's Weak Spot	Club Regent

		So many SF worlds, only two main economic systems. What else might we come up with as theories of value and exchange?
Andrew Clark (M), Ctein, David Friedman, Matthew Joseph Harrington, Mike Sheffield

	Monday 1:00 pm
	From Kodachrome to Where?	Regency Ballroom 1

		Kodachrome ended a 75-year run in December 2010, causing a lot of grief for its fans. Over the past decade, numerous manufacturers have dropped film cameras from their product lines. Resolution for digital images are approaching the resolution of film. Given all this, introductory photography classes are still taught with black & white film. Where are things heading? 
Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Deirdre Saoirse Moen, Michael Siladi (M)



James Currie

James Currie is the owner of The Macaulay Foundry. He has been in the foundry (casting) industry for over 25 years. The Macaulay Foundry was once primarily an iron foundry, now they've expanded to resins, plastics and fabrication. As a avid movie prop collector, James has had the pleasure of making props for low-budget productions and try to encourage others to "make their dreams a reality."


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Hard Shell Costuming	Valley

		James Currie demonstrates making armor and castings.
James Currie



Hugh Daniel

As Dr. Destructo, Hugh Daniels leads explorations into the inner workings of obsolete electronic equipment. As himself, he's a lively raconteur on a variety of subjects.


	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Dr. Destructo with the Kids	Empire

		Hugh Daniel leads an exploration into the inner workings of obsolete electronic equipment. This session will include some destruction of the electronics which Dr. Destructo will explain while he destroys.
Hugh Daniel, Alison Stern

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	The Internet Goes Interplanetary	Club Regent

		The "internet protocol" has been extended to support connectivity and communications off-planet. You may not be able to Instant Message but you will be able to send email. How will this affect long-duration space exploration?
Hugh Daniel, Rudy Rucker, Steve Savitzky, Michael Siladi (M), Michael Ward

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Radical Privacy	Club Regent

		We are losing the presumption of privacy in electronic communications. Can encryption save us, and do we need to be saved?
Hugh Daniel, Brad Templeton (M), Bill Thomasson

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	E-books and Reading Privacy	Gold

		Your reading preferences can become public with e-books, because you pay by credit card or PayPal and get them via email. Could this depress the market for some kinds of literature? Or will we become brazen enough about our choices that we no longer care?
D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Hugh Daniel, Milt Stevens, Jean Marie Stine (M), Bill Thomasson



James Stanley Daugherty

James Stanley Daugherty, M Phil, MFA: camera artist, con-runner, and art curator.  He is a director of the Peninsula Museum of Art and president of a photographic art foundation. He enjoys running science fiction conventions and is a past Westercon Chairman.  Between conventions and gallery openings, he balances his time between running a coconut plantation on Maui, a trendy art loft in San Francisco, and a science fictional house near Las Vegas.  These are three places where hype and history have become so intermingled, that one can no longer tell where the fantasy begins and the reality ends. This is life as it should be.

He is known for his subtle photography. He feels that art is a spiritual vision quest, a subliminal revelation of our primordial consciousness, and a chance to photograph naked women in the wilderness.


	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Putting the Cult in Culture	Gold

		Burning Man, Renaissance Faires, and SF/F have a strong crossover—some people are more comfortable in the past, future, or an alternate world than the present. Can you build a lifestyle on escapism? Do you bring anything valuable from one group to the other, or to reality?
Andrew Clark, Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Kory Doyle, Daryl Frazetti, Allison Lonsdale (M)

	Monday 10:00 am
	Collecting SF Art	Regency Ballroom 1

		Appreciating works of SF art is one thing - but how do you go about collecting it? How do you find the art you're interested in, how much should you be paying for it, and how do you display and store it? An introduction to taking your love of art that one further step - and what to expect when you do
James Stanley Daugherty, John Hertz, Mike Willmoth (M)

	Monday 1:00 pm
	From Kodachrome to Where?	Regency Ballroom 1

		Kodachrome ended a 75-year run in December 2010, causing a lot of grief for its fans. Over the past decade, numerous manufacturers have dropped film cameras from their product lines. Resolution for digital images are approaching the resolution of film. Given all this, introductory photography classes are still taught with black & white film. Where are things heading? 
Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Deirdre Saoirse Moen, Michael Siladi (M)



John DeChancie

John DeChancie has written over two dozen books, and about twice as many short pieces for various magazines. He wants you to send him a friend request on Facebook. He might actually "friend" you. He has a web site, too, and you may find it at www.johndechancie.com. He also writes for fanzines, apas, and other fannish publications. This guy is a writing fool, or foolish enough to have taken up writing for a living. Take your pick. Seriously folks, He's pretty good at writing. He wrote the "Skyway" trilogy and it's really good. He also wrote a whole bunch of books with "castle" in the title. Almost everyone say they are fun. all the aforementioned books are now available in e-formats. 


	Friday 4:00 pm
	Role of SF in Higher Education	Regency Ballroom 1

		Trying to reach our students and keeping material exciting can be a challenging venture. Many of us don't want to teach courses in a traditional way, but instead would like to include new methods and alternative ways of explaining material. Using examples that students can relate to can help their understanding and make material more fun. Discussion focuses on how faculty can incorporate SF/F into their curriculum to enhance student learning.
John DeChancie, Bobbie DuFault (M), Daryl Frazetti

	Friday 5:30 pm
	Fan Editors Panel	Valley

		Fanzines have different audiences, frequencies, means of distribution, and editorial attitudes. Editors explain why they publish a fanzine. Thinking of publishing a fanzine? Encouraging words will be offered.
D. M. Atkins (M), John DeChancie, Tom Digby, Chris Garcia, Robert Hole, Kevin Roche

	Saturday 11:30 am
	The Great Red Spot: Writers' Regrets	Regency Ballroom 2

		A writer is looking over his or her story in a magazine and suddenly realizes he or she left in a mistake - the sun rising on the wrong side of the planet, or Saladin ordering a ham sandwich. The 'Great Red Spot' is the mark left when the writer smacks himself on the forehead. Panelists confess their own errors-in-print, then share their methods for getting things as right as they possibly can.
Kyle Aisteach, Chaz Brenchley, John DeChancie, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Alternating Current Events	Gold

		What news happening under our noses today will switch the course of history into unexpected channels?
John DeChancie, Rudy Rucker, Randy Smith (M)

	Sunday 10:00 am
	Reading - Fantasy	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Fantasy Reading

(Needs Description)
Chaz Brenchley, John DeChancie, Diana L. Paxson (M)

	Monday 10:00 am
	To Market: How to Sell Short Stories	Valley

		Submitting a story to a journal, anthology or magazine might seem as simple as attaching a Word document to an email and firing it off, but is it? How do you know the appropriate market for your fiction? How much is enough money to be paid for your work? How should you approach an editor? What are the dos and don'ts of getting published in the speculative short fiction marketplace?
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff, John DeChancie, Marty Halpern (M), Deirdre Saoirse Moen, Cliff Winnig



Tom Digby

Tom Digby first got into fandom in 1965 and was active in LASFS for more than thirty years until moving to the SF Bay Area in 1997.  His education and job background is in electronic engineering, but he has also written poetry and music.  He is known around fandom for his talent for putting ideas together in unusual ways.

He was active in various apas for many years, but now hangs out mostly on the Internet.  He has a Web site at http://www.well.com/~bubbles/


	Friday 5:30 pm
	Fan Editors Panel	Valley

		Fanzines have different audiences, frequencies, means of distribution, and editorial attitudes. Editors explain why they publish a fanzine. Thinking of publishing a fanzine? Encouraging words will be offered.
D. M. Atkins (M), John DeChancie, Tom Digby, Chris Garcia, Robert Hole, Kevin Roche

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Alien Language	Gold

		When we do hear from ETs, how will we interpret what they are saying? What assumptions can we safely make about common elements of language and communications? Do we want to let them know we received their message? How different could an alien language be, given that it still must communicate warnings and enable communication as human languages do?
Tom Digby, Daryl Frazetti, Patricia MacEwen (M), Dave Trowbridge, Juliette Wade

	Sunday 10:00 am
	Problems with First Contact	Regency Ballroom 2

		Sometimes advanced aliens contact humanity, and sometimes spacefaring humans are doing the contacting. But once contact has happened, what is the moral dimension? Is it immoral to leave individuals in primitive poverty in the hope that they might one day develop their own culture? Can advanced peoples colonize a planet inhabited by primitives and live in peace with them?
Tom Digby, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, G. David Nordley, Mike Sheffield (M), Juliette Wade

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Hollywood Science (or lack thereof)	Regency Ballroom 2

		Directors and screenwriters seem to think that we won't notice and that portraying realistic science would interfere with telling a good story.  Break out the extra-strength disbelief suspenders. When does bad science ruin a story and when does it help the narrative flow—or does it ever?
Tom Digby, Wanda Kurtcu, Stu Shepherd, Brad Templeton (M)



Kory Doyle

Kory Doyle entered the world of fandom at the ripe old age of 12 in 1977.  Over the years he has been staff and/or committee of cons such as LosCon, WesterCon, WorldCon and Gallifrey One.  He has been a professional writer, an avid historical and science fiction costumer and fan at large.  Currently he works as counselor working with special needs children as he completes his masters degree to be a  Marriage and Family.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Queer Representations in Speculative Fiction	Gold

		How are non-heterosexual relationships and non-binary gender identities represented in speculative fiction? Where is it done best, and where is the genre lacking? A survey of representations, both good and bad, across all speculative fiction media: books, films, TV and comic books.
Kyle Aisteach, Gene Armstrong, D. M. Atkins (M), M. Christian, Kory Doyle

	Friday 4:00 pm
	Costuming on a Budget	California

		How to use thrift shops and scavenging techniques to make a costume, and how you can make an inexpensive item mimic an expensive one.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Sandy Manning (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Putting the Cult in Culture	Gold

		Burning Man, Renaissance Faires, and SF/F have a strong crossover—some people are more comfortable in the past, future, or an alternate world than the present. Can you build a lifestyle on escapism? Do you bring anything valuable from one group to the other, or to reality?
Andrew Clark, Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Kory Doyle, Daryl Frazetti, Allison Lonsdale (M)

	Monday 1:00 pm
	The Steampunk Playground	Gold

		If Tolkien defined epic fantasy, and Howard defined sword & sorcery, who defined Steampunk? What are the seminal Steampunk texts, if any, and how have they influenced the subgenre?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Gene Forrer, Ole Tycho Petersen (M), Diana Vick, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska



Bobbie DuFault

Bobbie is a fixture of Northwest Fandom but not in a creepy way. You know that same guy in the same corner of every hotel lobby? Not like that. No, you can walk in to just about any northwest convention and ask, "where's Bobbie?" and you'll have a dozen people point a dozen different directions and nearly every one of them would be right. She runs on hidden quantum energy reserves and makes order from chaos. You can find her in any and every corner of a convention (often at the same time). Running a costuming panel, getting a last minute entry set up in an art show, cooking in hospitality, finding a badge for a fledgling volunteer, in a ConCom meeting discussing what can be done better next year... You would be hard pressed to find anyone who contributes more to Fandom in the Northwest.


	Friday 1:00 pm
	Body Mods: Expanding the Senses	Crystal

		It's already possible to alter human senses with gadgets and implants: a magnet under the skin on your fingertip lets you sense magnetic fields; divers can have orientation sensors send data via their tongues. Will new modes of sensory input be the killer app for body modification?
Bobbie DuFault (M), Jaym Gates

	Friday 4:00 pm
	Role of SF in Higher Education	Regency Ballroom 1

		Trying to reach our students and keeping material exciting can be a challenging venture. Many of us don't want to teach courses in a traditional way, but instead would like to include new methods and alternative ways of explaining material. Using examples that students can relate to can help their understanding and make material more fun. Discussion focuses on how faculty can incorporate SF/F into their curriculum to enhance student learning.
John DeChancie, Bobbie DuFault (M), Daryl Frazetti

	Saturday 11:30 am
	Future Westercons & Bids	California

		Upcoming Westercons and bids present information about their conventions. The 2012 Westercon, ConClusion, will be held in Seattle. The bid for 2013 is for Portland, Oregon. The only current bid for 2014 is for Salt Lake City, Utah.
Gene Armstrong, Bobbie DuFault, Sharon Sbarsky (M), Andy Trembley

	Monday 2:30 pm
	Closing Ceremonies	California

		Thank you for helping to make Westercon 64 a success. Say goodbye to our guests of honor and hear more about next year's Westercon in Seattle.
Bobbie DuFault, Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth



Margaret McGaffey Fisk

Margaret McGaffey Fisk developed a love for different cultures while wandering archaeological sites as a Foreign Service brat in the Middle East. A combined anthropology and creative writing degree continued that focus, but a healthy dose of science fiction and fantasy took her in unexpected directions. She currently lives in Nevada, another desertscape, with her husband, two sons, and four cats. Along with the more traditional hobbies of quilting and playing the guitar, Margaret enjoys her occasional forays into feral cat taming. Her speculative fiction appears online at SFReader.com and in the following anthologies: Aurora in the Dawn by Aurora Wolf, Cloaked in Shadow by Fantasist Enterprises and Triangulation 2004 by PARSEC. Visit her website at http://margaretfisk.mmfcf.com.


	Saturday 11:30 am
	From Hell to the Boardroom	Valley

		The source of evil in horror stories used to be infernal; now it tends to be corporate. Is it a bad thing that corporations are the new bogeymen? What, if anything, are we missing with this change?
Paul Carlson, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, John Shirley, Jason Stewart (M), Dave Trowbridge

	Sunday 10:00 am
	Problems with First Contact	Regency Ballroom 2

		Sometimes advanced aliens contact humanity, and sometimes spacefaring humans are doing the contacting. But once contact has happened, what is the moral dimension? Is it immoral to leave individuals in primitive poverty in the hope that they might one day develop their own culture? Can advanced peoples colonize a planet inhabited by primitives and live in peace with them?
Tom Digby, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, G. David Nordley, Mike Sheffield (M), Juliette Wade

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Writing Formidable Women	Regency Ballroom 2

		Making sure they're formidable. Making sure they're women.
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Valerie E. Frankel, Diana L. Paxson

	Monday 10:00 am
	The Future of Privacy	Regency Ballroom 2

		Technology has made it easier for people to find and share information. At the same time it's become much more difficult to preserve personal privacy. How will the challenge to privacy affect us over the next 50 years? Is this a right to be protected, or is the concept of privacy an illusion—for example, how much privacy did people have living in small towns before mass communications?
Andrew Clark, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Tom Galloway, Glenn Glazer (M), Steve Savitzky, Milt Stevens



Kaja Foglio

Phil and Kaja Foglio are the creators of the Hugo Award-nominated Girl Genius series of graphics novels, which they describe as a â€œGaslamp Fantasyâ€� of a world ruled by Mad Science where â€œsparksâ€� with uncanny scientific skills vie with each other for control of a Europe torn by strife. The Fogliosâ€™ graphic novels are serialized online three times a week, which, contrary to expectations of many who assumed that free online distribution would lead to nobody buying the graphic novel collections, has actually increased their overall sales and won them a dedicated world-wide following, including a nomination for the first-ever Best Graphic Story Hugo Award.

Phil Foglioâ€™s distinctive artwork style has been known to the SF/F world for more than twenty years. He has won two Hugo Awards for his artwork and garnered Hugo Award nominations in four categories. Among his best known works are his illustrations for Robert Asprinâ€™s MythAdventures novels and the graphic adaptation of Asprinâ€™s Another Fine Myth, the Buck Godot graphic novels, the XXXenophilecomic books, and the long-running â€œWhatâ€™s Newâ€� comic series in the pages of Dragon and Duelist magazines. His works include rich characterization and world-building. A close examination of the backgrounds of Philâ€™s work will reward the reader with many hints of a wide world outside of the main frame of the story.

In addition to his graphic novel endeavors, Phil also co-authored the novel Illegal Aliens with Nick Pollotta, and co-authored the non-fiction book Saturday Night Poker with James Ernest and Mike Selinker, a collection of odd and interesting poker variations that are definitely not According to Hoyle.

Kaja Foglio is a self-described â€œcartoon girl,â€� and her husband has described her as the embodiment of the â€œDixie Nullâ€� character from his â€�Whatâ€™s Newâ€� series. Although her contribution to Girl Genius is credited as co-writer with Phil, she is also an artist in her own right. Among her credits are many cards for collectable card games such as Magic: The Gathering.

The Foglios have two children, a son Victor (a budding artist and entrepreneur in his own right) and daughter Alex. They live in Seattle, where their home also serves as the headquarters for their Airship Entertainment imprint and Studio Foglio, leading to the occasional consternation of neighbors when trucks arrive to unload cases of new Girl Genius collections fresh from the printer into their driveway.


	Friday 12:00 pm
	Opening Ceremonies	California

		The con chair will bring out the large wooden badger containing... Wait. Wrong movie. Ahem. Join con chair Glenn Glazer as he introduces our Guests of Honor: Patricia McKillip, Phil & Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth

	Friday 7:30 pm
	Meet the Guests	Regency Ballroom 1

		Come meet our Guests of Honors Patricia McKillip, Phil and Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.  Mingle with our program participants.  Buy them drinks and listen to great stories and bad jokes.  Hosted by Chairman Glenn Glazer.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Saturday afternoon's show is 'rated PG' for suggestive language.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	SF in SF	Club Regent

		SF in SF is an ongoing reading series bringing quality science fiction, fantasy, and horror authors to the Bay Area literary community since 2005. Westercon is pleased to host a special San José edition of SF in SF.
Terry Bisson (M), Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Patricia McKillip, Karen Williams, Mike Willmoth

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Illustrating SF: From Ideas to Images	Regency Ballroom 1

		When creating illustrations to accompany prose fiction, the artist is given a balancing act between finding a way to accurately express the author's prose in visual terms and expressing his or her own creativity and artistic style in the same way. How do different artists approach the art of illustrating fiction, and what are the benefits and drawbacks of that collaborative process?
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Laura Brodian Freas (M)

	Sunday 8:00 pm
	Girl Genius Radio Theatre	Club Regent

		A live performance of a radio-style play based on the Girl Genius graphic novels. Featured in the cast will be Westercon 64's guests of honor Kaja and Phil Foglio and the Girl Genius Radio Players. The Players are recruited from among the convention members during the convention, so persons interested in performing in the cast should stop by the Studio Foglio table in the Dealers' Room earlier in the convention and talk to the Foglios about the play.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio

	Monday 11:30 am
	Web Comics You Should Be Reading	Regency Ballroom 2

		As if you're not spending enough time on the Internet, there are some cutting-edge web comics out there. What's worth reading and why? How do they compare with traditional comics? 
Kaja Foglio, Roberta Gregory, Jason Stewart (M)

	Monday 2:30 pm
	Closing Ceremonies	California

		Thank you for helping to make Westercon 64 a success. Say goodbye to our guests of honor and hear more about next year's Westercon in Seattle.
Bobbie DuFault, Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth



Phil Foglio

Phil and Kaja Foglio are the creators of the Hugo Award-nominated Girl Genius series of graphics novels, which they describe as a â€œGaslamp Fantasyâ€� of a world ruled by Mad Science where â€œsparksâ€� with uncanny scientific skills vie with each other for control of a Europe torn by strife. The Fogliosâ€™ graphic novels are serialized online three times a week, which, contrary to expectations of many who assumed that free online distribution would lead to nobody buying the graphic novel collections, has actually increased their overall sales and won them a dedicated world-wide following, including a nomination for the first-ever Best Graphic Story Hugo Award.

Phil Foglioâ€™s distinctive artwork style has been known to the SF/F world for more than twenty years. He has won two Hugo Awards for his artwork and garnered Hugo Award nominations in four categories. Among his best known works are his illustrations for Robert Asprinâ€™s MythAdventures novels and the graphic adaptation of Asprinâ€™s Another Fine Myth, the Buck Godot graphic novels, the XXXenophilecomic books, and the long-running â€œWhatâ€™s Newâ€� comic series in the pages of Dragon and Duelist magazines. His works include rich characterization and world-building. A close examination of the backgrounds of Philâ€™s work will reward the reader with many hints of a wide world outside of the main frame of the story.

In addition to his graphic novel endeavors, Phil also co-authored the novel Illegal Aliens with Nick Pollotta, and co-authored the non-fiction book Saturday Night Poker with James Ernest and Mike Selinker, a collection of odd and interesting poker variations that are definitely not According to Hoyle.

Kaja Foglio is a self-described â€œcartoon girl,â€� and her husband has described her as the embodiment of the â€œDixie Nullâ€� character from his â€�Whatâ€™s Newâ€� series. Although her contribution to Girl Genius is credited as co-writer with Phil, she is also an artist in her own right. Among her credits are many cards for collectable card games such as Magic: The Gathering.

The Foglios have two children, a son Victor (a budding artist and entrepreneur in his own right) and daughter Alex. They live in Seattle, where their home also serves as the headquarters for their Airship Entertainment imprint and Studio Foglio, leading to the occasional consternation of neighbors when trucks arrive to unload cases of new Girl Genius collections fresh from the printer into their driveway.


	Friday 12:00 pm
	Opening Ceremonies	California

		The con chair will bring out the large wooden badger containing... Wait. Wrong movie. Ahem. Join con chair Glenn Glazer as he introduces our Guests of Honor: Patricia McKillip, Phil & Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth

	Friday 7:30 pm
	Meet the Guests	Regency Ballroom 1

		Come meet our Guests of Honors Patricia McKillip, Phil and Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.  Mingle with our program participants.  Buy them drinks and listen to great stories and bad jokes.  Hosted by Chairman Glenn Glazer.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Saturday afternoon's show is 'rated PG' for suggestive language.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	SF in SF	Club Regent

		SF in SF is an ongoing reading series bringing quality science fiction, fantasy, and horror authors to the Bay Area literary community since 2005. Westercon is pleased to host a special San José edition of SF in SF.
Terry Bisson (M), Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Patricia McKillip, Karen Williams, Mike Willmoth

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Illustrating SF: From Ideas to Images	Regency Ballroom 1

		When creating illustrations to accompany prose fiction, the artist is given a balancing act between finding a way to accurately express the author's prose in visual terms and expressing his or her own creativity and artistic style in the same way. How do different artists approach the art of illustrating fiction, and what are the benefits and drawbacks of that collaborative process?
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Laura Brodian Freas (M)

	Sunday 8:00 pm
	Girl Genius Radio Theatre	Club Regent

		A live performance of a radio-style play based on the Girl Genius graphic novels. Featured in the cast will be Westercon 64's guests of honor Kaja and Phil Foglio and the Girl Genius Radio Players. The Players are recruited from among the convention members during the convention, so persons interested in performing in the cast should stop by the Studio Foglio table in the Dealers' Room earlier in the convention and talk to the Foglios about the play.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio

	Monday 2:30 pm
	Closing Ceremonies	California

		Thank you for helping to make Westercon 64 a success. Say goodbye to our guests of honor and hear more about next year's Westercon in Seattle.
Bobbie DuFault, Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth



Gene Forrer




	Friday 2:30 pm
	History of Airships	California

		Panelists discuss the history of flight and airships, including the recent resurgence of Zeppelins.
Gene Forrer

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	An Introduction to Steampunk Costuming	Regency Ballroom 2

		Steampunk costuming doesn't have to be intimidating. Our panelists will give you the basics that you need to start enjoying the hobby of steampunk costuming.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Gene Forrer, Laura Brodian Freas (M), Mette Hedin, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Your Favorite Steampunk Gadgets	Crystal

		Why are there so many dirigibles in alternate timelines? What hostile steam-powered clank has the best chance against Robert E. Lee?  Panelists discuss their favorite steampunk gadgetry from costume elements to aircraft.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Gene Forrer, Norm Sperling (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Monday 10:00 am
	Future Histories of Medicine	Gold

		Medical science fiction from Miles Breuer to Alan Nourse, from the Sector General series by James White, to the Beta Colony in Lois McMaster Bujold's Miles Vorkosigan saga.
Gene Forrer, Patricia MacEwen (M), Deborah Ross, Bill Thomasson

	Monday 11:30 am
	I Fought The Law (of Thermodynamics) and the Law Won	Regency Ballroom 1

		A certain stripe of hard sf confines itself to known physical laws. How does a writer maintain that discipline? Are such stories generally as popular as other sf? Which writers are champions of this artform?
Gene Forrer, James C. Glass (M), G. David Nordley, Bill Thomasson

	Monday 1:00 pm
	The Steampunk Playground	Gold

		If Tolkien defined epic fantasy, and Howard defined sword & sorcery, who defined Steampunk? What are the seminal Steampunk texts, if any, and how have they influenced the subgenre?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Gene Forrer, Ole Tycho Petersen (M), Diana Vick, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska



Valerie E. Frankel

Valerie Estelle Frankel was born at an early age. Her many essays and short stories have appeared in over eighty magazines and anthologies including Inside Jossâ€™ Dollhouse, Illuminating Torchwood, Rosebud Magazine, and The Oklahoma Review. Her unauthorized parody, Henry Potty and the Pet Rock, won the Indie Excellence Award and was a USA Book News National Best Book. Following numerous pop culture essays about girl power, her latest book, From Girl to Goddess: The Heroineâ€™s Journey in Myth & Legend, has just arrived. Learn more at www.vefrankel.com.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Getting Edgy	Regency Ballroom 1

		While fantasy used to center around noble and good-hearted heroes, a growing subgenre of recent years has celebrated a less savory breed of protagonist. Knights and wizards-in-training are giving way to thieves, assassins, mercenaries and cutthroats. What is the appeal of this form of anti-hero, and what are its origins? How does changing the protagonist alter the kind of story you are able to tell?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Valerie E. Frankel, Gabrielle Harbowy, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M)

	Friday 5:30 pm
	New Monsters	Crystal

		Tired of vampires, zombies and weres? The time is ripe to introduce an iconic new evil in fiction. What's the next big monster to claim the popular imagination? How do you create a captivating monster?
Valerie E. Frankel, Anders Hudson, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	Don't Start with This Book	Gold

		When you want to turn a friend onto a favorite author, this is the book you tell them to stay away from. For example, some would say don't choose The Silmarillion as an introduction to J.R.R. Tolkien or Number of the Beast as an introduction to Heinlein. What is that book for other famous F&SF writers?
Andrew Clark, Valerie E. Frankel, Mike Sheffield, Randy Smith (M)

	Sunday 10:00 am
	How to Promote Yourself as a Writer Without Being Obnoxious	Crystal

		Not all promotion is good promotion. Where does one draw the line between constructive and destructive promotion?
Valerie E. Frankel, Jaym Gates (M), Erin Hoffman, Karen Williams

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Writing Formidable Women	Regency Ballroom 2

		Making sure they're formidable. Making sure they're women.
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Valerie E. Frankel, Diana L. Paxson

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
Valerie E. Frankel, Norm Sperling

	Monday 10:00 am
	Heroine's Journey in Fairytale, Myth, and Fantasy	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Author Valerie Frankel discusses her theory of the Heroine's Journey, and compares and contrasts it to Campbell's theory of the Hero's Journey.
Valerie E. Frankel



Daryl Frazetti

I initially trained in biological anthropology and have a background in both biology and anthropology. Over the last 5 years I have begun researching and publishing on the pop culture areas of: Star Trek, Star Wars, Lord of the Rings, Indiana Jones, X-Men and much more related to Science Fiction.  In addition, I speak at various conventions and colleges on these topics and have taught classes on each of these topics, including Xenolinguistics.  I now also publish and speak on teaching strategies using both literary and filmic science fiction in the sciences and social sciences.  


	Friday 4:00 pm
	Role of SF in Higher Education	Regency Ballroom 1

		Trying to reach our students and keeping material exciting can be a challenging venture. Many of us don't want to teach courses in a traditional way, but instead would like to include new methods and alternative ways of explaining material. Using examples that students can relate to can help their understanding and make material more fun. Discussion focuses on how faculty can incorporate SF/F into their curriculum to enhance student learning.
John DeChancie, Bobbie DuFault (M), Daryl Frazetti

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Alien Language	Gold

		When we do hear from ETs, how will we interpret what they are saying? What assumptions can we safely make about common elements of language and communications? Do we want to let them know we received their message? How different could an alien language be, given that it still must communicate warnings and enable communication as human languages do?
Tom Digby, Daryl Frazetti, Patricia MacEwen (M), Dave Trowbridge, Juliette Wade

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Putting the Cult in Culture	Gold

		Burning Man, Renaissance Faires, and SF/F have a strong crossover—some people are more comfortable in the past, future, or an alternate world than the present. Can you build a lifestyle on escapism? Do you bring anything valuable from one group to the other, or to reality?
Andrew Clark, Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Kory Doyle, Daryl Frazetti, Allison Lonsdale (M)

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
Daryl Frazetti, Dave Trowbridge

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	25 Things I learned from SF	Crystal

		How much of what you know did you get from science fiction? Chromatophores and Kuiper belts, tesseracts and teratrogens—what Newton dreamt and how anarchy might work—we've all received innumerable infodumps. How has science fiction shaped your life, your worldview, and the cool stuff you spout at parties?
Kyle Aisteach, Paul Carlson, Daryl Frazetti, Sandy Manning, Mike Willmoth (M)



Laura Brodian Freas

Laura Brodian Freas is a professional artist whose first nationally illustrations appeared in Weird Tales, Analog, Marion Zimmer Bradley's Fantasy Magazine, and in special editions of Easton Press. She has been nominated for the Association of Science Fiction and Fantasy Artist's highest award four times. She and her late husband, Frank Kelly Freas, shared the Chesley Award for the joint painting Scribe. If you listen to classical music on National Public Radio, you have heard her hosting Music Through the Night and other classical segments.


	Saturday 1:00 pm
	An Introduction to Steampunk Costuming	Regency Ballroom 2

		Steampunk costuming doesn't have to be intimidating. Our panelists will give you the basics that you need to start enjoying the hobby of steampunk costuming.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Gene Forrer, Laura Brodian Freas (M), Mette Hedin, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Illustrating SF: From Ideas to Images	Regency Ballroom 1

		When creating illustrations to accompany prose fiction, the artist is given a balancing act between finding a way to accurately express the author's prose in visual terms and expressing his or her own creativity and artistic style in the same way. How do different artists approach the art of illustrating fiction, and what are the benefits and drawbacks of that collaborative process?
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Laura Brodian Freas (M)



David Friedman




	Friday 2:30 pm
	Science, Technology, and Law	Regency Ballroom 2

		Once upon a time, radio and television were radical inventions. With the advent of the Internet, email, instant messaging and social media have taken the forefront in social and cultural change. Have they caused revolutions or just sped up the inevitable change?
Ctein (M), David Friedman, Anders Hudson, Brad Templeton, Michael Ward

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Stranger in a Strange Land, 50 Years Later	Regency Ballroom 1

		Is Robert Heinlein's book still relevant? What do today's readers think of it?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Paul Carlson, Andrew Clark, David Friedman, Mike Sheffield (M)

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Economics, SF's Weak Spot	Club Regent

		So many SF worlds, only two main economic systems. What else might we come up with as theories of value and exchange?
Andrew Clark (M), Ctein, David Friedman, Matthew Joseph Harrington, Mike Sheffield

	Monday 11:30 am
	Cuirboulli: Making Armor from Leather and Water	Valley

		David Friedman demonstrates how to make armor from leather and water.
David Friedman



Tom Galloway

Tom Galloway is a former Googler.  His adventures include winning on a game show, Neil Gaiman telling an audience &quot;You should all get together and burn [Tom] as a witch&quot;, Harlan Ellison trying to get him dates via public radio, raising $10,000 for the Comic Book Legal Defense Fund due to the result of a program item, being a Starfleet Admiral in a Trek comic book, organizing an MIT hack on the Harvard-Yale football game, creating the Google Gulp flavor Glutamate Grape, and being a practice dummy for teaching Nobel Prize winners the Macarena.


	Friday 5:30 pm
	The Plight of Female Superheroes	Regency Ballroom 2

		Superman has starred in six feature films. Batman has starred in seven. Which super heroines might find as wide an audience, and why hasn't it already happened?
Tom Galloway (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Wanda Kurtcu

	Saturday 11:30 am
	All-Time Greatest Comics	Crystal

		What constitutes an all-time great comic? Who gets to decide who the best ones are? Panelists discuss their criteria for "greatest" and what they think the ultimate comics are.
Tom Galloway, K.J Karvonen, Derek McCaw, Randy Smith (M), Mo Starkey

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	After Borders, What?	Valley

		A decade ago we were all hearing that independent shops were doomed because Borders was taking over. Now Borders is in Chapter 11 bankruptcy. What's next for bookstores, independent and otherwise?
D. M. Atkins, Tom Galloway (M), Jean Marie Stine, Karen Williams

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Reboot: Starting Over	Valley

		Batman, James Bond, Battlestar Galactica, Star Trek. How can a franchise that has run out of steam get a fresh start? Should the past be ignore or acknowledged? How do you please both fans and newbies?
Tom Galloway (M), Anders Hudson, Daniel Kimmel, Derek McCaw

	Sunday 11:30 am
	The Thrill of Great Science Writing	Club Regent

		It can do more than just educate you—it can restore your sense of wonder. Carl Sagan, Stephen Hawking and Mary Roach seem to have a gift. What makes their writing and subject matter so intriguing and delightful?
Tom Galloway (M), Norm Sperling, Bill Thomasson

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Sunday night's show content is unrestricted and uncensored, and parental discretion is strongly advised.
Tom Galloway, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Allison Lonsdale, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Monday 10:00 am
	The Future of Privacy	Regency Ballroom 2

		Technology has made it easier for people to find and share information. At the same time it's become much more difficult to preserve personal privacy. How will the challenge to privacy affect us over the next 50 years? Is this a right to be protected, or is the concept of privacy an illusion—for example, how much privacy did people have living in small towns before mass communications?
Andrew Clark, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Tom Galloway, Glenn Glazer (M), Steve Savitzky, Milt Stevens



Chris Garcia

Christopher J Garcia is a writer, historian and filmmaker from Santa Clara, California. He's been working as a curator at the Computer History Museum in Mountain View since 1999 and has written extensively on the history of computers, software and video games. His films like The Chick Magnet and Steampunk: Building a Better Yesterday, have shown at festivals and cons around the world. He may be best known as the 10-time Hugo nominee for Best Fan Writer and for his fanzine The Drink Tank (co-edited with James Bacon), as well as his zines Journey Planet (with James Bacon and Claire Brialey) and Exhibition Hall (with James Bacon and Ariane Wolfe).


	Friday 5:30 pm
	Fan Editors Panel	Valley

		Fanzines have different audiences, frequencies, means of distribution, and editorial attitudes. Editors explain why they publish a fanzine. Thinking of publishing a fanzine? Encouraging words will be offered.
D. M. Atkins (M), John DeChancie, Tom Digby, Chris Garcia, Robert Hole, Kevin Roche

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Current Hugo Nominees	Crystal

		Panelists discuss current Hugo and Campbell nominees, make their recommendations, and predict winners.
Chris Garcia, John Hertz (M), Randy Smith

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Saturday afternoon's show is 'rated PG' for suggestive language.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Sunday 10:00 am
	3-D Cinema	Club Regent

		Aside from being dimmer and costing studios and consumers more money, what does 3-D offer to filmmakers and consumers, really? Is it a revolution in filmmaking? What works (and what doesn't) in 3-D films? Do we need a new visual language for the next generation of cinema?
Chris Garcia (M), Anders Hudson, Daniel Kimmel, Mike Stern

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Classic Vampires Versus "New" Vampires	Valley

		Bela Lugosi's Dracula seems as innocent as a dad in a 1950s sitcom compared to the vampires in today's movies and TV shows. What was the old set of rules that defined the lives of vampires? In what ways have different writers changed them, or the way vampires are characterized, while making the legend a more popular source of entertainment than ever before?
D. M. Atkins (M), Chris Garcia, Jay Hartlove, Derek McCaw, Mo Starkey, Karen E. Taylor

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Sunday night's show content is unrestricted and uncensored, and parental discretion is strongly advised.
Tom Galloway, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Allison Lonsdale, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Monday 11:30 am
	Moviemakers and Writers in an Ideal World	Gold

		Films adapted from SF/F stories are often criticized on the basis of whether or not they have been faithful to the book. Differences between the mediums impose certain modifications when a novel is turned into a movie. We'll discuss ways the collaborative creative process between filmmakers and writers would work better if they could define the relationship.
Chris Garcia (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Daniel Kimmel, Mo Starkey



Jaym Gates

Jaym Gates used to think she wanted to write. But there wasn't enough madness in it, so she went to the Mountains of Madness and asked the seers what she could do about all of this sanity. No longer worried about extra time OR sanity, she is a publicist, anthology editor and club promoter/manager. Her clients include the Nebula Awards, SFWA and Raw Dog Screaming Press. Her anthologies are the zombie erotic collection Rigor Amortis and the 1920's themed Broken Time Blues. Her promotion/managing work has her running around for 20-plus hours in heels and a corset, telling sadists what to do. Hey, it's never boring. More info can be found at www.dragoninkhouse.com, as well as information on hiring her as your very own mad publicist.


	Friday 1:00 pm
	Body Mods: Expanding the Senses	Crystal

		It's already possible to alter human senses with gadgets and implants: a magnet under the skin on your fingertip lets you sense magnetic fields; divers can have orientation sensors send data via their tongues. Will new modes of sensory input be the killer app for body modification?
Bobbie DuFault (M), Jaym Gates

	Friday 4:00 pm
	Your Local Library: Fortress of Solitude or Last Best Hope?	Gold

		The role of libraries in fostering YA fantasy and science fiction is essential. But in these days of cost-cutting, are libraries still able to help in the way they were when we were kids? If not, what can we do to help raise the next generation of fan readers?
Jaym Gates, Jay Hartlove (M), Randy Smith

	Sunday 10:00 am
	How to Promote Yourself as a Writer Without Being Obnoxious	Crystal

		Not all promotion is good promotion. Where does one draw the line between constructive and destructive promotion?
Valerie E. Frankel, Jaym Gates (M), Erin Hoffman, Karen Williams

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Will the Anthology Market Come Back?	Regency Ballroom 2

		Anthologies have been difficult for publishers for decades. There was a time when they were more consistent sellers, but these days they rarely earn out their advances. What does the future hold for the anthology market?
Jaym Gates, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross, Rachel Swirsky, Karen Williams (M)

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	Paranormal Romance	Crystal

		Paranormal romance is perhaps the most successful sub-genre of speculative fiction in the past 20 years, yet it is also one of the most widely dismissed. Is it something new, or a re-labeling of a very old genre? What are the key elements to paranormal romance, the tropes and traditions, and the key to its success?
Jaym Gates (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Monday 1:00 pm
	Art Forms for Other Senses	California

		What sort of art would be made by species whose senses differ from our own? Imagine scent-paintings, sonic tapestries, symphonies of electromagnetic radiation, and sculptures of pressure and convection currents in a fluid medium….
Jaym Gates (M), Juliette Wade



James C. Glass

James C. Glass is a retired physics and astronomy professor and dean who now spends his time writing, painting, traveling, and playing didgeridoo or native American flute. He made his first story sale in 1988 and was the Grand Prize Winner of Writers of the Future in 1991. Since then he has sold six novels, three short story collections, and over forty short stories to magazines such as Aboriginal S.F., Analog, and  Talebones. For details, see his web site at www.sff.net/people/jglass/ . He now divides his time between Spokane, Washington and Desert Hot Springs, California with wife Gail, who is a costumer and healing dancer.


	Friday 4:00 pm
	I Forgot To Get A Real Job!	Regency Ballroom 2

		Changing technology and a retooled economy have redefined the world of work. Your father may have been employed 40 years at the same factory, but your life will be quite different. What tools do people need to keep working today? What changes should people be preparing for?
Kyle Aisteach, James C. Glass (M), Bill Thomasson, Karen Williams

	Friday 5:30 pm
	Death and Rebirth of the Short Story Market	Gold

		For decades, the number of published short stories was in a steady decline. With electronic publishing, that trend has reversed, but is the number of high-quality short fiction stories published on the rise? Panelists discuss their impressions of the state of the market.
James C. Glass, Dave Smeds, Randy Smith (M)

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Getting Your First Professional Sale	California

		Panelists discuss getting their first professional writing sale and impart tips and tricks they learned along the way.
Jeff Carlson, James C. Glass, Erin Hoffman, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M)

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
James C. Glass, Karen E. Taylor

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Reading - Science Fiction	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to two of our authors read from their science fiction works. 
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), James C. Glass, Kevin Andrew Murphy

	Monday 10:00 am
	Cold Sleep & Generation Ships	Crystal

		Without faster-than-light interstellar travel, your options for getting to the stars are suspended animation, or dying of old age en route after raising another generation to continue the mission. Both options create interesting directions for narrative. How have different writers handled these tropes? Have we explored all the implications? Have we explored all the options?
James C. Glass, Matthew Joseph Harrington (M), Sandy Manning, G. David Nordley

	Monday 11:30 am
	I Fought The Law (of Thermodynamics) and the Law Won	Regency Ballroom 1

		A certain stripe of hard sf confines itself to known physical laws. How does a writer maintain that discipline? Are such stories generally as popular as other sf? Which writers are champions of this artform?
Gene Forrer, James C. Glass (M), G. David Nordley, Bill Thomasson



Glenn Glazer

Glenn Glazer has been working on conventions for over thirty years, including dozens of art shows, dealers rooms, logistics, facilities liaison work and most recently, the chair of SMOFcon 28 and Westercon 64.  He is a member of two non-profit boards dedicated to running conventions: SFSFC which runs conventions in the SF Bay Area and SCIFI, which runs conventions in the LA and Orange County areas.

In his day life, he is the Server Release Manager for Linden Lab, riding herd on the several thousand hosts that make up the Second Life grids.   He has published several works, all technical papers in computer science, in the fields of security and application level mobility.

Glenn lives on a quiet, wooded hillside in the Santa Cruz Mountains with his wonderful wife, Allison Hershey and their pug, Winnie.


	Friday 12:00 pm
	Opening Ceremonies	California

		The con chair will bring out the large wooden badger containing... Wait. Wrong movie. Ahem. Join con chair Glenn Glazer as he introduces our Guests of Honor: Patricia McKillip, Phil & Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth

	Friday 2:30 pm
	Tricks and Tips for Better GMing	Valley

		Part writer, part director, part politician, part cat-herder, a game master has to orchestrate a pretty complex system to run a good RPG. From worldbuilding to creating atmosphere, game masters share the techniques that make players say "That was awesome!" and discuss resources like Tracy & Curtis Hickman's Xtreme Dungeon Mastery. Learn how to identify different types of players, get players to share the work of worldbuilding, find/build props (useful in tabletop campaigns as well as LARPs), and much more.
Glenn Glazer (M), Mike Stern

	Friday 7:30 pm
	Meet the Guests	Regency Ballroom 1

		Come meet our Guests of Honors Patricia McKillip, Phil and Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.  Mingle with our program participants.  Buy them drinks and listen to great stories and bad jokes.  Hosted by Chairman Glenn Glazer.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	e-Fandom	Regency Ballroom 1

		Instant communication has changed the face of fandom. No longer tied to the vagaries of mimeograph machines and snail mail, fandom has become more immediate and less parochial. Or has it? Is it still a proud and lonely thing to be a fan?
Glenn Glazer, Ole Tycho Petersen, Mike Willmoth (M), Ben Yalow

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Interview: Author Guest of Honor	Regency Ballroom 1

		Come hear about our writer guest of honor, Patricia McKillip, and her work.
Glenn Glazer, Patricia McKillip

	Monday 10:00 am
	The Future of Privacy	Regency Ballroom 2

		Technology has made it easier for people to find and share information. At the same time it's become much more difficult to preserve personal privacy. How will the challenge to privacy affect us over the next 50 years? Is this a right to be protected, or is the concept of privacy an illusion—for example, how much privacy did people have living in small towns before mass communications?
Andrew Clark, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Tom Galloway, Glenn Glazer (M), Steve Savitzky, Milt Stevens

	Monday 2:30 pm
	Closing Ceremonies	California

		Thank you for helping to make Westercon 64 a success. Say goodbye to our guests of honor and hear more about next year's Westercon in Seattle.
Bobbie DuFault, Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth



Barry Gold

A computer programmer, (currently specializing in Unix kernel and driver work), an amateur cook and pastry chef, a filksinger, and a guitar player. He is married to Lee Gold and often performs her songs. 


	Friday 1:00 pm
	Harder and Harder SF	Gold

		Stories with a strong affinity for real science are thought to define the SF genre but it's a definition that seems to changed radically in the last couple of decades. What stories, considered "hard" SF today, are stretching the meaning into new shapes for tomorrow?
Art Bozlee, Barry Gold, Kevin Andrew Murphy, G. David Nordley, Ben Yalow (M)

	Friday 4:00 pm
	What Is Filk?	Valley

		An introductory panel on what filk is all about.
Barry Gold, Moira Greyland (M), Allison Lonsdale

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Fan History	Crystal

		Should the history of fandom be preserved? If so (or not), why? What documents and other artifacts should be included? What are the best practices for saving fan history?
Barry Gold, Ole Tycho Petersen, Jean Marie Stine, Mike Willmoth (M), Ben Yalow

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Concert: Barry Gold	California

		A computer programmer (currently specializing in Unix kernel and driver work), an amateur cook and pastry chef, a filksinger, and a guitar player.  He is married to Lee Gold and often performs her songs.
Barry Gold



Lynn Gold

Lynn has been active in west coast fandom for nearly three decades and in the filk community for over two decades.Â  She has run many parties, served on many concoms, and has performed at many cons.Â  Outside of fandom, she's a technical writer, broadcast journalist, long-time denizen of the Internet (31 years), and occasional stand-up comedian.Â  She's also the only person we know of to have taken on Pachelbel's Canon in D and won, found her way onto NPR singing "How I love to break wind," and written a side-splitting song about cell-splitting.


	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Concert: Lynn Gold	California

		You never know what topics or music genres she's going to skewer. What you can count on is that she'll make you laugh. 
Lynn Gold



Lisa Goldstein

Lisa Goldstein (b. November 21, 1953 in Los Angeles) is a Nebula, Hugo, and World Fantasy Award nominated fantasy and science fiction writer. Her 1982 novel The Red Magician won the American Book Award for best paperback novel, and was praised by Philip K. Dick shortly before his death. Goldstein writes science fiction and fantasy; her two novels Daughter of Exile and The Divided Crown are considered literary fantasy. She has published two fantasy novels under the pen name Isabel Glass. She chose to use a pseudonym to separate the novels from her other work. She married Douglas A. Asherman in 1986, and lives in Oakland, California.


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Fantasy Houses with SF Furniture in Them	Regency Ballroom 2

		If there's magic in it, the book is fantasy, right? But what if the magical power is on tap like water and you pay a monthly bill to the city magic utility, as in Walter John Williams' Metropolitan? What if magic is described, studied, and practiced in the language of physics and software, as in Charles Stross' The Atrocity Archives? Is this a new genre, a hybrid genre, or still just fantasy?
Chaz Brenchley, Paul Carlson, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross (M)

	Saturday 11:30 am
	The Great Red Spot: Writers' Regrets	Regency Ballroom 2

		A writer is looking over his or her story in a magazine and suddenly realizes he or she left in a mistake - the sun rising on the wrong side of the planet, or Saladin ordering a ham sandwich. The 'Great Red Spot' is the mark left when the writer smacks himself on the forehead. Panelists confess their own errors-in-print, then share their methods for getting things as right as they possibly can.
Kyle Aisteach, Chaz Brenchley, John DeChancie, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	How to Survive as an Artist or Writer	Gold

		In addition to surviving financially, there's also surviving emotionally. Our panelists discuss their long-term strategies for maintaining sanity in this crazy business.
Terry Bisson (M), Chaz Brenchley, Lisa Goldstein, Daniel Kimmel, Stu Shepherd, Bruce Taylor



John Goodwin



Roberta Gregory

Roberta Gregory is best known for her long career in comics and graphic novels, best known for her Bitchy character, star of a 40-issue series from Fantagraphics Books and countless international collections, as well as the Life's a Bitch animated cartoon. But Roberta is also known for much more, including her True Cat Toons, Mother Mountain series and latest book, Follow Your Art. Visit her website at www.robertagregory.com


	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Artists Writing Fiction/Writers Making Art	Crystal

		How does the creative process of writing fiction compare to that of painting a picture, making a sculpture, or any other number of fine arts? Do writing and the fine arts stem from the same creative impulse, or are they distinctly different and unrelated pursuits? For those who write and produce art, what are the merits of each, and where do they intersect?
Roberta Gregory, Diana L. Paxson (M), Stu Shepherd

	Monday 11:30 am
	Web Comics You Should Be Reading	Regency Ballroom 2

		As if you're not spending enough time on the Internet, there are some cutting-edge web comics out there. What's worth reading and why? How do they compare with traditional comics? 
Kaja Foglio, Roberta Gregory, Jason Stewart (M)



Moira Greyland

Moira Greyland sings and accompanies herself on the concert harp. She sings in seven languages and numerous native dialects. An award-winning Celtic singer with a nearly five octave range, she is equally at home singing a lead in an opera, playing the harp for a wedding reception, or giving a concert of a variety of stunning vocal selections accompanied on the pedal harp. When Moira was four, her mother (Marion Zimmer Bradley) noticed she had perfect pitch, and that she could sing back any tune perfectly on the first hearing, whether it was an operatic aria or the most elusive Gaelic folksong. Moira began memorizing Irish folksongs at the age of six, and had amassed a repertoire of six hundred songs by the time she was fourteen. She began memorizing entire operas at the age of ten, in different languages including German, beginning with Mozart's Die Zauberfl"ote, G&S "The Mikado" and "Pirates of Penzance." She began vocal training at the unusually early age of fourteen and had learned a few hundred arias before she began college.


	Friday 4:00 pm
	What Is Filk?	Valley

		An introductory panel on what filk is all about.
Barry Gold, Moira Greyland (M), Allison Lonsdale

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Tea Time!	Con Suite

		Join us for afternoon tea with our writer guest of honor, Patricia McKillip.
Moira Greyland, Patricia McKillip

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Musical Instruments Demonstration for Kids	Empire

		Moira Greyland will show the kids the inner workings of her harp.


Moira Greyland

	Sunday 4:45 pm
	Concert: Moira Greyland	California

		Moira Greyland (formerly Moira Stern) will be playing rollicking Celtic tunes along with her own original songs, and selections by Cynthia McQuillin and (the artist formerly known as) Heather Alexander. Come join us for an hour of gorgeous harp music, puns, and silliness! 
Moira Greyland



Marty Halpern

Marty Halpern (along with his co-editor Nick Gevers) posed the question Is Anybody Out There? and much to his delight, he received a response: DAW Books published original theme anthology Is Anybody out There? -- stories about the Fermi paradox -- on June 1, 2010; the anthology is currently on the 2011 Locus Recommended Reading List. Marty (with Nick) is now working on a "hard urban" anthology entitled Strange Magnificence. From 1999 through 2007, Marty was an acquisitions/content editor for Golden Gryphon Press. His edited works received the Hugo, World Fantasy (three), International Horror Guild, and William L. Crawford awards. He is currently acquiring manuscripts for Underland Press, as well as freelancing for Ace Books, Night Shade Books, Tachyon Publications, and others, in addition to working directly with authors and their manuscripts. Marty also copyedits Realms of Fantasy magazine. He has a reprint anthology, Alien Contact, forthcoming in November from Night Shade Books. You can follow Marty on Twitter (martyhalpern), visit his blog "More Red Ink" at martyhalpern.blogspot.com, and/or friend him on Facebook.


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Fantasy Houses with SF Furniture in Them	Regency Ballroom 2

		If there's magic in it, the book is fantasy, right? But what if the magical power is on tap like water and you pay a monthly bill to the city magic utility, as in Walter John Williams' Metropolitan? What if magic is described, studied, and practiced in the language of physics and software, as in Charles Stross' The Atrocity Archives? Is this a new genre, a hybrid genre, or still just fantasy?
Chaz Brenchley, Paul Carlson, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross (M)

	Saturday 11:30 am
	The Great Red Spot: Writers' Regrets	Regency Ballroom 2

		A writer is looking over his or her story in a magazine and suddenly realizes he or she left in a mistake - the sun rising on the wrong side of the planet, or Saladin ordering a ham sandwich. The 'Great Red Spot' is the mark left when the writer smacks himself on the forehead. Panelists confess their own errors-in-print, then share their methods for getting things as right as they possibly can.
Kyle Aisteach, Chaz Brenchley, John DeChancie, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy

	Sunday 10:00 am
	Iron Editor	Valley

		Normally any "writers' workshop" is a private behind closed doors affair, inviting rumors on ancient and tribal rites involving Styrofoam, marshmallows and duct tape. This panel is designed to bring to the public what the process looks and sounds like. Using submissions from the audience members, our panelists will quickly mark up and present a critique. All of our Iron Editors have been published themselves, and have a very good idea of what a story needs to get published. To participate bring up to 2 double spaced pages of creative writing either to the panel or drop it off in the box at the Info Desk. You must be present to have your submission critiqued! The more - the merrier!! Also, non-submitting audience members are more than welcome.
Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy, Wanda Kurtcu, Deirdre Saoirse Moen

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Will the Anthology Market Come Back?	Regency Ballroom 2

		Anthologies have been difficult for publishers for decades. There was a time when they were more consistent sellers, but these days they rarely earn out their advances. What does the future hold for the anthology market?
Jaym Gates, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross, Rachel Swirsky, Karen Williams (M)

	Monday 10:00 am
	To Market: How to Sell Short Stories	Valley

		Submitting a story to a journal, anthology or magazine might seem as simple as attaching a Word document to an email and firing it off, but is it? How do you know the appropriate market for your fiction? How much is enough money to be paid for your work? How should you approach an editor? What are the dos and don'ts of getting published in the speculative short fiction marketplace?
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff, John DeChancie, Marty Halpern (M), Deirdre Saoirse Moen, Cliff Winnig



Gabrielle Harbowy

Gabrielle Harbowy (www.gabrielle-edits.com) edits fantasy and science fiction for publishers including Pyr, Seven Realms, and Dragon Moon Press, and is a staff proofreader for LambdaLiterary.org. An award-nominated writer, her short fiction appears in print from Dagan Books, Graveside Tales, and online in podcast fiction anthologies. Her first anthology, "When the Hero Comes Home," co-edited with Ed Greenwood, is available now from Dragon Moon Press.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Getting Edgy	Regency Ballroom 1

		While fantasy used to center around noble and good-hearted heroes, a growing subgenre of recent years has celebrated a less savory breed of protagonist. Knights and wizards-in-training are giving way to thieves, assassins, mercenaries and cutthroats. What is the appeal of this form of anti-hero, and what are its origins? How does changing the protagonist alter the kind of story you are able to tell?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Valerie E. Frankel, Gabrielle Harbowy, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M)

	Saturday 11:30 am
	The Great Red Spot: Writers' Regrets	Regency Ballroom 2

		A writer is looking over his or her story in a magazine and suddenly realizes he or she left in a mistake - the sun rising on the wrong side of the planet, or Saladin ordering a ham sandwich. The 'Great Red Spot' is the mark left when the writer smacks himself on the forehead. Panelists confess their own errors-in-print, then share their methods for getting things as right as they possibly can.
Kyle Aisteach, Chaz Brenchley, John DeChancie, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy

	Sunday 10:00 am
	Iron Editor	Valley

		Normally any "writers' workshop" is a private behind closed doors affair, inviting rumors on ancient and tribal rites involving Styrofoam, marshmallows and duct tape. This panel is designed to bring to the public what the process looks and sounds like. Using submissions from the audience members, our panelists will quickly mark up and present a critique. All of our Iron Editors have been published themselves, and have a very good idea of what a story needs to get published. To participate bring up to 2 double spaced pages of creative writing either to the panel or drop it off in the box at the Info Desk. You must be present to have your submission critiqued! The more - the merrier!! Also, non-submitting audience members are more than welcome.
Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy, Wanda Kurtcu, Deirdre Saoirse Moen

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	Finding the Right Voice	Regency Ballroom 2

		When representing different accents and speech patterns in fiction, some authors choose to add the occasional slang term or flourish while others go to the lengths of writing entire novels in a vernacular accent. How much is too much? Is it worth sacrificing readability for authenticity? Tips, strategies and techniques for accurately representing speech in fiction.
Gabrielle Harbowy, Kevin Andrew Murphy, Jason Stewart (M), Rachel Swirsky

	Monday 11:30 am
	Getting the Details Right	Crystal

		How hard is it to learn basic science and tech if you're a writer who skated through that part of his or her education? How can that be overcome? Does it matter? How does credible science in a story bolster the believability of the parts that are obviously fabricated?
Paul Carlson, Gabrielle Harbowy, Robert Hole (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Juliette Wade



Matthew Joseph Harrington

Matthew Joseph Harrington, son of historian Joseph Daniel Harrington, was born in 1960 at the US Naval Hospital in Yokosuka, Japan. He taught himself to read at the age of two. He was enrolled in public schools in Bowie, Maryland, and received an education by skipping class to hang out in the public library. At 10 he pushed a two-ton truck uphill unassisted. First story ever sold was to Larry Niven for Man-Kzin Wars seriesâ€” which, given that the authors up to then were such lights as Poul Anderson, Hal Colebatch, Dean Ing, Donald Kingsbury, and Dr. Jerry Pournelle, was an experience not unlike showing up for a draft physical and being inducted into the Justice League. His third published story, Soul Survivor, in Baen's Universe, has been recommended for the Nebula. He has recently written a novel in collaboration with Larry Niven, about asteroid mining and nanotechnology, entitled Small Wonder. It has been snatched up by Tor Books. They are currently working on another. He has rewired his house, which had no ground, and rebuilt its sewer drain, which had burst in the crawlspace in which he had to work. Prayers are always welcome. He has fed a feral kitten from the palm of his hand. He has repeatedly been bitten on the palm by a kitten. On two occasions he has been propositioned by women who turned out to be porn stars. He turned them both down. He is currently living with fantasy artist Valerie Anne Shoemaker and 6 cats. He does not drink beer. Stay fannish, my firends.


	Friday 5:30 pm
	The Plight of Female Superheroes	Regency Ballroom 2

		Superman has starred in six feature films. Batman has starred in seven. Which super heroines might find as wide an audience, and why hasn't it already happened?
Tom Galloway (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Wanda Kurtcu

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
Matthew Joseph Harrington, Deborah Ross

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	Environmental Politics of SF/F	Crystal

		SF/F has long dealt with environmental concerns, imagining the future impacts of overpopulation, climate change, peak oil, and water shortages. Contemporary writers talk about the importance of ecological themes in their work.
D. M. Atkins (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Bruce Taylor

	Sunday 11:30 am
	No More Boots on the Ground?	Crystal

		Are robots and remotely piloted planes precursors of weapon systems that will let human soldiers leave other parts of the front line? To what extent will personal combat remain part of the future of war?
Matthew Joseph Harrington, Mike Shepherd Moscoe, John Shirley (M), Brad Templeton

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Villains vs. Evil	Valley

		Is a great bad guy essential for certain stories to work? What makes for a truly scary villain? Is a villain necessarily evil?
Matthew Joseph Harrington, Milt Stevens, Jason Stewart (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Economics, SF's Weak Spot	Club Regent

		So many SF worlds, only two main economic systems. What else might we come up with as theories of value and exchange?
Andrew Clark (M), Ctein, David Friedman, Matthew Joseph Harrington, Mike Sheffield

	Monday 10:00 am
	Cold Sleep & Generation Ships	Crystal

		Without faster-than-light interstellar travel, your options for getting to the stars are suspended animation, or dying of old age en route after raising another generation to continue the mission. Both options create interesting directions for narrative. How have different writers handled these tropes? Have we explored all the implications? Have we explored all the options?
James C. Glass, Matthew Joseph Harrington (M), Sandy Manning, G. David Nordley

	Monday 11:30 am
	Moviemakers and Writers in an Ideal World	Gold

		Films adapted from SF/F stories are often criticized on the basis of whether or not they have been faithful to the book. Differences between the mediums impose certain modifications when a novel is turned into a movie. We'll discuss ways the collaborative creative process between filmmakers and writers would work better if they could define the relationship.
Chris Garcia (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Daniel Kimmel, Mo Starkey



Jay Hartlove

 Jayâ€™s new thriller The Chosen has been published by Damnation Books and is available from booksellers now. Although this is his first book sale, Jay has been writing professionally for 30 years in gaming, religion and the law. Jay describes his writing as â€œdark connections revealed,â€� as he explores psychology, the occult and the unsettling coincidences around us. Jay does extensive research for his writing, and he has put much of his research for The Chosen on the bookâ€™s website www.jaywrites.com. Jay is probably better known in fandom as a competition costumer. He first hit the stage in 1977, and since then he has taken Most Accurate Recreation at CostumeCon 8 in 1990 and Best in Show at WorldCon in 2002. He teaches sculpting techniques at conventions and through the Greater Bay Area Costumers Guild. Jay is married to historical costumer and SMOF Denisen Hartlove. Their two daughters Katie and Abby made their masquerade stage debut by winning Best Presentation at Westercon 2009.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	History Is Written By The Winners	Crystal

		How much of what we know about history may be wrong? (How did we find out it was wrong?)
Jay Hartlove (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Dave Smeds, Milt Stevens, Dave Trowbridge

	Friday 4:00 pm
	Your Local Library: Fortress of Solitude or Last Best Hope?	Gold

		The role of libraries in fostering YA fantasy and science fiction is essential. But in these days of cost-cutting, are libraries still able to help in the way they were when we were kids? If not, what can we do to help raise the next generation of fan readers?
Jaym Gates, Jay Hartlove (M), Randy Smith

	Saturday 11:30 am
	Why It Isn't Scary Anymore	Club Regent

		The classic horror film ideas are not frightening to today's audiences. Is it still entertaining to be scared? Or are people only experiencing a jaded amusement from violence and special effects gore? Panelists discuss their ultimate horror films.
Jeff Carlson, Jay Hartlove (M), Wanda Kurtcu

	Saturday 7:00 pm
	Reading - Horror	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to our writers reading from their horror fiction. 
Jay Hartlove, John Shirley (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Maybe I Am Too Normal to Enjoy This Book...	Crystal

		Horror authors share the worst things ever said about their work and discuss the context of the outburst.
M. Christian, Jay Hartlove, John Shirley (M), Norm Sperling

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Classic Vampires Versus "New" Vampires	Valley

		Bela Lugosi's Dracula seems as innocent as a dad in a 1950s sitcom compared to the vampires in today's movies and TV shows. What was the old set of rules that defined the lives of vampires? In what ways have different writers changed them, or the way vampires are characterized, while making the legend a more popular source of entertainment than ever before?
D. M. Atkins (M), Chris Garcia, Jay Hartlove, Derek McCaw, Mo Starkey, Karen E. Taylor



Lisa Hayes

Lisa Hayes has been attending Westercons since 1990, where she first met her future husband, Kevin Standlee. She is an avid hall costumer and volunteer at many conventions. As part of her business, Tsuki Systems LLC, Lisa is the tech support for Match Game SF, under the careful supervision of her constant companion, Kuma Bear. Her hobbies include trains and rail transit, and she a volunteer at a local rail museum near her home.


	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Saturday afternoon's show is 'rated PG' for suggestive language.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Sunday night's show content is unrestricted and uncensored, and parental discretion is strongly advised.
Tom Galloway, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Allison Lonsdale, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley



Mette Hedin

Mette is a local amateur costumer who likes to make her own life difficult by trying to do too much in too little time. She likes to dabble in a little bit of everything: from fabric to Silicone, spray paint to embroidery, and preferably all at once at 3 in the morning while maniacally talking to herself and getting measurements wrong. She assumes no one will ever read this bio, but if you do and happen to find her during the convention, tell her the secret passphrase: "lizards do not taste like jellybeans," and something interesting might happen. 


	Saturday 1:00 pm
	An Introduction to Steampunk Costuming	Regency Ballroom 2

		Steampunk costuming doesn't have to be intimidating. Our panelists will give you the basics that you need to start enjoying the hobby of steampunk costuming.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Gene Forrer, Laura Brodian Freas (M), Mette Hedin, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Sunday 10:00 am
	Working with Wonderflex	Gold

		Ever seen one of the amazing costume pieces wandering around the convention, and wondered how it was made? Two of our most inventive and detail-oriented costumers, Mette Hedin and Bryan Little, will be giving a demonstration on that little-known material that helps to make the wonders happen—Wonderflex!
Mette Hedin, Bryan Little



John Hertz

Down Under Fan Fund delegate, 2010. Three Hugo nominations as Best Fan Writer. Big Heart Award, 2003. Sent to Yokohama Worldcon by one-time fan fund HANA (Hertz Across to Nippon Alliance). Infected fandom with Regency Dancing. Moderator of panels, leader of art show tours, judge or M.C. of Masquerades. Collections: On My Sleeve ('09), Dancing and Joking ('05), West of the Moon ('02). Fanzine, Vanamonde. Favorite non-sf authors: Chuang Tzu, Maimonides, Nabokov, Sayers.


	Friday 7:30 pm
	Regency Dance	Regency Ballroom 2

		The English Regency was just over a decade, but it has had a broad influence on everything from literature to music and dance. Don't worry if you don't know the steps—expert John Hertz will teach you as he calls the dances.
John Hertz

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Current Hugo Nominees	Crystal

		Panelists discuss current Hugo and Campbell nominees, make their recommendations, and predict winners.
Chris Garcia, John Hertz (M), Randy Smith

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Docent Tours: Art Show	Imperial Ballroom

		Walk through the Art Show with one of our thoughtful perceptive tour leaders.  We try to arrange a variety, women and men, fans and pros, some exhibiting artists and some not. Talking about art is itself an art.

We'll put up a tour schedule in the Art Show near the entrance.  We'll the schedule in the program guide and on the con Website too.
John Hertz

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Docent Tours: Art Show	Imperial Ballroom

		Walk through the Art Show with one of our thoughtful perceptive tour leaders. We try to arrange a variety, women and men, fans and pros, some exhibiting artists and some not. Talking about art is itself an art. We'll put up a tour schedule in the Art Show near the entrance. We'll the schedule in the program guide and on the con Website too. 
John Hertz, Mo Starkey (M)

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Docent Tours: Art Show	Imperial Ballroom

		Walk through the Art Show with one of our thoughtful perceptive tour leaders. We try to arrange a variety, women and men, fans and pros, some exhibiting artists and some not. Talking about art is itself an art. We'll put up a tour schedule in the Art Show near the entrance. We'll the schedule in the program guide and on the con Website too. 
John Hertz, Espana Sheriff (M)

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Science Fiction Classics	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come join a discussion of three science fiction classics with John Hertz. 

# Poul Anderson, _Brain Wave_ (1954): Humankind didn't invent it; we escaped it. The Solar System suddenly moves out of a cosmic cloud after hundreds of millions of years. It was a suppressor field, so everything that has a brain is about five times smarter - people and animals. Now what?

# Philip K. Dick, _The Man in the High Castle_ (1962): This won Dick's only Hugo. The Allies lost World War II; Nazi Germany controls the east coast of North America, Imperial Japan the west, where most of the story is set. Avram Davidson, who was no dope, said "It's all here, extrapolation, suspense, action, art philosophy."

# Murray Leinster, "The Ethical Equations" (1945): Here are hostile aliens we can't take advantage of, astounding technology ditto, bureaucrats who get their noses pulled, neatly and deftly shown. Leinster coined "first contact" for the first meeting of humans and aliens; the Sidewise Award for alternative history is named after a Leinster novella. He was one of SF's best craftsmen.
John Hertz

	Monday 10:00 am
	Collecting SF Art	Regency Ballroom 1

		Appreciating works of SF art is one thing - but how do you go about collecting it? How do you find the art you're interested in, how much should you be paying for it, and how do you display and store it? An introduction to taking your love of art that one further step - and what to expect when you do
James Stanley Daugherty, John Hertz, Mike Willmoth (M)



Leigh Ann Hildebrand

Leigh Ann Hildebrand talks a lot â€“ about religion, feminism, sexuality, costuming, bacon, mixology, knitting, public transit, Santa, ghazals, bargains, etiquette, medieval multiculturalism, pink gadgets, Fillory, mystical experiences, silk, the South, henna, lint, elections, Harlan Ellison, vests, bathtubs, podcasts, Hugo nominees, Neoplatonism, Arabic letters, pagans, badge ribbons, arugula and kale, grief, Egyptian art appearing in movies based on graphic novels, the evil that is cilantro, mythical lions â€“ and a lot of other equally obscure, controversial, silly, important and decidedly fannish topics. She also loves to listen to other people talk about all of those things, especially if cocktails and chocolate are involved. Leigh Ann will be spending summer 2011 in a liminal state before going bicoastal in pursuit of a master of theological studies degree; Westercon is the penultimate West Coast stop on her Hella Wicked Summer Farewell Tour.


	Friday 5:30 pm
	Why Bad SF Movies are so Good	California

		Sometimes the car wrecks of SF movies are terrible but we can't take our eyes off them. Panelists discuss the best of the worst. 
Leigh Ann Hildebrand (M), Daniel Kimmel

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Saturday afternoon's show is 'rated PG' for suggestive language.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Pretty Pretty Princess vs Tank Girl	Gold

		The pleasantries and pitfalls of costume for the female fan. What does a fan girl do when she doesn't look like the "source" material or—heaven forfend—doesn't care.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Leigh Ann Hildebrand (M), Gretchen Kisler, Diana Vick

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Sunday night's show content is unrestricted and uncensored, and parental discretion is strongly advised.
Tom Galloway, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Allison Lonsdale, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley



Erin Hoffman

Erin Hoffman is a decade-plus veteran of online game design and the author of Sword of Fire and Sea, a fantasy novel recently published by Pyr Books. 


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Getting Your First Professional Sale	California

		Panelists discuss getting their first professional writing sale and impart tips and tricks they learned along the way.
Jeff Carlson, James C. Glass, Erin Hoffman, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M)

	Sunday 10:00 am
	How to Promote Yourself as a Writer Without Being Obnoxious	Crystal

		Not all promotion is good promotion. Where does one draw the line between constructive and destructive promotion?
Valerie E. Frankel, Jaym Gates (M), Erin Hoffman, Karen Williams

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Play the Story: Videogames and Narrative Technique	Gold

		In many ways it seems interactivity is the enemy of narrative—after all, it's a bit hard to tell a story if your reader is in charge of which direction it goes in. Can video games deliver a strong narrative, and if so what form of narrative can they take? A look at how games straddle the line between interactivity and story.
Erin Hoffman (M), Mo Starkey, Alison Stern, Mike Stern

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Fantasy and Monarchy	Regency Ballroom 2

		Many fantasy novels revolve around kings and queens, princes and princesses, tyrannical emperors and long-lost heirs to the throne. How much of fantasy's appeal is grounded in a monarchical setting, and how can this long-standing tradition of genre be updated, refreshed, or abandoned entirely?
Chaz Brenchley, Erin Hoffman, Dave Trowbridge, Karen Williams (M)



Robert Hole

Bob Hole's first word was "owl" but that hasn't stopped him. Trained as a biologist specializing in ecology & evolution, he's also an artist, writer, and teacher. Among many other things he publishes the fanzine e2PMI.


	Friday 5:30 pm
	Fan Editors Panel	Valley

		Fanzines have different audiences, frequencies, means of distribution, and editorial attitudes. Editors explain why they publish a fanzine. Thinking of publishing a fanzine? Encouraging words will be offered.
D. M. Atkins (M), John DeChancie, Tom Digby, Chris Garcia, Robert Hole, Kevin Roche

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Saturday afternoon's show is 'rated PG' for suggestive language.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Sunday night's show content is unrestricted and uncensored, and parental discretion is strongly advised.
Tom Galloway, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Allison Lonsdale, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Monday 11:30 am
	Getting the Details Right	Crystal

		How hard is it to learn basic science and tech if you're a writer who skated through that part of his or her education? How can that be overcome? Does it matter? How does credible science in a story bolster the believability of the parts that are obviously fabricated?
Paul Carlson, Gabrielle Harbowy, Robert Hole (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Juliette Wade



Anders Hudson

Anders Hudson is a special effects artist and designer in the Bay Area and has the luxury of working at one of the most prolific design studios outside of LA. He is known to be a costumer, period reencator, technical adviser, weapon smith, and general man of action. His work can be seen on television and feature films. While little more is known about his personal life, we are fairly sure he lives in the most zombie proof house in Campbell, it is rumored to be covered in asbestos plates and has a freakishly large collection of kitchen knives. He lives with a Valkyrie burlesque performer and a rescue pitbull with a heart of gold.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Science, Technology, and Law	Regency Ballroom 2

		Once upon a time, radio and television were radical inventions. With the advent of the Internet, email, instant messaging and social media have taken the forefront in social and cultural change. Have they caused revolutions or just sped up the inevitable change?
Ctein (M), David Friedman, Anders Hudson, Brad Templeton, Michael Ward

	Friday 5:30 pm
	New Monsters	Crystal

		Tired of vampires, zombies and weres? The time is ripe to introduce an iconic new evil in fiction. What's the next big monster to claim the popular imagination? How do you create a captivating monster?
Valerie E. Frankel, Anders Hudson, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Reboot: Starting Over	Valley

		Batman, James Bond, Battlestar Galactica, Star Trek. How can a franchise that has run out of steam get a fresh start? Should the past be ignore or acknowledged? How do you please both fans and newbies?
Tom Galloway (M), Anders Hudson, Daniel Kimmel, Derek McCaw

	Sunday 10:00 am
	3-D Cinema	Club Regent

		Aside from being dimmer and costing studios and consumers more money, what does 3-D offer to filmmakers and consumers, really? Is it a revolution in filmmaking? What works (and what doesn't) in 3-D films? Do we need a new visual language for the next generation of cinema?
Chris Garcia (M), Anders Hudson, Daniel Kimmel, Mike Stern



Chelsea Kalenda




	Sunday 5:30 pm
	Frankenpatterning	Valley

		Need a pattern to make that cool new costume? Maybe you can use pieces you already have. Experienced costumers show you tricks and tips for what kinds of patterns to choose, how to manipulate them, and how to put the pieces together as a garment.
Chelsea Kalenda, Gretchen Kisler (M)



K.J Karvonen

K. J. Keiji Karvonen is a published author and an editor of children's books.


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Anime: Why Do We Love It?	Regency Ballroom 1

		What's new in the field, and what makes Anime so popular? How far has anime penetrated into global culture—and what is its future?
K.J Karvonen, Mo Starkey, Jason Stewart (M)

	Saturday 11:30 am
	All-Time Greatest Comics	Crystal

		What constitutes an all-time great comic? Who gets to decide who the best ones are? Panelists discuss their criteria for "greatest" and what they think the ultimate comics are.
Tom Galloway, K.J Karvonen, Derek McCaw, Randy Smith (M), Mo Starkey



Daniel Kimmel

Daniel M. Kimmel is past president of the Boston Society of Film Critics. His reviews appeared in the Worcester Telegram & Gazettefor 25 years and can now be found at NorthShoreMovies.Net. He is local correspondent for Variety, the "Movie Maven" for the(Boston) Jewish Advocate and teaches film at Suffolk University. He writes on classic science fiction films for Clarkesworld andSpace and Time magazine. His book on the history of FOX TV, The Fourth Network, received the Cable Center Book Award. His other books include a history of DreamWorks, The Dream Team, and I'll Have What She's Having: Behind the Scenes of the Great Romantic Comedies. His latest book, his first on SF, is Jar Jar Binks Must Die...and Other Observations about Science Fiction Movies.


	Friday 5:30 pm
	Why Bad SF Movies are so Good	California

		Sometimes the car wrecks of SF movies are terrible but we can't take our eyes off them. Panelists discuss the best of the worst. 
Leigh Ann Hildebrand (M), Daniel Kimmel

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	How to Survive as an Artist or Writer	Gold

		In addition to surviving financially, there's also surviving emotionally. Our panelists discuss their long-term strategies for maintaining sanity in this crazy business.
Terry Bisson (M), Chaz Brenchley, Lisa Goldstein, Daniel Kimmel, Stu Shepherd, Bruce Taylor

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Reboot: Starting Over	Valley

		Batman, James Bond, Battlestar Galactica, Star Trek. How can a franchise that has run out of steam get a fresh start? Should the past be ignore or acknowledged? How do you please both fans and newbies?
Tom Galloway (M), Anders Hudson, Daniel Kimmel, Derek McCaw

	Sunday 10:00 am
	3-D Cinema	Club Regent

		Aside from being dimmer and costing studios and consumers more money, what does 3-D offer to filmmakers and consumers, really? Is it a revolution in filmmaking? What works (and what doesn't) in 3-D films? Do we need a new visual language for the next generation of cinema?
Chris Garcia (M), Anders Hudson, Daniel Kimmel, Mike Stern

	Monday 11:30 am
	Moviemakers and Writers in an Ideal World	Gold

		Films adapted from SF/F stories are often criticized on the basis of whether or not they have been faithful to the book. Differences between the mediums impose certain modifications when a novel is turned into a movie. We'll discuss ways the collaborative creative process between filmmakers and writers would work better if they could define the relationship.
Chris Garcia (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Daniel Kimmel, Mo Starkey

	Monday 1:00 pm
	Reading: Non-Fiction	Valley

		Come listen to Norm Sperling reading about science humor you don't need college science to "get" and Daniel M. Kimmel reading from his book, Jar Jar Binks Must Die...and Other Observations about Science Fiction Movies.
Daniel Kimmel, Norm Sperling (M)



Gretchen Kisler

Gretchen's love of marine invertebrates led her to a degree in ecology. She is a volunteer at the Monterey Bay Aquarium. She's also an avid thrift store shopper and loves to make new pieces from thrift store finds -- everything from costumes to decorative glassware.


	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Pretty Pretty Princess vs Tank Girl	Gold

		The pleasantries and pitfalls of costume for the female fan. What does a fan girl do when she doesn't look like the "source" material or—heaven forfend—doesn't care.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Leigh Ann Hildebrand (M), Gretchen Kisler, Diana Vick

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	Frankenpatterning	Valley

		Need a pattern to make that cool new costume? Maybe you can use pieces you already have. Experienced costumers show you tricks and tips for what kinds of patterns to choose, how to manipulate them, and how to put the pieces together as a garment.
Chelsea Kalenda, Gretchen Kisler (M)

	Monday 10:00 am
	Marine Invertebrates and the People Who Love Them	California

		Panelists discuss why marine invertebrates are so compelling.
Gretchen Kisler, Rudy Rucker



Wanda Kurtcu

Wanda Kurtcu is a writer whose claim to fame is a produced Star Trek script for her story, "A Matter of Honor."


	Friday 5:30 pm
	The Plight of Female Superheroes	Regency Ballroom 2

		Superman has starred in six feature films. Batman has starred in seven. Which super heroines might find as wide an audience, and why hasn't it already happened?
Tom Galloway (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Wanda Kurtcu

	Saturday 11:30 am
	Why It Isn't Scary Anymore	Club Regent

		The classic horror film ideas are not frightening to today's audiences. Is it still entertaining to be scared? Or are people only experiencing a jaded amusement from violence and special effects gore? Panelists discuss their ultimate horror films.
Jeff Carlson, Jay Hartlove (M), Wanda Kurtcu

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Franchise Writing	Club Regent

		With original novels based on entertainment properties such as Star Wars, Doctor Who and Halo regularly hitting the bestsellers lists, media tie-in fiction is big business. It is also a type of fiction that comes with its own rules and expectations. A group of experienced authors of tie-in fiction discuss their own experiences working with someone else's characters—the challenges, the benefits and the drawbacks.
Terry Bisson, Wanda Kurtcu, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M), Dave Smeds

	Sunday 10:00 am
	Iron Editor	Valley

		Normally any "writers' workshop" is a private behind closed doors affair, inviting rumors on ancient and tribal rites involving Styrofoam, marshmallows and duct tape. This panel is designed to bring to the public what the process looks and sounds like. Using submissions from the audience members, our panelists will quickly mark up and present a critique. All of our Iron Editors have been published themselves, and have a very good idea of what a story needs to get published. To participate bring up to 2 double spaced pages of creative writing either to the panel or drop it off in the box at the Info Desk. You must be present to have your submission critiqued! The more - the merrier!! Also, non-submitting audience members are more than welcome.
Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy, Wanda Kurtcu, Deirdre Saoirse Moen

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Hollywood Science (or lack thereof)	Regency Ballroom 2

		Directors and screenwriters seem to think that we won't notice and that portraying realistic science would interfere with telling a good story.  Break out the extra-strength disbelief suspenders. When does bad science ruin a story and when does it help the narrative flow—or does it ever?
Tom Digby, Wanda Kurtcu, Stu Shepherd, Brad Templeton (M)



Eric Larson




	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Saturday afternoon's show is 'rated PG' for suggestive language.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Sunday night's show content is unrestricted and uncensored, and parental discretion is strongly advised.
Tom Galloway, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Allison Lonsdale, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley



Bryan Little

Bryan makes and builds original and recreation costumes and props. He is always looking for new construction methods and materials. Starting more than 10 years ago with Duct tape, cardboard and bits of junk to make his costumes he has now advanced to using thermoplastics, resins and silicone. He likes to try new things, even if he ends up F---ing it up! He next plans to attempt to electrocute himself with more electronics.


	Sunday 10:00 am
	Working with Wonderflex	Gold

		Ever seen one of the amazing costume pieces wandering around the convention, and wondered how it was made? Two of our most inventive and detail-oriented costumers, Mette Hedin and Bryan Little, will be giving a demonstration on that little-known material that helps to make the wonders happen—Wonderflex!
Mette Hedin, Bryan Little



Allison Lonsdale

Allison Lonsdale (www.allisonlonsdale.com) wants to be a memetic virus when she grows up. She makes a living as a technical editor and makes the living worthwhile by singing her original songs about sex, science, and the supernatural in coffee-houses. Her fiction has appeared in the anthologies From Porn to Poetry, Best Transgender Erotica, Blood Surrender, and Best Erotic Fantasy & Science Fiction. She runs the San Diego SF&F Meetup and volunteers for SanSFiS, the nonprofit behind Conjecture and Anime Conji.


	Friday 4:00 pm
	What Is Filk?	Valley

		An introductory panel on what filk is all about.
Barry Gold, Moira Greyland (M), Allison Lonsdale

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Putting the Cult in Culture	Gold

		Burning Man, Renaissance Faires, and SF/F have a strong crossover—some people are more comfortable in the past, future, or an alternate world than the present. Can you build a lifestyle on escapism? Do you bring anything valuable from one group to the other, or to reality?
Andrew Clark, Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Kory Doyle, Daryl Frazetti, Allison Lonsdale (M)

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Concert: Allison Lonsdale	California

		Allison Lonsdale's original songs about literature, religion, the supernatural, and the messy business of being human often include references to math and the sciences. She was a coauthor of the YouTube parody hits "LOL Together" and "Hey There Cthulhu," Her album Live at Lestat's is available on CDBaby, and she also appears on Eben Brooks' Lovecraftian EP O, R'lyeh? Iä, R'lyeh!
Allison Lonsdale

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Sunday night's show content is unrestricted and uncensored, and parental discretion is strongly advised.
Tom Galloway, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Allison Lonsdale, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley



Patricia MacEwen

Pat MacEwen is a physical anthropologist (translation: bone freak) with a sordid past in forensics and an abiding passion for inventing interesting aliens by means of their sex lives. She writes sf, fantasy, horror and mystery. Her short fiction has been published in F&SF and several anthologies, the latest being "Welcome to the Greenhouse: SF About Climate Change."


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Alien Language	Gold

		When we do hear from ETs, how will we interpret what they are saying? What assumptions can we safely make about common elements of language and communications? Do we want to let them know we received their message? How different could an alien language be, given that it still must communicate warnings and enable communication as human languages do?
Tom Digby, Daryl Frazetti, Patricia MacEwen (M), Dave Trowbridge, Juliette Wade

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Delusions of Gender	Gold

		From alien races with one sex or many to human androgynes, hermaphrodites, and beyond, SF has used gender and sexuality as lenses to examine human minds and cultures. Consider the single sex of Ursula K. Le Guin's The Left Hand of Darkness versus the five sexes of Melissa Scott's Shadow Man. The James Tiptree, Jr. Award anthologies also explore these possibilities.
D. M. Atkins, Patricia MacEwen, Jean Marie Stine (M), Juliette Wade

	Sunday 7:00 pm
	Geothermal Power	Crystal

		A freshly updated look at geothermal power, its drawbacks and new processes that could make it much more feasible in highly populated areas.  Also a look at the African Rift Project, where 375 new geothermal plants are being built.
Patricia MacEwen

	Monday 10:00 am
	Future Histories of Medicine	Gold

		Medical science fiction from Miles Breuer to Alan Nourse, from the Sector General series by James White, to the Beta Colony in Lois McMaster Bujold's Miles Vorkosigan saga.
Gene Forrer, Patricia MacEwen (M), Deborah Ross, Bill Thomasson



Sandy Manning

Sandra Manning has been teaching Math and Science to high school students in remote places in Alaska for the past 9 years. She has a BS in Mathematics, a Masters in teaching with a focus on integrating technology into the classroom. She also has been attending conventions since the 80's and has been reading science fiction since high school. She has been into costuming since the age of 15 and enjoys belly dancing.


	Friday 4:00 pm
	Costuming on a Budget	California

		How to use thrift shops and scavenging techniques to make a costume, and how you can make an inexpensive item mimic an expensive one.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Sandy Manning (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Must I Wear a Corset?: The Soiled Dove vs. The Lady Explorer	Regency Ballroom 1

		The feminine steampunk silhouette and the problems thereof.
Sandy Manning (M), Ilana Murray, Diana Vick

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	25 Things I learned from SF	Crystal

		How much of what you know did you get from science fiction? Chromatophores and Kuiper belts, tesseracts and teratrogens—what Newton dreamt and how anarchy might work—we've all received innumerable infodumps. How has science fiction shaped your life, your worldview, and the cool stuff you spout at parties?
Kyle Aisteach, Paul Carlson, Daryl Frazetti, Sandy Manning, Mike Willmoth (M)

	Monday 10:00 am
	Cold Sleep & Generation Ships	Crystal

		Without faster-than-light interstellar travel, your options for getting to the stars are suspended animation, or dying of old age en route after raising another generation to continue the mission. Both options create interesting directions for narrative. How have different writers handled these tropes? Have we explored all the implications? Have we explored all the options?
James C. Glass, Matthew Joseph Harrington (M), Sandy Manning, G. David Nordley



Derek McCaw

By day a high school drama teacher, by night a man of many hats that are all too small for his head. Derek runs the site Fanboy Planet and hosts its weekly podcast. He has appeared onstage in many local theater productions, playing roles as diverse as Claudius in Hamlet to Dr. Scott in the Rocky Horror Show. Starting his comic book career a few years ago, he co-wrote the fantasy-horror title Tony Loco, co-wrote The Greatest American Hero with original star William Katt, and continues contributing to Bela Lugosi's Tales from the Grave. Though he writes comics too scary for his young son to read, he also spends time as a comedian, performing with ComedySportz for the past 23 years.


	Saturday 11:30 am
	All-Time Greatest Comics	Crystal

		What constitutes an all-time great comic? Who gets to decide who the best ones are? Panelists discuss their criteria for "greatest" and what they think the ultimate comics are.
Tom Galloway, K.J Karvonen, Derek McCaw, Randy Smith (M), Mo Starkey

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Reboot: Starting Over	Valley

		Batman, James Bond, Battlestar Galactica, Star Trek. How can a franchise that has run out of steam get a fresh start? Should the past be ignore or acknowledged? How do you please both fans and newbies?
Tom Galloway (M), Anders Hudson, Daniel Kimmel, Derek McCaw

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Classic Vampires Versus "New" Vampires	Valley

		Bela Lugosi's Dracula seems as innocent as a dad in a 1950s sitcom compared to the vampires in today's movies and TV shows. What was the old set of rules that defined the lives of vampires? In what ways have different writers changed them, or the way vampires are characterized, while making the legend a more popular source of entertainment than ever before?
D. M. Atkins (M), Chris Garcia, Jay Hartlove, Derek McCaw, Mo Starkey, Karen E. Taylor



Patricia McKillip

Patricia A. McKillip was born many years ago in Salem, Oregon on February 29, which probably has very little to do with anything, but you never know. An Air Force Brat, she left her birthplace at an early age and lived in Mississippi, California, Arizona, Germany and England, where, at age 14, she put pen to paper one day and turned out a thirty-page fairytale. She has been writing ever since. Moving back to California the same year, she attended high school and college in San Jose. She entered San Jose State College in the memorable year of 1968 (when, during her first semester, the students, the teachers and the cafeteria workers all went on strike at once) and graduated from the upgraded San Jose State University with a Masters Degree in English Literature and three published novels.

One of those novels was The Forgotten Beasts of Eld, which won the first World Fantasy Award in 1975, given by the budding organization that, in 2008, gave her its Life Achievement Award. In between those awards, she supported herself with her writing. Among books published as YA novels by Atheneum, she wrote the Riddle-Master Trilogy, and The Changeling Sea. With some trepidation, knowing how exacting the readers of it can be, she experimented with science fiction in the adult novel Foolâ€™s Run, and the YA novels Moon-Flash, and The Moon and the Face. After living in the San Francisco Bay Area for a quarter of a century, she decided it was time for a change, and made a leap across country from San Francisco to a tiny village in the Catskills of New York. There she turned out a number of fantasy novels, both to keep her roof over her head and to satisfy a vision of a series of novels which, like a series of paintings, would have little in common with one another except that they were done by the same person and they were all fantasy. Such novels include The Book of Atrix Wolfe, Song for the Basilisk, Winter Rose, Ombria in Shadow, which won both the World Fantasy and the Mythopoeic Awards for Best Novel 2003, Od Magic and the contemporary fantasy, Solstice Wood, which also picked up a Mythopoeic Award in 2007. Interspersed with the novels, she wrote a number of fantasy short stories, most of which she collected in the 2005 anthology Harrowing the Dragon.

After fourteen years of shoveling snow in the Catskills, she married the poet David Lunde, then shoveling snow near Lake Erie, and moved with him back to Oregon. They live and work in the Coos Bay Area, on the south coast. Her latest published novel is The Bell at Sealey Head, in which she made use of the various wonderful landscapes along the coast. She is, as always, in the midst of yet another novel.


	Friday 12:00 pm
	Opening Ceremonies	California

		The con chair will bring out the large wooden badger containing... Wait. Wrong movie. Ahem. Join con chair Glenn Glazer as he introduces our Guests of Honor: Patricia McKillip, Phil & Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth

	Friday 7:30 pm
	Meet the Guests	Regency Ballroom 1

		Come meet our Guests of Honors Patricia McKillip, Phil and Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.  Mingle with our program participants.  Buy them drinks and listen to great stories and bad jokes.  Hosted by Chairman Glenn Glazer.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
Patricia McKillip, Mike Shepherd Moscoe

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Tea Time!	Con Suite

		Join us for afternoon tea with our writer guest of honor, Patricia McKillip.
Moira Greyland, Patricia McKillip

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	SF in SF	Club Regent

		SF in SF is an ongoing reading series bringing quality science fiction, fantasy, and horror authors to the Bay Area literary community since 2005. Westercon is pleased to host a special San José edition of SF in SF.
Terry Bisson (M), Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Patricia McKillip, Karen Williams, Mike Willmoth

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Interview: Author Guest of Honor	Regency Ballroom 1

		Come hear about our writer guest of honor, Patricia McKillip, and her work.
Glenn Glazer, Patricia McKillip

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Guest of Honor Reading: Patricia McKillip	Regency Ballroom 1

		Come listen to our Writer Guest of Honor read from her works.
Patricia McKillip

	Monday 2:30 pm
	Closing Ceremonies	California

		Thank you for helping to make Westercon 64 a success. Say goodbye to our guests of honor and hear more about next year's Westercon in Seattle.
Bobbie DuFault, Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth



Mike Shepherd Moscoe

Mike's love for Science Fiction started when he picked up "Rocket Ship Galileo" in the fifth grade, and then proceeded to read every book in the library with a rocket sticker on its spine. Analog bought "Summer Hopes, Winter Dreams" for the March, 1991 issue. Four years later he sold his first novel. In the years years since then, Mike's published sixteen novels. Mike lives in Vancouver, Washington, with his wife Ellen. He enjoys reading, writing, watching grand-children for story ideas and upgrading his computer -- all are never ending. His latest book is Kris Longknife -- Redoubtable.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	History Is Written By The Winners	Crystal

		How much of what we know about history may be wrong? (How did we find out it was wrong?)
Jay Hartlove (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Dave Smeds, Milt Stevens, Dave Trowbridge

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
Patricia McKillip, Mike Shepherd Moscoe

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Reading - Science Fiction	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to three of our authors read from their science fiction works. 
Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Deborah Ross (M), Dave Trowbridge

	Sunday 11:30 am
	No More Boots on the Ground?	Crystal

		Are robots and remotely piloted planes precursors of weapon systems that will let human soldiers leave other parts of the front line? To what extent will personal combat remain part of the future of war?
Matthew Joseph Harrington, Mike Shepherd Moscoe, John Shirley (M), Brad Templeton

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Perils and Joys of Series Writing	Gold

		It's a steady paycheck for writing, and you do get to explore characters in great depth. On the other hand you can't kill a character, or even change them much, without killing the series. Or can you?
Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Diana L. Paxson, Deborah Ross (M)

	Monday 11:30 am
	Getting the Details Right	Crystal

		How hard is it to learn basic science and tech if you're a writer who skated through that part of his or her education? How can that be overcome? Does it matter? How does credible science in a story bolster the believability of the parts that are obviously fabricated?
Paul Carlson, Gabrielle Harbowy, Robert Hole (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Juliette Wade



Kevin Andrew Murphy

Kevin Andrew Murphy is the author of numerous short stories, poems, novelettes, novellas, and even a few novels. His most recent works are the Matabor Triptych in Esther Friesner's supernatural suburbia anthologies (Witch Way to the Mall, Strip Mauled, and Fangs for the Mammaries), the 18th century alchemical webfiction "The Secret of the Rose and Glove" featured on Paizo.com, and "The Straight Man" in Fort Freak, the latest volume of George R.R. Martin's Wild Cards series, due out this June from Tor.


	Friday 1:00 pm
	Harder and Harder SF	Gold

		Stories with a strong affinity for real science are thought to define the SF genre but it's a definition that seems to changed radically in the last couple of decades. What stories, considered "hard" SF today, are stretching the meaning into new shapes for tomorrow?
Art Bozlee, Barry Gold, Kevin Andrew Murphy, G. David Nordley, Ben Yalow (M)

	Friday 2:30 pm
	Getting Edgy	Regency Ballroom 1

		While fantasy used to center around noble and good-hearted heroes, a growing subgenre of recent years has celebrated a less savory breed of protagonist. Knights and wizards-in-training are giving way to thieves, assassins, mercenaries and cutthroats. What is the appeal of this form of anti-hero, and what are its origins? How does changing the protagonist alter the kind of story you are able to tell?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Valerie E. Frankel, Gabrielle Harbowy, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M)

	Friday 5:30 pm
	New Monsters	Crystal

		Tired of vampires, zombies and weres? The time is ripe to introduce an iconic new evil in fiction. What's the next big monster to claim the popular imagination? How do you create a captivating monster?
Valerie E. Frankel, Anders Hudson, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Getting Your First Professional Sale	California

		Panelists discuss getting their first professional writing sale and impart tips and tricks they learned along the way.
Jeff Carlson, James C. Glass, Erin Hoffman, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M)

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Franchise Writing	Club Regent

		With original novels based on entertainment properties such as Star Wars, Doctor Who and Halo regularly hitting the bestsellers lists, media tie-in fiction is big business. It is also a type of fiction that comes with its own rules and expectations. A group of experienced authors of tie-in fiction discuss their own experiences working with someone else's characters—the challenges, the benefits and the drawbacks.
Terry Bisson, Wanda Kurtcu, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M), Dave Smeds

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Reading - Science Fiction	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to two of our authors read from their science fiction works. 
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), James C. Glass, Kevin Andrew Murphy

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	Finding the Right Voice	Regency Ballroom 2

		When representing different accents and speech patterns in fiction, some authors choose to add the occasional slang term or flourish while others go to the lengths of writing entire novels in a vernacular accent. How much is too much? Is it worth sacrificing readability for authenticity? Tips, strategies and techniques for accurately representing speech in fiction.
Gabrielle Harbowy, Kevin Andrew Murphy, Jason Stewart (M), Rachel Swirsky



Ilana Murray

Ilana Murray has been making props and costumes for 25 years. Her loves include costume, jewelry, props, corsets, environment design, millinery, shoe making and looking for shortcuts to make the costuming experience more efficient and fun for all levels of makers.


	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Must I Wear a Corset?: The Soiled Dove vs. The Lady Explorer	Regency Ballroom 1

		The feminine steampunk silhouette and the problems thereof.
Sandy Manning (M), Ilana Murray, Diana Vick

	Sunday 11:30 am
	How to Build a Perfect Pleat Maker	Valley

		You too can effortlessly make hundreds of pleats an hour. Ilana shows you how to construct and use your own pleating board.
Ilana Murray



G. David Nordley

G. David Nordley (pen name of Gerald D. Nordley) is an astronautical engineer and writer of over 50 published works of nonfiction and short fiction, two novels and a Mars-related story collection, After the Vikings from Fictionwise.com. His main interest is human space exploration and settlement and he tries to keep his scientific background real. He has four Analog â€œAnlabâ€� readersâ€™ awards, and a Hugo and a Nebula nomination. His latest novel, To Climb a Flat Mountain, appeared in Analog as a serial in the Nov. and Dec. 2009 issues. He lives in Sunnyvale CA with his wife, a retired Mac computer programmer.


	Friday 1:00 pm
	Harder and Harder SF	Gold

		Stories with a strong affinity for real science are thought to define the SF genre but it's a definition that seems to changed radically in the last couple of decades. What stories, considered "hard" SF today, are stretching the meaning into new shapes for tomorrow?
Art Bozlee, Barry Gold, Kevin Andrew Murphy, G. David Nordley, Ben Yalow (M)

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Rethinking SETI	Club Regent

		Current issues and controversies in the Search for Extra-terrestrial Intelligence include: Should we send messages ourselves? New ideas about what we're looking for. New search strategies. Have we seen SETI beacons in the past and not realized it? How do we distinguish pulsars from SETI beacons?
M. Christian, G. David Nordley, Rudy Rucker, Brad Templeton (M)

	Sunday 10:00 am
	Problems with First Contact	Regency Ballroom 2

		Sometimes advanced aliens contact humanity, and sometimes spacefaring humans are doing the contacting. But once contact has happened, what is the moral dimension? Is it immoral to leave individuals in primitive poverty in the hope that they might one day develop their own culture? Can advanced peoples colonize a planet inhabited by primitives and live in peace with them?
Tom Digby, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, G. David Nordley, Mike Sheffield (M), Juliette Wade

	Monday 10:00 am
	Cold Sleep & Generation Ships	Crystal

		Without faster-than-light interstellar travel, your options for getting to the stars are suspended animation, or dying of old age en route after raising another generation to continue the mission. Both options create interesting directions for narrative. How have different writers handled these tropes? Have we explored all the implications? Have we explored all the options?
James C. Glass, Matthew Joseph Harrington (M), Sandy Manning, G. David Nordley

	Monday 11:30 am
	I Fought The Law (of Thermodynamics) and the Law Won	Regency Ballroom 1

		A certain stripe of hard sf confines itself to known physical laws. How does a writer maintain that discipline? Are such stories generally as popular as other sf? Which writers are champions of this artform?
Gene Forrer, James C. Glass (M), G. David Nordley, Bill Thomasson



Jim Partridge

Jim Partridge has been one of the regular suspects committing folk and filk music in the San Francisco Bay Area music scene for many years now. He can be found at the Hyde St. Pier singing sea songs and shanties. He is a member of The Roving Tars, a sea music group, and Brass Farthing, a staple at local Renaissance and Dickens' Faires. Approach Mr. Partridge with extreme caution, as he has been known to harmonize with complete strangers with no provocation whatsoever. This concert will therefore certainly present the opportunity to sing along. Come warmed up.


	Saturday 3:15 pm
	Concert: Jim Partridge	California

		Jim is a member of The Roving Tars, a sea music group, and Brass Farthing, a staple at local Renaissance and Dickens' Faires. Approach Mr Partridge with extreme caution, as he has been known to harmonize with complete strangers with no provocation whatsoever. This concert will therefore certainly present the opportunity to sing along. Come warmed up. 
Jim Partridge



Diana L. Paxson

Diana L. Paxson has been writing fiction for thirty years. She is the author of 29 novels, numerous short stories, and non-fiction on goddesses, trancework and the runes. Her most recent novel is Sword of Avalon, set at the end of the Bronze Age. She also engages in occasional artwork, costuming, and playing the harp (which may be heard on The Wandersong, and Jewel Songs, music of Westria performed with Broceliande). Her next book will be Seeing for the People, on the history and practice of Oracle work. She lives in the multi-generational, multi-talented household called Greyhaven in Berkeley.


	Sunday 10:00 am
	Reading - Fantasy	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Fantasy Reading

(Needs Description)
Chaz Brenchley, John DeChancie, Diana L. Paxson (M)

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Writing Formidable Women	Regency Ballroom 2

		Making sure they're formidable. Making sure they're women.
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Valerie E. Frankel, Diana L. Paxson

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Perils and Joys of Series Writing	Gold

		It's a steady paycheck for writing, and you do get to explore characters in great depth. On the other hand you can't kill a character, or even change them much, without killing the series. Or can you?
Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Diana L. Paxson, Deborah Ross (M)

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Artists Writing Fiction/Writers Making Art	Crystal

		How does the creative process of writing fiction compare to that of painting a picture, making a sculpture, or any other number of fine arts? Do writing and the fine arts stem from the same creative impulse, or are they distinctly different and unrelated pursuits? For those who write and produce art, what are the merits of each, and where do they intersect?
Roberta Gregory, Diana L. Paxson (M), Stu Shepherd



Ole Tycho Petersen

Tycho works at one of the most hard-science places in the bay area: SLAC. He enjoys photography, painting, karaoke, travel, and costuming. He's also been the hotel liaison for BayCon for many years as well as the 2009 chair; he also volunteers for other bay area conventions such as Further Confusion and Nova Albion. He's also a volunteer event manager for Mountains of Hope, a breast cancer charity.


	Saturday 1:00 pm
	e-Fandom	Regency Ballroom 1

		Instant communication has changed the face of fandom. No longer tied to the vagaries of mimeograph machines and snail mail, fandom has become more immediate and less parochial. Or has it? Is it still a proud and lonely thing to be a fan?
Glenn Glazer, Ole Tycho Petersen, Mike Willmoth (M), Ben Yalow

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Fan History	Crystal

		Should the history of fandom be preserved? If so (or not), why? What documents and other artifacts should be included? What are the best practices for saving fan history?
Barry Gold, Ole Tycho Petersen, Jean Marie Stine, Mike Willmoth (M), Ben Yalow

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	For the Want of a Nail	Valley

		Great ideas and inventions fail for many reasons. Often they are just ahead of their time, or the technology to make an idea successful doesn't exist yet. We discuss products that became successful the second time around, or that ought to be successful this time.
Art Bozlee, Ole Tycho Petersen, Michael Siladi (M)

	Monday 1:00 pm
	The Steampunk Playground	Gold

		If Tolkien defined epic fantasy, and Howard defined sword & sorcery, who defined Steampunk? What are the seminal Steampunk texts, if any, and how have they influenced the subgenre?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Gene Forrer, Ole Tycho Petersen (M), Diana Vick, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska



Kevin Roche

Kevin Roche has been making costumes since he was 8 (and has the photographic evidence to prove it!). He was honored with the International Costumers Guild Lifetime Achievement Award in 2007.  Kevin and his husband Andy Trembley set out in 2002 to bring Costume-Con back to California, and ~900 hundred costumers showed up at CC26 in April 2008 to join the fun.  (Along the way they were Fan GOHs at Baycon 2005, right after their Big Beach Picnic Wedding.) In his secret identity as a research scientist at IBM's Almaden Research Center, he's hard at work wrangling giant robot vacuum chambers and electrons in the growing field of spintronics. In October 2009, he and co-editor Jason Schachat launched an the online publication: Yipe! The Costume Fanzine of Record, which can be downloaded for free monthly from www.yipezine.com 


	Friday 5:30 pm
	Fan Editors Panel	Valley

		Fanzines have different audiences, frequencies, means of distribution, and editorial attitudes. Editors explain why they publish a fanzine. Thinking of publishing a fanzine? Encouraging words will be offered.
D. M. Atkins (M), John DeChancie, Tom Digby, Chris Garcia, Robert Hole, Kevin Roche

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Saturday afternoon's show is 'rated PG' for suggestive language.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Sunday night's show content is unrestricted and uncensored, and parental discretion is strongly advised.
Tom Galloway, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Allison Lonsdale, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley



Deborah Ross

Deborah has been writing science fiction and fantasy professionally since 1982, served as Secretary of Science Fiction/Fantasy Writers of America, and has taught writing and led writer's workshops. She's a member of SFWA and the online writers' collective, Book View Cafe. As Deborah Wheeler, she wrote 2 science fiction novels, Jaydium and Northlight, as well as short stories in Asimov's, Fantasy and Science Fiction, Sisters of the Night, Star Wars: Tales from Jabba's Palace, Realms of Fantasy, and almost all of the Sword & Sorceress and Darkover anthologies. Her most recent projects -- under her birth name, Ross -- include Darkover novels with the late Marion Zimmer Bradley (the most recent being Hastur Lord). She made her editorial debut in 2008 with Lace and Blade. Two of her short stories ("Mother Africa" in Asimov's 1997 and "The Price of Silence" in F & SF 2009) were awarded Honorable Mention in Year's Best Sf. She lives in the redwood forests near Santa Cruz with her husband, writer Dave Trowbridge. In between writing, she's lived in France, worked as a medical assistant to a cardiologist, revived an elementary school library, studied Hebrew and yoga, and has been active in the women's martial arts network and local Quaker community.


	Friday 4:00 pm
	Book View Café	Crystal

		Book View Café started as a cooperative to make the authors' out-of-print books from major houses available to a new generation of readers, but it has since expanded to original publishing. Book View Café members and co-authors talk about the cooperative.
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), Chaz Brenchley, Deborah Ross, Dave Trowbridge

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Fantasy Houses with SF Furniture in Them	Regency Ballroom 2

		If there's magic in it, the book is fantasy, right? But what if the magical power is on tap like water and you pay a monthly bill to the city magic utility, as in Walter John Williams' Metropolitan? What if magic is described, studied, and practiced in the language of physics and software, as in Charles Stross' The Atrocity Archives? Is this a new genre, a hybrid genre, or still just fantasy?
Chaz Brenchley, Paul Carlson, Lisa Goldstein, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross (M)

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
Matthew Joseph Harrington, Deborah Ross

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Reading - Science Fiction	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to three of our authors read from their science fiction works. 
Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Deborah Ross (M), Dave Trowbridge

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Perils and Joys of Series Writing	Gold

		It's a steady paycheck for writing, and you do get to explore characters in great depth. On the other hand you can't kill a character, or even change them much, without killing the series. Or can you?
Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Diana L. Paxson, Deborah Ross (M)

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Will the Anthology Market Come Back?	Regency Ballroom 2

		Anthologies have been difficult for publishers for decades. There was a time when they were more consistent sellers, but these days they rarely earn out their advances. What does the future hold for the anthology market?
Jaym Gates, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross, Rachel Swirsky, Karen Williams (M)

	Monday 10:00 am
	Future Histories of Medicine	Gold

		Medical science fiction from Miles Breuer to Alan Nourse, from the Sector General series by James White, to the Beta Colony in Lois McMaster Bujold's Miles Vorkosigan saga.
Gene Forrer, Patricia MacEwen (M), Deborah Ross, Bill Thomasson

	Monday 1:00 pm
	The Future of Small Press Publishing	Regency Ballroom 2

		The world of small press publishing has changed over the last two decades. Panelists discuss some of the small press options that weren't available before and where small press is going in the future.
Deborah Ross, Bruce Taylor, Michael Ward (M), Ben Yalow



Rudy Rucker

Rudy Rucker is a writer and a mathematician who worked for twenty years as a Silicon Valley computer science professor, and published a number of software packages. Rucker is regarded as contemporary master of science-fiction, and received the Philip K. Dick award twice. His thirty published books include both novels and non-fiction books on the fourth dimension, infinity, and the meaning of computation. Rucker autobiography, Nested Scrolls, will appear in 2011, as will his novel of the afterlife, Jim and the Flims.


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Rethinking SETI	Club Regent

		Current issues and controversies in the Search for Extra-terrestrial Intelligence include: Should we send messages ourselves? New ideas about what we're looking for. New search strategies. Have we seen SETI beacons in the past and not realized it? How do we distinguish pulsars from SETI beacons?
M. Christian, G. David Nordley, Rudy Rucker, Brad Templeton (M)

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Alternating Current Events	Gold

		What news happening under our noses today will switch the course of history into unexpected channels?
John DeChancie, Rudy Rucker, Randy Smith (M)

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Reading - SF/F	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Authors read from their works. 

Rudy Rucker (M), Rachel Swirsky

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	The Internet Goes Interplanetary	Club Regent

		The "internet protocol" has been extended to support connectivity and communications off-planet. You may not be able to Instant Message but you will be able to send email. How will this affect long-duration space exploration?
Hugh Daniel, Rudy Rucker, Steve Savitzky, Michael Siladi (M), Michael Ward

	Monday 10:00 am
	Marine Invertebrates and the People Who Love Them	California

		Panelists discuss why marine invertebrates are so compelling.
Gretchen Kisler, Rudy Rucker



Deirdre Saoirse Moen

Deirdre Saoirse Moen helps make the web safe for mere mortals. Her most recent short story publication, "A Sword Called Rhonda," appears in the Turn the Other Chick anthology from Baen and the This Is My Funniest 2 anthology from BenBella. Her other hobby is photography, where she's thus far managed to resist the lure of SLRs in favor of rangefinders (some vintage) and mirrorless cameras. She lives in Menlo Park with her husband, their cat-who-is-not-a-kitty, and a large plush crab.


	Sunday 10:00 am
	Iron Editor	Valley

		Normally any "writers' workshop" is a private behind closed doors affair, inviting rumors on ancient and tribal rites involving Styrofoam, marshmallows and duct tape. This panel is designed to bring to the public what the process looks and sounds like. Using submissions from the audience members, our panelists will quickly mark up and present a critique. All of our Iron Editors have been published themselves, and have a very good idea of what a story needs to get published. To participate bring up to 2 double spaced pages of creative writing either to the panel or drop it off in the box at the Info Desk. You must be present to have your submission critiqued! The more - the merrier!! Also, non-submitting audience members are more than welcome.
Marty Halpern (M), Gabrielle Harbowy, Wanda Kurtcu, Deirdre Saoirse Moen

	Monday 10:00 am
	To Market: How to Sell Short Stories	Valley

		Submitting a story to a journal, anthology or magazine might seem as simple as attaching a Word document to an email and firing it off, but is it? How do you know the appropriate market for your fiction? How much is enough money to be paid for your work? How should you approach an editor? What are the dos and don'ts of getting published in the speculative short fiction marketplace?
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff, John DeChancie, Marty Halpern (M), Deirdre Saoirse Moen, Cliff Winnig

	Monday 1:00 pm
	From Kodachrome to Where?	Regency Ballroom 1

		Kodachrome ended a 75-year run in December 2010, causing a lot of grief for its fans. Over the past decade, numerous manufacturers have dropped film cameras from their product lines. Resolution for digital images are approaching the resolution of film. Given all this, introductory photography classes are still taught with black & white film. Where are things heading? 
Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Deirdre Saoirse Moen, Michael Siladi (M)



Steve Savitzky

Steve Savitzky is a hacker/songwriter who learned both hacking and folksinging back in the 1960's; he discovered organized fandom and filkdom (i.e. was dragged to his first con) in 1978, and wrote his first ``real'' filksong shortly thereafter. About half of his recorded songs are about computers; some, like "The World Inside the Crystal", are even serious. His first CD, Coffee, Computers, and Song!, was released in August, 2007; his lyrics and writings are on the web at steve.savitzky.net. He and his wife Colleen were inducted into the Filk Hall of Fame in 2008. Lately he has been performing as part of a filk group called "Tres Gique" (tres-gique.com), which he helped found in 2007, and even more recently in "Tempered Glass" (tempered-glass.info).

In his professional life as a computer scientist (a glorified term for ``ageing hacker''), he is currently interested in such minor arcana as web publishing, lightweight content-management systems, web-based communities, macro-based HTML formatting engines, peer-to-peer filesharing, and RESTful web service APIs. He is a strong proponent of open-source software, a heavy Linux user, and a card-carrying member of the EFF.


	Sunday 1:00 pm
	The Internet Goes Interplanetary	Club Regent

		The "internet protocol" has been extended to support connectivity and communications off-planet. You may not be able to Instant Message but you will be able to send email. How will this affect long-duration space exploration?
Hugh Daniel, Rudy Rucker, Steve Savitzky, Michael Siladi (M), Michael Ward

	Sunday 3:15 pm
	Concert: Steve Savitzky	California

		Join Steve in songs about computers, space, fantasy, friendship, and love. 
Steve Savitzky

	Monday 10:00 am
	The Future of Privacy	Regency Ballroom 2

		Technology has made it easier for people to find and share information. At the same time it's become much more difficult to preserve personal privacy. How will the challenge to privacy affect us over the next 50 years? Is this a right to be protected, or is the concept of privacy an illusion—for example, how much privacy did people have living in small towns before mass communications?
Andrew Clark, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Tom Galloway, Glenn Glazer (M), Steve Savitzky, Milt Stevens



Sharon Sbarsky

Sharon's been going to and helping run science fiction conventions since Boskone 16 in 1979. Over ten years ago, she picked up a book on HTML (2.0!) to create the first web page for the then Boston in 2001 bid. Since then, she's changed careers to web development/webmaster. She's chaired Smofcon 15 (1997) and Boskone 40 (2003) [in that order!]. She's been the Fan Guest of Honor at Arisia '00 and Albacon 2002.


	Saturday 11:30 am
	Future Westercons & Bids	California

		Upcoming Westercons and bids present information about their conventions. The 2012 Westercon, ConClusion, will be held in Seattle. The bid for 2013 is for Portland, Oregon. The only current bid for 2014 is for Salt Lake City, Utah.
Gene Armstrong, Bobbie DuFault, Sharon Sbarsky (M), Andy Trembley



Mike Sheffield

Mike Sheffield was born in San Diego, California, in 1960. He served 4 years in the U.S. Air Force as an Electronic Warfare Systems Specialist with the 37th Tactical Fighter Wing "Wild Weasels". At the end of his service in 1985 he began working at TRW Space & Technology (now Northrop Grumman Aerospace Systems) where he has been for more than 25 years. During his time there he has worked in several departments, including Quality Assurance, Satellite Integration, Test and Launch and his current position as a Software Engineer in Ground Systems.

He began organizing SF convention blood drives at Conucopia, the 1999 NASFiC in Anaheim, California, and has been involved in every Worldcon blood drive since then. He joined The Heinlein Society in September 2001 and later that year became the chairperson of their blood drive committee, where he served until earlier this year. He was appointed to the board of directors in June 2006 to fill one of the positions in the newly expanded board. Mike was elected President of The Heinlein Society in 2010.

In June of 2004 he married his wife, Sharon, who is one of the most brilliant people he has ever met. They live in Long Beach, California. Mike has a predilection for wearing kilts, much like Lazarus Long.


	Saturday 5:30 pm
	Don't Start with This Book	Gold

		When you want to turn a friend onto a favorite author, this is the book you tell them to stay away from. For example, some would say don't choose The Silmarillion as an introduction to J.R.R. Tolkien or Number of the Beast as an introduction to Heinlein. What is that book for other famous F&SF writers?
Andrew Clark, Valerie E. Frankel, Mike Sheffield, Randy Smith (M)

	Sunday 10:00 am
	Problems with First Contact	Regency Ballroom 2

		Sometimes advanced aliens contact humanity, and sometimes spacefaring humans are doing the contacting. But once contact has happened, what is the moral dimension? Is it immoral to leave individuals in primitive poverty in the hope that they might one day develop their own culture? Can advanced peoples colonize a planet inhabited by primitives and live in peace with them?
Tom Digby, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, G. David Nordley, Mike Sheffield (M), Juliette Wade

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Stranger in a Strange Land, 50 Years Later	Regency Ballroom 1

		Is Robert Heinlein's book still relevant? What do today's readers think of it?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Paul Carlson, Andrew Clark, David Friedman, Mike Sheffield (M)

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Economics, SF's Weak Spot	Club Regent

		So many SF worlds, only two main economic systems. What else might we come up with as theories of value and exchange?
Andrew Clark (M), Ctein, David Friedman, Matthew Joseph Harrington, Mike Sheffield



Stu Shepherd

Best known for his Aviation Art work (mainly illustrations he created for Revell and Monogram model kits), Stu is an illustrator and Graphic Designer from Central California and is currently working on several projects for the game industry. Although Aviation art is his strength, he is also passionate about Sci-fi and Fantasy art, with a focus on the wonder of fantastic environments.  'I'd love to be a matte painter, and am working toward that someday soon." While creating an exciting and hopeful future in his art, Stu also writes stories of hope and adventure.  He has one screenplay complete and is working on his second. "The future doesn't stand still, and in this day and age, a bit of hope can go a long way toward making the future a place we all want to be. Hope is powerful, and we could all use that right now."


	Saturday 2:30 pm
	How to Survive as an Artist or Writer	Gold

		In addition to surviving financially, there's also surviving emotionally. Our panelists discuss their long-term strategies for maintaining sanity in this crazy business.
Terry Bisson (M), Chaz Brenchley, Lisa Goldstein, Daniel Kimmel, Stu Shepherd, Bruce Taylor

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Hollywood Science (or lack thereof)	Regency Ballroom 2

		Directors and screenwriters seem to think that we won't notice and that portraying realistic science would interfere with telling a good story.  Break out the extra-strength disbelief suspenders. When does bad science ruin a story and when does it help the narrative flow—or does it ever?
Tom Digby, Wanda Kurtcu, Stu Shepherd, Brad Templeton (M)

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Artists Writing Fiction/Writers Making Art	Crystal

		How does the creative process of writing fiction compare to that of painting a picture, making a sculpture, or any other number of fine arts? Do writing and the fine arts stem from the same creative impulse, or are they distinctly different and unrelated pursuits? For those who write and produce art, what are the merits of each, and where do they intersect?
Roberta Gregory, Diana L. Paxson (M), Stu Shepherd



Espana Sheriff




	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Docent Tours: Art Show	Imperial Ballroom

		Walk through the Art Show with one of our thoughtful perceptive tour leaders. We try to arrange a variety, women and men, fans and pros, some exhibiting artists and some not. Talking about art is itself an art. We'll put up a tour schedule in the Art Show near the entrance. We'll the schedule in the program guide and on the con Website too. 
John Hertz, Espana Sheriff (M)



John Shirley

John Shirley is a novelist, television writer, screenwriter, and short story writer. He is also a songwriter for the Blue Oyster Cult and his own recordings.  His work spans science-fiction, dark fantasy, noir, suspense and horror. He was one of the original cyberpunk novelists, with Bruce Sterling and William Gibson. His screenplays include the hit film THE CROW; his work in television includes VR5 for Fox (story editor and writer) and Deep Space Nine for Paramount Television. He won the Bram Stoker Award for his story collection Black Butterflies, which was also chosen for the Publisher's Weekly list of "Best Books of the Year." Heâ€™s also winner of the International Horror Guild award and was a guest of honor at Dragoncon and Guest of Honor at the World Horror Convention. His work is translated into 7 languages.

His many books include, Bleak History, Demons, Crawlers, Black Glass, Wetbones, the A Song Called Youth trilogy, Black Butterflies: a Flock on the Dark Side, City Come A-Walkin', Living Shadows, in Extremis: the Most Extreme Stories of John Shirley, Bioshock: Rapture, and the forthcoming novel Everything Is Broken.


	Saturday 11:30 am
	From Hell to the Boardroom	Valley

		The source of evil in horror stories used to be infernal; now it tends to be corporate. Is it a bad thing that corporations are the new bogeymen? What, if anything, are we missing with this change?
Paul Carlson, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, John Shirley, Jason Stewart (M), Dave Trowbridge

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Horror Tropes as Social Commentary	Regency Ballroom 1

		Godzilla was about the horrors of the atom bomb. Zombie movies have recently commented on robotic consumerism, but owe their origins to white guilt. Vampirism has been used as a metaphor for AIDS. Let's take a look at the messages that writers and directors have slipped in between the chills and gore.
Jeff Carlson, John Shirley (M), Jason Stewart, Karen Williams

	Saturday 7:00 pm
	Reading - Horror	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to our writers reading from their horror fiction. 
Jay Hartlove, John Shirley (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Sunday 11:30 am
	No More Boots on the Ground?	Crystal

		Are robots and remotely piloted planes precursors of weapon systems that will let human soldiers leave other parts of the front line? To what extent will personal combat remain part of the future of war?
Matthew Joseph Harrington, Mike Shepherd Moscoe, John Shirley (M), Brad Templeton

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Maybe I Am Too Normal to Enjoy This Book...	Crystal

		Horror authors share the worst things ever said about their work and discuss the context of the outburst.
M. Christian, Jay Hartlove, John Shirley (M), Norm Sperling



Michael Siladi

Michael Siladi has been an active fan since 1973, when he attended his first convention, Equicon, in Los Angeles.  He started working on conventions in 1975, and has been working on conventions ever since.  He has been involved in all areas of convention operations, and was most recently Chairman of BayCon 2008.  He was also Chairman of Westercon 60: Gnomeward Bound, held at the San Mateo Marriott Hotel in July 2007. Michael has been involved in the computer industry since high school, and has been an avid computer hobbyist since the dawn of the PC era.  He is currently employed as a senior information technology professional for the University of California at Santa Cruz.  In his spare time, his other hobbies include astronomy, photography, and petting his cats.


	Sunday 1:00 pm
	The Internet Goes Interplanetary	Club Regent

		The "internet protocol" has been extended to support connectivity and communications off-planet. You may not be able to Instant Message but you will be able to send email. How will this affect long-duration space exploration?
Hugh Daniel, Rudy Rucker, Steve Savitzky, Michael Siladi (M), Michael Ward

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	For the Want of a Nail	Valley

		Great ideas and inventions fail for many reasons. Often they are just ahead of their time, or the technology to make an idea successful doesn't exist yet. We discuss products that became successful the second time around, or that ought to be successful this time.
Art Bozlee, Ole Tycho Petersen, Michael Siladi (M)

	Monday 11:30 am
	Astronomy as a Hobby	California

		Our panelists talk about the joys of amateur astronomy and how to get started in the hobby. Getting started doesn't need to be expensive or time-consuming.
Michael Siladi, Mike Willmoth (M)

	Monday 1:00 pm
	From Kodachrome to Where?	Regency Ballroom 1

		Kodachrome ended a 75-year run in December 2010, causing a lot of grief for its fans. Over the past decade, numerous manufacturers have dropped film cameras from their product lines. Resolution for digital images are approaching the resolution of film. Given all this, introductory photography classes are still taught with black & white film. Where are things heading? 
Ctein, James Stanley Daugherty, Deirdre Saoirse Moen, Michael Siladi (M)



Don Simpson

Don Simpson was born before World War II, and grew up when much of the country was still using 19th century technology. From at least as far back as his high school days, he has felt pulled toward both both science and art, and loves old gadgets and many old art and craft traditions, from Paleolithic to Art Deco. Don has Army electronics training and a BFA degree from California Institute of the Arts, and spent a few decades as a research and development technician, helping prototype electronic and mechanical equipment. Also, he was Assistant Designer on "Star Trek, the next generation: A Final Unity" at computer game company Spectrum Holobyte. During this time, Don continued to exhibit work at science fiction art shows, built an exhibit of a message-bearing space probe of extraterrestrial origin for the Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum, and did occasional book covers and such. Currently, Don is mostly doing jewelry and other art pieces carved from various natural materials, and occasional steampunk items. He has more ambitious steampunk works planned and is accumulating resources for them.


	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Eye of Argon	Valley

		Is the "Eye of Argon" the worst piece of fiction ever published or an amazing comedic manuscript?  Come and read aloud with us.  You only have to read until you laugh.
Don Simpson, Linda "Kitty" von Braskat Crowe



Dave Smeds

Dave Smeds is the author of novels, short fiction, comic book scripts, and screenplays including novel The Sorcery Within and stories in Asimov's SF, F&SF, Realms of Fantasy, and the Sword & Sorceress series. See www.sff.net/people/DaveSmeds for more details.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	History Is Written By The Winners	Crystal

		How much of what we know about history may be wrong? (How did we find out it was wrong?)
Jay Hartlove (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Dave Smeds, Milt Stevens, Dave Trowbridge

	Friday 5:30 pm
	Death and Rebirth of the Short Story Market	Gold

		For decades, the number of published short stories was in a steady decline. With electronic publishing, that trend has reversed, but is the number of high-quality short fiction stories published on the rise? Panelists discuss their impressions of the state of the market.
James C. Glass, Dave Smeds, Randy Smith (M)

	Friday 10:00 pm
	Erotica in SF	Crystal

		How far back does erotic content go in science fiction? Panelists discuss the history of erotica in science fiction as well as current trends in the subgenre.
D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Dave Smeds, Jean Marie Stine (M)

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Franchise Writing	Club Regent

		With original novels based on entertainment properties such as Star Wars, Doctor Who and Halo regularly hitting the bestsellers lists, media tie-in fiction is big business. It is also a type of fiction that comes with its own rules and expectations. A group of experienced authors of tie-in fiction discuss their own experiences working with someone else's characters—the challenges, the benefits and the drawbacks.
Terry Bisson, Wanda Kurtcu, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M), Dave Smeds

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Reading: Erotica	Valley

		Come listen to experienced erotica writers, Dave Smeds, Dany (D.M.) Atkins, and M. Christian, read from their works.
D. M. Atkins (M), M. Christian, Dave Smeds



Randy Smith

Randy Smith has been in fandom for more than thirty years and has tried all kinds of fanac: APAhacking, writing fanzine articles, collecting comics and old prozines, playing role playing and other kinds of stfnal games, participating in online fannish forums, conrunning, and occasionally even wearing costumes and filking. His favorite fannish activity is having wonderful conversations with new and long-time fannish friends. In mundane life he is an ordained United Methodist pastor serving in the East Bay. He is married to the beautiful Tupou Fakava-Smith and is stepfather to the wondrous Elizabeth.


	Friday 4:00 pm
	Your Local Library: Fortress of Solitude or Last Best Hope?	Gold

		The role of libraries in fostering YA fantasy and science fiction is essential. But in these days of cost-cutting, are libraries still able to help in the way they were when we were kids? If not, what can we do to help raise the next generation of fan readers?
Jaym Gates, Jay Hartlove (M), Randy Smith

	Friday 5:30 pm
	Death and Rebirth of the Short Story Market	Gold

		For decades, the number of published short stories was in a steady decline. With electronic publishing, that trend has reversed, but is the number of high-quality short fiction stories published on the rise? Panelists discuss their impressions of the state of the market.
James C. Glass, Dave Smeds, Randy Smith (M)

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Current Hugo Nominees	Crystal

		Panelists discuss current Hugo and Campbell nominees, make their recommendations, and predict winners.
Chris Garcia, John Hertz (M), Randy Smith

	Saturday 11:30 am
	All-Time Greatest Comics	Crystal

		What constitutes an all-time great comic? Who gets to decide who the best ones are? Panelists discuss their criteria for "greatest" and what they think the ultimate comics are.
Tom Galloway, K.J Karvonen, Derek McCaw, Randy Smith (M), Mo Starkey

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Alternating Current Events	Gold

		What news happening under our noses today will switch the course of history into unexpected channels?
John DeChancie, Rudy Rucker, Randy Smith (M)

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	Don't Start with This Book	Gold

		When you want to turn a friend onto a favorite author, this is the book you tell them to stay away from. For example, some would say don't choose The Silmarillion as an introduction to J.R.R. Tolkien or Number of the Beast as an introduction to Heinlein. What is that book for other famous F&SF writers?
Andrew Clark, Valerie E. Frankel, Mike Sheffield, Randy Smith (M)



Norm Sperling

Norm Sperling edits the science humor magazine &quot;The Journal of Irreproducible Results&quot; and its latest anthology, &quot;Don't Try This in High School.&quot; An astronomer with a degree in history of science, he's writing a Steampunk Astronomy novel. He welcomes suggestions for what to see and do on a 3-year Science trek across America: www.everythingintheuniverse.com/node/76. How can he make the outside of his camper Steampunk on one side, and Star Trek on the other?


	Friday 1:00 pm
	Steampunk As Creative Anachronism	Regency Ballroom 1

		Writers of fiction and re-enactors inspired by the Age of Steam often pay close attention to the technology and fashion, but what about the way the characters think and behave? To what extent do characters remain faithful to Ninteenth Century thought processes, beliefs and understandings about the world around them? How can a modern writer or re-enactor develop characters that are as realistic as possible while still being pragmatic in the modern world?
Thomas Badillo, Norm Sperling (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Your Favorite Steampunk Gadgets	Crystal

		Why are there so many dirigibles in alternate timelines? What hostile steam-powered clank has the best chance against Robert E. Lee?  Panelists discuss their favorite steampunk gadgetry from costume elements to aircraft.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Gene Forrer, Norm Sperling (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Sunday 11:30 am
	The Thrill of Great Science Writing	Club Regent

		It can do more than just educate you—it can restore your sense of wonder. Carl Sagan, Stephen Hawking and Mary Roach seem to have a gift. What makes their writing and subject matter so intriguing and delightful?
Tom Galloway (M), Norm Sperling, Bill Thomasson

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Maybe I Am Too Normal to Enjoy This Book...	Crystal

		Horror authors share the worst things ever said about their work and discuss the context of the outburst.
M. Christian, Jay Hartlove, John Shirley (M), Norm Sperling

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
Valerie E. Frankel, Norm Sperling

	Monday 1:00 pm
	Reading: Non-Fiction	Valley

		Come listen to Norm Sperling reading about science humor you don't need college science to "get" and Daniel M. Kimmel reading from his book, Jar Jar Binks Must Die...and Other Observations about Science Fiction Movies.
Daniel Kimmel, Norm Sperling (M)



Kevin Standlee

Kevin Standlee was co-Chair of ConJosÃ©, the 2002 Worldcon, and he is a director of SFSFC (2002 and 1993 Worldcons) and of CanSMOF (2009 Worldcon). He has been attending conventions since 1984 and working on them in roles from gopher to Worldcon Chairman. Nowadays you can find him hosting SF/F-themed game shows. Kevin is knowledgeable in the official rules of the Worldcon and Westercon. His other hobbies include trains and rail transit. Kevin works as a solutions engineer for Menlo Worldwide, a supply-chain management company headquartered in San Mateo, California.


	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Saturday afternoon's show is 'rated PG' for suggestive language.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Sunday night's show content is unrestricted and uncensored, and parental discretion is strongly advised.
Tom Galloway, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Allison Lonsdale, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley



Mo Starkey

Maurine Starkey (now known as Mo) became a paid professional artist in her early teens and an art instructor before she was twenty. Producing graphics for a small software company led her into a new field: from the founding of Westwood Studios to present day Scrub Jay Studio, she's had a twenty plus-year career in the computer game industry. In 2006, Mo was selected as one of a hundred most influential women in the game industry. For relaxation, she enjoys illustrating, painting, and creating the occasional graphic novel. She's currently nominated for a Hugo Award for Best Fan Artist.


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Anime: Why Do We Love It?	Regency Ballroom 1

		What's new in the field, and what makes Anime so popular? How far has anime penetrated into global culture—and what is its future?
K.J Karvonen, Mo Starkey, Jason Stewart (M)

	Saturday 11:30 am
	All-Time Greatest Comics	Crystal

		What constitutes an all-time great comic? Who gets to decide who the best ones are? Panelists discuss their criteria for "greatest" and what they think the ultimate comics are.
Tom Galloway, K.J Karvonen, Derek McCaw, Randy Smith (M), Mo Starkey

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Docent Tours: Art Show	Imperial Ballroom

		Walk through the Art Show with one of our thoughtful perceptive tour leaders. We try to arrange a variety, women and men, fans and pros, some exhibiting artists and some not. Talking about art is itself an art. We'll put up a tour schedule in the Art Show near the entrance. We'll the schedule in the program guide and on the con Website too. 
John Hertz, Mo Starkey (M)

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Play the Story: Videogames and Narrative Technique	Gold

		In many ways it seems interactivity is the enemy of narrative—after all, it's a bit hard to tell a story if your reader is in charge of which direction it goes in. Can video games deliver a strong narrative, and if so what form of narrative can they take? A look at how games straddle the line between interactivity and story.
Erin Hoffman (M), Mo Starkey, Alison Stern, Mike Stern

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Classic Vampires Versus "New" Vampires	Valley

		Bela Lugosi's Dracula seems as innocent as a dad in a 1950s sitcom compared to the vampires in today's movies and TV shows. What was the old set of rules that defined the lives of vampires? In what ways have different writers changed them, or the way vampires are characterized, while making the legend a more popular source of entertainment than ever before?
D. M. Atkins (M), Chris Garcia, Jay Hartlove, Derek McCaw, Mo Starkey, Karen E. Taylor

	Monday 11:30 am
	Moviemakers and Writers in an Ideal World	Gold

		Films adapted from SF/F stories are often criticized on the basis of whether or not they have been faithful to the book. Differences between the mediums impose certain modifications when a novel is turned into a movie. We'll discuss ways the collaborative creative process between filmmakers and writers would work better if they could define the relationship.
Chris Garcia (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Daniel Kimmel, Mo Starkey



Alison Stern

Alison Stern- Children's Programming Head
Has been involved in fandom almost since I could remember. My involvment in fandom has been through the Renaissance Faire, creating costumes, role-playing gaming, conventions, helping out at the masquerades, running convention departments (Children's programming and Music), artshow, registration, being a gopher, participating on panels. I have been at small cons like LaLa Con (relax-a-con) and large cons up to Worldcon. I have ran the music departments at Gallifreys and BayCons and in September of 2007 I was the Music Guest of Honor with my sister Heather for CopperCon.  My main involvment has been through children's programming and music.  Costuming for me started when I was 3 years old and we needed to finish all the costumes for Faire and I am still at it.  I have been collecting and buying artwork at art shows since I was a least 10 years old.   I was helping to run the children's programmings at Loscon since I was 11 and starting running them when I was 16 before that just having fun within them. I have run children's programmings at small cons and large alike all with great success for both the kids and the parents. I like to involve the kids in all areas of fandom.  To that note I have made sure there is music, science, art and costuming programming for the kids at this Westercon.


	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Dr. Destructo with the Kids	Empire

		Hugh Daniel leads an exploration into the inner workings of obsolete electronic equipment. This session will include some destruction of the electronics which Dr. Destructo will explain while he destroys.
Hugh Daniel, Alison Stern

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	Sonic Screwdrivers for all ages	Valley

		Making your very own Sonic Screwdrivers.  Materials provided from Children's Programming. For all ages.

Alison Stern

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Play the Story: Videogames and Narrative Technique	Gold

		In many ways it seems interactivity is the enemy of narrative—after all, it's a bit hard to tell a story if your reader is in charge of which direction it goes in. Can video games deliver a strong narrative, and if so what form of narrative can they take? A look at how games straddle the line between interactivity and story.
Erin Hoffman (M), Mo Starkey, Alison Stern, Mike Stern



Mike Stern

I think I was born a gamer.  Before I found D&D, it was wargaming, board gaming, bridge, chess, and dominoes.  After D&D, it was GMing - and not just D&D. Then came Magic:The Gathering.  This was followed by intense episodes of computer gaming.  I've been playing World of Warcraft since early 2005.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Tricks and Tips for Better GMing	Valley

		Part writer, part director, part politician, part cat-herder, a game master has to orchestrate a pretty complex system to run a good RPG. From worldbuilding to creating atmosphere, game masters share the techniques that make players say "That was awesome!" and discuss resources like Tracy & Curtis Hickman's Xtreme Dungeon Mastery. Learn how to identify different types of players, get players to share the work of worldbuilding, find/build props (useful in tabletop campaigns as well as LARPs), and much more.
Glenn Glazer (M), Mike Stern

	Sunday 10:00 am
	3-D Cinema	Club Regent

		Aside from being dimmer and costing studios and consumers more money, what does 3-D offer to filmmakers and consumers, really? Is it a revolution in filmmaking? What works (and what doesn't) in 3-D films? Do we need a new visual language for the next generation of cinema?
Chris Garcia (M), Anders Hudson, Daniel Kimmel, Mike Stern

	Sunday 11:30 am
	Play the Story: Videogames and Narrative Technique	Gold

		In many ways it seems interactivity is the enemy of narrative—after all, it's a bit hard to tell a story if your reader is in charge of which direction it goes in. Can video games deliver a strong narrative, and if so what form of narrative can they take? A look at how games straddle the line between interactivity and story.
Erin Hoffman (M), Mo Starkey, Alison Stern, Mike Stern



Milt Stevens

I've been a fan for over fifty years. After writing that sentence, you start wondering if you have enough energy to write another sentence. I guess I'll manage somehow. Anyway, I date my membership in fandom from the time I joined the Los Angeles Science Fantasy Society (LASFS) in June 1960. I'd been reading science fiction for years before that, so the slide into real fanac was easy. I clubbed, I pubbed, and I even convened. I eventually became president of the LASFS and also did a couple of tours on the board of directors. I joined all sorts of amateur press associations (APAs) and am still a member of the Fantasy Amateur Press Association (FAPA) to this very day. I write letters of comment to anyone who sends me a fanzine, because I like seeing my name in print. I've been on all sorts of con committees over the years and chaired a Loscon, a Westercon, and a Worldcon.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	History Is Written By The Winners	Crystal

		How much of what we know about history may be wrong? (How did we find out it was wrong?)
Jay Hartlove (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Dave Smeds, Milt Stevens, Dave Trowbridge

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Villains vs. Evil	Valley

		Is a great bad guy essential for certain stories to work? What makes for a truly scary villain? Is a villain necessarily evil?
Matthew Joseph Harrington, Milt Stevens, Jason Stewart (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	E-books and Reading Privacy	Gold

		Your reading preferences can become public with e-books, because you pay by credit card or PayPal and get them via email. Could this depress the market for some kinds of literature? Or will we become brazen enough about our choices that we no longer care?
D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Hugh Daniel, Milt Stevens, Jean Marie Stine (M), Bill Thomasson

	Monday 10:00 am
	The Future of Privacy	Regency Ballroom 2

		Technology has made it easier for people to find and share information. At the same time it's become much more difficult to preserve personal privacy. How will the challenge to privacy affect us over the next 50 years? Is this a right to be protected, or is the concept of privacy an illusion—for example, how much privacy did people have living in small towns before mass communications?
Andrew Clark, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, Tom Galloway, Glenn Glazer (M), Steve Savitzky, Milt Stevens



Jason Stewart

Jason Stewart is a California based public relations/marketing professional with a taste for horror, the supernatural and historical fiction. His short fiction has appeared in the Pulp Empire Anthology and on the Smoke-and- Mirrors Podcast. He also is one of the contributors of the DEADWALKAGAIN.cr, where he serves as a editor, writer and film reviewer. When he's not writing or reading, you can find him riding around Northern California with something radioactive in his trunk.


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Anime: Why Do We Love It?	Regency Ballroom 1

		What's new in the field, and what makes Anime so popular? How far has anime penetrated into global culture—and what is its future?
K.J Karvonen, Mo Starkey, Jason Stewart (M)

	Saturday 11:30 am
	From Hell to the Boardroom	Valley

		The source of evil in horror stories used to be infernal; now it tends to be corporate. Is it a bad thing that corporations are the new bogeymen? What, if anything, are we missing with this change?
Paul Carlson, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, John Shirley, Jason Stewart (M), Dave Trowbridge

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Horror Tropes as Social Commentary	Regency Ballroom 1

		Godzilla was about the horrors of the atom bomb. Zombie movies have recently commented on robotic consumerism, but owe their origins to white guilt. Vampirism has been used as a metaphor for AIDS. Let's take a look at the messages that writers and directors have slipped in between the chills and gore.
Jeff Carlson, John Shirley (M), Jason Stewart, Karen Williams

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Villains vs. Evil	Valley

		Is a great bad guy essential for certain stories to work? What makes for a truly scary villain? Is a villain necessarily evil?
Matthew Joseph Harrington, Milt Stevens, Jason Stewart (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	Finding the Right Voice	Regency Ballroom 2

		When representing different accents and speech patterns in fiction, some authors choose to add the occasional slang term or flourish while others go to the lengths of writing entire novels in a vernacular accent. How much is too much? Is it worth sacrificing readability for authenticity? Tips, strategies and techniques for accurately representing speech in fiction.
Gabrielle Harbowy, Kevin Andrew Murphy, Jason Stewart (M), Rachel Swirsky

	Monday 11:30 am
	Web Comics You Should Be Reading	Regency Ballroom 2

		As if you're not spending enough time on the Internet, there are some cutting-edge web comics out there. What's worth reading and why? How do they compare with traditional comics? 
Kaja Foglio, Roberta Gregory, Jason Stewart (M)



Jean Marie Stine

Jean Marie Stine is a writer, editor, anthologist and fan. In the late 1960s, during the second and third seasons of Star Trek (and due to the kind offices of Bjo Trimble), JM worked for Gene Roddenberry on several projects, including writing the first ever catalogue of ST merchandise offered to the fan public and background material for a never-filmed Roddenberry production of Tarzan (when Gene was asked to take over the franchise) set in the 1920s and sticking closely to the early Burroughs' novels. Her own novels include A Day in the Life (The Prisoner #3), one of the three original novels commissioned by Ace Books based on the iconic television series. She is the author of the novel Season of the Witch (filmed as Synapse starring Matt McCoy), which mixed futurism, transgender issues and sex and which the editors of Science Fiction Review called "One of the 30 Most Important SF Novels of the 1960s." As an anthologist JM has edited Future Eves: Great Science Fiction About Women By Women; Time Enough at Last!: Stories that Inspired Classic Episodes of The Twilight Zone, The Outer Limits, Tales of Tomorrow and Other Vintage SF Television Series; The Legendary Women Detectives; I, Vampire: 13 Chilling Interviews with the Undead, and Those Doggone Dogs, among others. As a science fiction and fantasy editor JM has been editor-in-chief of Galaxy magazine and Starblaze Editions, one of the pioneers of sf/f/h trade paperback publishing, and a consultant to Dorchester/Leisure and Carroll and Graf. As a nonfiction editor, JM worked as a senior acquisitions and development editor for Houghton-Mifflin, Jeremy Tarcher, and St. Martins. , Of two recent collections, one (Herstory & Other Science Fictions) rounds up JM's sf/f/h shorts and novelettes, and the other (Trans-sexual: Transgressive Erotica) presents her fiction on transgender themes.  Currently, JM is editor and publisher of Futures-Past Editions (an imprint of PageTurner Editions), which is celebrating its tenth year as a digital publisher of sf/f/h ebooks by issuing its first ever print titles!


	Friday 10:00 pm
	Erotica in SF	Crystal

		How far back does erotic content go in science fiction? Panelists discuss the history of erotica in science fiction as well as current trends in the subgenre.
D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Dave Smeds, Jean Marie Stine (M)

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	After Borders, What?	Valley

		A decade ago we were all hearing that independent shops were doomed because Borders was taking over. Now Borders is in Chapter 11 bankruptcy. What's next for bookstores, independent and otherwise?
D. M. Atkins, Tom Galloway (M), Jean Marie Stine, Karen Williams

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Fan History	Crystal

		Should the history of fandom be preserved? If so (or not), why? What documents and other artifacts should be included? What are the best practices for saving fan history?
Barry Gold, Ole Tycho Petersen, Jean Marie Stine, Mike Willmoth (M), Ben Yalow

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Delusions of Gender	Gold

		From alien races with one sex or many to human androgynes, hermaphrodites, and beyond, SF has used gender and sexuality as lenses to examine human minds and cultures. Consider the single sex of Ursula K. Le Guin's The Left Hand of Darkness versus the five sexes of Melissa Scott's Shadow Man. The James Tiptree, Jr. Award anthologies also explore these possibilities.
D. M. Atkins, Patricia MacEwen, Jean Marie Stine (M), Juliette Wade

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
Jean Marie Stine, Bruce Taylor

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	E-books and Reading Privacy	Gold

		Your reading preferences can become public with e-books, because you pay by credit card or PayPal and get them via email. Could this depress the market for some kinds of literature? Or will we become brazen enough about our choices that we no longer care?
D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Hugh Daniel, Milt Stevens, Jean Marie Stine (M), Bill Thomasson



Rachel Swirsky

Rachel writes science fiction and fantasy. She's from California. She went to the Iowa Writers Workshop. Before that, she went to Clarion West. She used to be interesting, but now she's a full time writer, which means that she spends all day poking at words and the only thing she can talk about is her stories. She no longer remembers even one party trick. Not even one. This year, Rachel became the first person under 30 to win a Nebula award since Ted Chiang.


	Sunday 11:30 am
	Reading - SF/F	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Authors read from their works. 

Rudy Rucker (M), Rachel Swirsky

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Will the Anthology Market Come Back?	Regency Ballroom 2

		Anthologies have been difficult for publishers for decades. There was a time when they were more consistent sellers, but these days they rarely earn out their advances. What does the future hold for the anthology market?
Jaym Gates, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross, Rachel Swirsky, Karen Williams (M)

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	Finding the Right Voice	Regency Ballroom 2

		When representing different accents and speech patterns in fiction, some authors choose to add the occasional slang term or flourish while others go to the lengths of writing entire novels in a vernacular accent. How much is too much? Is it worth sacrificing readability for authenticity? Tips, strategies and techniques for accurately representing speech in fiction.
Gabrielle Harbowy, Kevin Andrew Murphy, Jason Stewart (M), Rachel Swirsky



Bruce Taylor

Bruce Taylor, aka. "Mr. Magic Realism" writes --Magic Realism, as well as surrealism and Bizarro literature. He was Writer in Residence at Shakespeare & Company, Paris, immediate past-presdident, Seattle Free Lances, and co-editor, with Elton Elliott, of the ground-breaking anthology, "Like Water for Quarks", the intersection of Magic Realism and Science Fiction. His book, "Kafka's Uncle and Other Strange Tales" was nominated for the &NOW Award for Innovative Writing (SUNY, NY). He co-authored a novella ("Stormworld") with Brian Herbert and has just published the second of a "spiritual trilogy" ("The Magic of Wild Places". The first one was "Mountains of the Night") and has four books coming out in the next few months from Eraserhead Press ("Mr. Magic Realism", "Alleymanderous", "The Metamorphosis Blues", "The Industrial Carpet Blues". Bruce worked as a therapist at Harborview Medical Center, Seattle, and was also co-director of The Wellness Program. He is also a hypnotherapist, an avid backpacker; he lives with his partner, Roberta Gregory and their fickle feline Purrrzac in a condo in Seattle with an absolutely smashing view of Mt. Rainier from the writing loft.


	Saturday 2:30 pm
	How to Survive as an Artist or Writer	Gold

		In addition to surviving financially, there's also surviving emotionally. Our panelists discuss their long-term strategies for maintaining sanity in this crazy business.
Terry Bisson (M), Chaz Brenchley, Lisa Goldstein, Daniel Kimmel, Stu Shepherd, Bruce Taylor

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	Environmental Politics of SF/F	Crystal

		SF/F has long dealt with environmental concerns, imagining the future impacts of overpopulation, climate change, peak oil, and water shortages. Contemporary writers talk about the importance of ecological themes in their work.
D. M. Atkins (M), Matthew Joseph Harrington, Bruce Taylor

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
Jean Marie Stine, Bruce Taylor

	Monday 1:00 pm
	The Future of Small Press Publishing	Regency Ballroom 2

		The world of small press publishing has changed over the last two decades. Panelists discuss some of the small press options that weren't available before and where small press is going in the future.
Deborah Ross, Bruce Taylor, Michael Ward (M), Ben Yalow



Karen E. Taylor

Karen E. Taylor is a horror/paranormal author, with eight published novels to date and an eclectic assortment of short fiction which ranges from vampires to ghosts to telepathic, romantic dinosaurs. She claims she starts out to write a "normal" story, but then her characters turn spectral or grow fangs or fur or wings. So she writes what she loves and hopes her readers love it too. She started writing her first novel (Beauty Like the Night) in 1988. It was that novel, published in 1993 under the title of Blood Secrets, that started Karen's career.

In real life, she is mother of two sons, has been married for 32+ years, and owned by two cats and a dog. In her spare time she makes candles and cosmetic creams/lotions. Born in Pittsburgh, PA, Karen attended Grove City College where she earned a bachelor's degree in English Literature and Communication Arts. She currently lives in Los Angeles, but is planning a cross-country relocation this summer. Her "newest" book is entitled HUNGER: The Vampire Legacy and is an omnibus edition containing her first two novels (Blood Secrets and Bitter Blood) to be released June 28, 2011. CRAVE: The Vampire Legacy will be released October, 2011 and contains the third and fourth novels of the original series.


	Friday 5:30 pm
	New Monsters	Crystal

		Tired of vampires, zombies and weres? The time is ripe to introduce an iconic new evil in fiction. What's the next big monster to claim the popular imagination? How do you create a captivating monster?
Valerie E. Frankel, Anders Hudson, Kevin Andrew Murphy (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
James C. Glass, Karen E. Taylor

	Saturday 7:00 pm
	Reading - Horror	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to our writers reading from their horror fiction. 
Jay Hartlove, John Shirley (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Villains vs. Evil	Valley

		Is a great bad guy essential for certain stories to work? What makes for a truly scary villain? Is a villain necessarily evil?
Matthew Joseph Harrington, Milt Stevens, Jason Stewart (M), Karen E. Taylor

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Classic Vampires Versus "New" Vampires	Valley

		Bela Lugosi's Dracula seems as innocent as a dad in a 1950s sitcom compared to the vampires in today's movies and TV shows. What was the old set of rules that defined the lives of vampires? In what ways have different writers changed them, or the way vampires are characterized, while making the legend a more popular source of entertainment than ever before?
D. M. Atkins (M), Chris Garcia, Jay Hartlove, Derek McCaw, Mo Starkey, Karen E. Taylor

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	Paranormal Romance	Crystal

		Paranormal romance is perhaps the most successful sub-genre of speculative fiction in the past 20 years, yet it is also one of the most widely dismissed. Is it something new, or a re-labeling of a very old genre? What are the key elements to paranormal romance, the tropes and traditions, and the key to its success?
Jaym Gates (M), Karen E. Taylor



Brad Templeton

Brad Templeton founded ClariNet Communications Corp (the world's first "dot-com.") He also created and publishes rec.humor.funny, and its web site, www.netfunny.com, the world's longest running blog. He is a director (and was Chairman 2000-2010) of the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF), the leading cyberspace civil rights foundation, and on the board of the Foresight Institute and tech advisor to BitTorrent, Inc. He is currently working on software plans for robotic cars.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Science, Technology, and Law	Regency Ballroom 2

		Once upon a time, radio and television were radical inventions. With the advent of the Internet, email, instant messaging and social media have taken the forefront in social and cultural change. Have they caused revolutions or just sped up the inevitable change?
Ctein (M), David Friedman, Anders Hudson, Brad Templeton, Michael Ward

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Rethinking SETI	Club Regent

		Current issues and controversies in the Search for Extra-terrestrial Intelligence include: Should we send messages ourselves? New ideas about what we're looking for. New search strategies. Have we seen SETI beacons in the past and not realized it? How do we distinguish pulsars from SETI beacons?
M. Christian, G. David Nordley, Rudy Rucker, Brad Templeton (M)

	Sunday 11:30 am
	No More Boots on the Ground?	Crystal

		Are robots and remotely piloted planes precursors of weapon systems that will let human soldiers leave other parts of the front line? To what extent will personal combat remain part of the future of war?
Matthew Joseph Harrington, Mike Shepherd Moscoe, John Shirley (M), Brad Templeton

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Hollywood Science (or lack thereof)	Regency Ballroom 2

		Directors and screenwriters seem to think that we won't notice and that portraying realistic science would interfere with telling a good story.  Break out the extra-strength disbelief suspenders. When does bad science ruin a story and when does it help the narrative flow—or does it ever?
Tom Digby, Wanda Kurtcu, Stu Shepherd, Brad Templeton (M)

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Radical Privacy	Club Regent

		We are losing the presumption of privacy in electronic communications. Can encryption save us, and do we need to be saved?
Hugh Daniel, Brad Templeton (M), Bill Thomasson



Bill Thomasson

Bill Thomasson is a science/medical writer with a PhD in biochemistry and broad interests in all aspects of science and likely futures. What technologies are going to drive the next 40-year long-wave economic cycle? He has been reading SF since the first appearance of Rocket Ship Galileo but didnâ€™t discover cons until 1980. It took him another decade to discover just how much fun it was being on panels. When not working or reading SF, Bill serves as volunteer Treasurer for Chicagoâ€™s annual Disability Pride Parade (he has been legally blind since 2000) and tries to maintain the on-the-ground political activity in which he first became involved at age 67.


	Friday 4:00 pm
	I Forgot To Get A Real Job!	Regency Ballroom 2

		Changing technology and a retooled economy have redefined the world of work. Your father may have been employed 40 years at the same factory, but your life will be quite different. What tools do people need to keep working today? What changes should people be preparing for?
Kyle Aisteach, James C. Glass (M), Bill Thomasson, Karen Williams

	Sunday 11:30 am
	The Thrill of Great Science Writing	Club Regent

		It can do more than just educate you—it can restore your sense of wonder. Carl Sagan, Stephen Hawking and Mary Roach seem to have a gift. What makes their writing and subject matter so intriguing and delightful?
Tom Galloway (M), Norm Sperling, Bill Thomasson

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Radical Privacy	Club Regent

		We are losing the presumption of privacy in electronic communications. Can encryption save us, and do we need to be saved?
Hugh Daniel, Brad Templeton (M), Bill Thomasson

	Sunday 5:30 pm
	E-books and Reading Privacy	Gold

		Your reading preferences can become public with e-books, because you pay by credit card or PayPal and get them via email. Could this depress the market for some kinds of literature? Or will we become brazen enough about our choices that we no longer care?
D. M. Atkins, M. Christian, Hugh Daniel, Milt Stevens, Jean Marie Stine (M), Bill Thomasson

	Monday 10:00 am
	Future Histories of Medicine	Gold

		Medical science fiction from Miles Breuer to Alan Nourse, from the Sector General series by James White, to the Beta Colony in Lois McMaster Bujold's Miles Vorkosigan saga.
Gene Forrer, Patricia MacEwen (M), Deborah Ross, Bill Thomasson

	Monday 11:30 am
	I Fought The Law (of Thermodynamics) and the Law Won	Regency Ballroom 1

		A certain stripe of hard sf confines itself to known physical laws. How does a writer maintain that discipline? Are such stories generally as popular as other sf? Which writers are champions of this artform?
Gene Forrer, James C. Glass (M), G. David Nordley, Bill Thomasson



Andy Trembley

Geek, freak, reader, essayist, costumer, critic, media-junkie, biker, pervert, party-queen, troublemaker, FAN.


	Saturday 11:30 am
	Future Westercons & Bids	California

		Upcoming Westercons and bids present information about their conventions. The 2012 Westercon, ConClusion, will be held in Seattle. The bid for 2013 is for Portland, Oregon. The only current bid for 2014 is for Salt Lake City, Utah.
Gene Armstrong, Bobbie DuFault, Sharon Sbarsky (M), Andy Trembley

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Saturday afternoon's show is 'rated PG' for suggestive language.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley

	Sunday 10:00 pm
	Match Game SF	Club Regent

		Get ready to match the stars! Contestants will be randomly selected from the audience to match wits with our panel, with the object being to guess how the panel answers fill-in-the-blank questions like "Captain Kirk has the biggest ___ in Starfleet." Winners receive prizes worth up to $100, while all contestants receive Lovely Parting Gifts (TM). Sunday night's show content is unrestricted and uncensored, and parental discretion is strongly advised.
Tom Galloway, Chris Garcia, Lisa Hayes, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, Robert Hole, Eric Larson, Allison Lonsdale, Kevin Roche, Kevin Standlee, Andy Trembley



Dave Trowbridge

Dave Trowbridge has been writing high-tech marketing copy for almost thirty years. This has made him an expert in what he calls â€œpulling stuff out of the cave of the flying monkeys,â€� so science fiction is a natural career move. He is co-author with Sherwood Smith of the space-opera series Exordium, now being re-released in a revised e-book edition through Book View CafÃ©. Dave lives in the Santa Cruz Mountains with his writer wife, Deborah J. Ross, and a tri-lingual German Shepherd Dog responsible for three cats.


	Friday 2:30 pm
	History Is Written By The Winners	Crystal

		How much of what we know about history may be wrong? (How did we find out it was wrong?)
Jay Hartlove (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Dave Smeds, Milt Stevens, Dave Trowbridge

	Friday 4:00 pm
	Book View Café	Crystal

		Book View Café started as a cooperative to make the authors' out-of-print books from major houses available to a new generation of readers, but it has since expanded to original publishing. Book View Café members and co-authors talk about the cooperative.
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff (M), Chaz Brenchley, Deborah Ross, Dave Trowbridge

	Saturday 10:00 am
	Alien Language	Gold

		When we do hear from ETs, how will we interpret what they are saying? What assumptions can we safely make about common elements of language and communications? Do we want to let them know we received their message? How different could an alien language be, given that it still must communicate warnings and enable communication as human languages do?
Tom Digby, Daryl Frazetti, Patricia MacEwen (M), Dave Trowbridge, Juliette Wade

	Saturday 11:30 am
	From Hell to the Boardroom	Valley

		The source of evil in horror stories used to be infernal; now it tends to be corporate. Is it a bad thing that corporations are the new bogeymen? What, if anything, are we missing with this change?
Paul Carlson, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, John Shirley, Jason Stewart (M), Dave Trowbridge

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Reading - Science Fiction	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to three of our authors read from their science fiction works. 
Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Deborah Ross (M), Dave Trowbridge

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Autographing Session	Imperial Ballroom

		
Daryl Frazetti, Dave Trowbridge

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Fantasy and Monarchy	Regency Ballroom 2

		Many fantasy novels revolve around kings and queens, princes and princesses, tyrannical emperors and long-lost heirs to the throne. How much of fantasy's appeal is grounded in a monarchical setting, and how can this long-standing tradition of genre be updated, refreshed, or abandoned entirely?
Chaz Brenchley, Erin Hoffman, Dave Trowbridge, Karen Williams (M)



Diana Vick

Diana Vick is vice chair, creative director, and co-founder of Steamcon, one of the largest steampunk conventions held thus far.  For the past several years, she has been speaking on the topic of steampunk at many conventions across the country, beginning with the infamous â€œguerilla steampunk panelâ€� that she instigated at Dragoncon in Atlanta.  She has been interviewed by Womenâ€™s Wear Daily Fast, and Seattle Metropolitan Magazine, and appeared on King Five News.   She has written many articles and guest blogs on the subject of steampunk and has many more in the works.  She has a few short stories and serials in the works as well.  One of her steampunk costumes took grand prize in the masquerade at Orycon in 2009.  Even her art has taken a decidedly steampunk direction lately and you can find examples of this on her Zazzle site at www.zazzle.com/artvixn.   To find more of her art, costumes and articles, you may go to www.dianavick.com. 


	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Must I Wear a Corset?: The Soiled Dove vs. The Lady Explorer	Regency Ballroom 1

		The feminine steampunk silhouette and the problems thereof.
Sandy Manning (M), Ilana Murray, Diana Vick

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Pretty Pretty Princess vs Tank Girl	Gold

		The pleasantries and pitfalls of costume for the female fan. What does a fan girl do when she doesn't look like the "source" material or—heaven forfend—doesn't care.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Leigh Ann Hildebrand (M), Gretchen Kisler, Diana Vick

	Monday 1:00 pm
	The Steampunk Playground	Gold

		If Tolkien defined epic fantasy, and Howard defined sword & sorcery, who defined Steampunk? What are the seminal Steampunk texts, if any, and how have they influenced the subgenre?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Gene Forrer, Ole Tycho Petersen (M), Diana Vick, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska



Linda "Kitty" von Braskat Crowe

Started reading SF&F (Arthur C. Clarke, Robert Heinlein) back in High School. First con attended was a Westercon in Oakland (OakLaCon)in mid-70's with my daughter, Sabre. Active in the SCA with my daughter on and off since AS VI; wrote "Fair Mistland". Secretary for Marion Zimmer Bradley's "Friends of Darkover" Fan Club. First humourous SF Filk written was "Jawas Roasting On An Open Pyre"; first serious SF Filk written was "Judith's Song". Currently enjoying being a grandmother of a brand new 3rd Generation Fan.


	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Eye of Argon	Valley

		Is the "Eye of Argon" the worst piece of fiction ever published or an amazing comedic manuscript?  Come and read aloud with us.  You only have to read until you laugh.
Don Simpson, Linda "Kitty" von Braskat Crowe



Juliette Wade

Juliette Wade has a very serious background in linguistics and anthropology that has turned into a great resource for creating new languages and cultures in science fiction and fantasy. Her work has appeared Analog magazine (my first cover this year! Whee!). She hosts a blog on worldbuilding, grammar geekiness, and other adventures in sf/f at http://talktoyouniverse.blogspot.com


	Saturday 10:00 am
	Alien Language	Gold

		When we do hear from ETs, how will we interpret what they are saying? What assumptions can we safely make about common elements of language and communications? Do we want to let them know we received their message? How different could an alien language be, given that it still must communicate warnings and enable communication as human languages do?
Tom Digby, Daryl Frazetti, Patricia MacEwen (M), Dave Trowbridge, Juliette Wade

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Reading - Science Fiction	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to two of our authors read from their science fiction works. 
Kyle Aisteach, Juliette Wade (M), Cliff Winnig

	Sunday 10:00 am
	Problems with First Contact	Regency Ballroom 2

		Sometimes advanced aliens contact humanity, and sometimes spacefaring humans are doing the contacting. But once contact has happened, what is the moral dimension? Is it immoral to leave individuals in primitive poverty in the hope that they might one day develop their own culture? Can advanced peoples colonize a planet inhabited by primitives and live in peace with them?
Tom Digby, Margaret McGaffey Fisk, G. David Nordley, Mike Sheffield (M), Juliette Wade

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	Delusions of Gender	Gold

		From alien races with one sex or many to human androgynes, hermaphrodites, and beyond, SF has used gender and sexuality as lenses to examine human minds and cultures. Consider the single sex of Ursula K. Le Guin's The Left Hand of Darkness versus the five sexes of Melissa Scott's Shadow Man. The James Tiptree, Jr. Award anthologies also explore these possibilities.
D. M. Atkins, Patricia MacEwen, Jean Marie Stine (M), Juliette Wade

	Monday 11:30 am
	Getting the Details Right	Crystal

		How hard is it to learn basic science and tech if you're a writer who skated through that part of his or her education? How can that be overcome? Does it matter? How does credible science in a story bolster the believability of the parts that are obviously fabricated?
Paul Carlson, Gabrielle Harbowy, Robert Hole (M), Mike Shepherd Moscoe, Juliette Wade

	Monday 1:00 pm
	Art Forms for Other Senses	California

		What sort of art would be made by species whose senses differ from our own? Imagine scent-paintings, sonic tapestries, symphonies of electromagnetic radiation, and sculptures of pressure and convection currents in a fluid medium….
Jaym Gates (M), Juliette Wade



Michael Ward

Mike Ward runs Hidden Knowledge, an electronic small press. Heâ€™s also built a vast â€œcoffee table bookâ€� website about magazine illustration, 1870-1940. (Google â€œmagazine cover artâ€�) Heâ€™s been active in the SF/F community for many years, and it was learning how to typeset a zine that got him involved with printing and type software for eight years at Adobe. In an earlier life he designed precision instrumentation and huge color printing machines. He has two EE/CS degrees and two patents, and is probably the only person to have published an SF story in Serials Librarian. Websites: www.hidden-knowledge.com www.magazineart.org


	Friday 2:30 pm
	Science, Technology, and Law	Regency Ballroom 2

		Once upon a time, radio and television were radical inventions. With the advent of the Internet, email, instant messaging and social media have taken the forefront in social and cultural change. Have they caused revolutions or just sped up the inevitable change?
Ctein (M), David Friedman, Anders Hudson, Brad Templeton, Michael Ward

	Sunday 1:00 pm
	The Internet Goes Interplanetary	Club Regent

		The "internet protocol" has been extended to support connectivity and communications off-planet. You may not be able to Instant Message but you will be able to send email. How will this affect long-duration space exploration?
Hugh Daniel, Rudy Rucker, Steve Savitzky, Michael Siladi (M), Michael Ward

	Monday 1:00 pm
	The Future of Small Press Publishing	Regency Ballroom 2

		The world of small press publishing has changed over the last two decades. Panelists discuss some of the small press options that weren't available before and where small press is going in the future.
Deborah Ross, Bruce Taylor, Michael Ward (M), Ben Yalow



Karen Williams

Karen Williams lives in Silicon Valley with two turtles and a traveling boyfriend. She founded the SF in SF reading series with Terry Bisson, and is on the Committee of the Milford UK professional SF workshop. She's sold some stories. You should read them.


	Friday 4:00 pm
	I Forgot To Get A Real Job!	Regency Ballroom 2

		Changing technology and a retooled economy have redefined the world of work. Your father may have been employed 40 years at the same factory, but your life will be quite different. What tools do people need to keep working today? What changes should people be preparing for?
Kyle Aisteach, James C. Glass (M), Bill Thomasson, Karen Williams

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	After Borders, What?	Valley

		A decade ago we were all hearing that independent shops were doomed because Borders was taking over. Now Borders is in Chapter 11 bankruptcy. What's next for bookstores, independent and otherwise?
D. M. Atkins, Tom Galloway (M), Jean Marie Stine, Karen Williams

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Horror Tropes as Social Commentary	Regency Ballroom 1

		Godzilla was about the horrors of the atom bomb. Zombie movies have recently commented on robotic consumerism, but owe their origins to white guilt. Vampirism has been used as a metaphor for AIDS. Let's take a look at the messages that writers and directors have slipped in between the chills and gore.
Jeff Carlson, John Shirley (M), Jason Stewart, Karen Williams

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	SF in SF	Club Regent

		SF in SF is an ongoing reading series bringing quality science fiction, fantasy, and horror authors to the Bay Area literary community since 2005. Westercon is pleased to host a special San José edition of SF in SF.
Terry Bisson (M), Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Patricia McKillip, Karen Williams, Mike Willmoth

	Sunday 10:00 am
	How to Promote Yourself as a Writer Without Being Obnoxious	Crystal

		Not all promotion is good promotion. Where does one draw the line between constructive and destructive promotion?
Valerie E. Frankel, Jaym Gates (M), Erin Hoffman, Karen Williams

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	Fantasy and Monarchy	Regency Ballroom 2

		Many fantasy novels revolve around kings and queens, princes and princesses, tyrannical emperors and long-lost heirs to the throne. How much of fantasy's appeal is grounded in a monarchical setting, and how can this long-standing tradition of genre be updated, refreshed, or abandoned entirely?
Chaz Brenchley, Erin Hoffman, Dave Trowbridge, Karen Williams (M)

	Sunday 4:00 pm
	Will the Anthology Market Come Back?	Regency Ballroom 2

		Anthologies have been difficult for publishers for decades. There was a time when they were more consistent sellers, but these days they rarely earn out their advances. What does the future hold for the anthology market?
Jaym Gates, Marty Halpern, Deborah Ross, Rachel Swirsky, Karen Williams (M)



Mike Willmoth

Mike Willmoth has been a science fiction fan since an early age. After starting out reading comic books he moved on to Tom Swift Jr, then EE â€œDocâ€� Smith, Asimov, Clarke & Heinlein. He is also a fan of fantasy, particularly of Tolkien and Brooks. Besides literature Mike enjoyed Lost In Space growing up and, of course, Star Trek. Heâ€™s been to opening day, usually the opening showing, for every Star Wars movie since the beginning. With the popularity of sf/f on television his most recent favorites are Babylon 5, Farscape and Stargate: SG1.

Mikeâ€™s fannish career started when his friend from work, Jean Goddin, asked him to meet her at LepreCon 13, the local art sf/f convention in Phoenix, in 1987. From friend to girlfriend to wife, Jean and Mike entered fandom with CactusCon (NASFiC 1987 in Phoenix, AZ) with Jean Committee for Computer Game Room and Mike as Senior Staff. Mike went on to run a few computer rooms himself, then programming for LepreCons and CopperCons and Westercon 45 before becoming Online Liaison with the advent of the internet. Most recently he has been Hotel Liaison and Chair, particularly of World Horror Con 2004, World Fantasy Con 2004 and Westercon 62 in 2009, all in the Phoenix area.

He is currently Chairman of the Board of Leprecon Inc, Central Region Director of ASFA Inc (Association of Science Fiction & Fantasy Artists), board member of the World Horror Society and World Fantasy. Besides conventions his hobbies include traveling, ham radio, scuba diving, and reading. He is self-employed as a computer consultant, travel agent and runs the family business. He lives in Scottsdale, AZ, with his wife, Jean, their dog Lambchop, and a herd of cats.


	Friday 12:00 pm
	Opening Ceremonies	California

		The con chair will bring out the large wooden badger containing... Wait. Wrong movie. Ahem. Join con chair Glenn Glazer as he introduces our Guests of Honor: Patricia McKillip, Phil & Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth

	Friday 7:30 pm
	Meet the Guests	Regency Ballroom 1

		Come meet our Guests of Honors Patricia McKillip, Phil and Kaja Foglio, and Mike Willmoth.  Mingle with our program participants.  Buy them drinks and listen to great stories and bad jokes.  Hosted by Chairman Glenn Glazer.
Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	e-Fandom	Regency Ballroom 1

		Instant communication has changed the face of fandom. No longer tied to the vagaries of mimeograph machines and snail mail, fandom has become more immediate and less parochial. Or has it? Is it still a proud and lonely thing to be a fan?
Glenn Glazer, Ole Tycho Petersen, Mike Willmoth (M), Ben Yalow

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Fan History	Crystal

		Should the history of fandom be preserved? If so (or not), why? What documents and other artifacts should be included? What are the best practices for saving fan history?
Barry Gold, Ole Tycho Petersen, Jean Marie Stine, Mike Willmoth (M), Ben Yalow

	Saturday 5:30 pm
	SF in SF	Club Regent

		SF in SF is an ongoing reading series bringing quality science fiction, fantasy, and horror authors to the Bay Area literary community since 2005. Westercon is pleased to host a special San José edition of SF in SF.
Terry Bisson (M), Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Patricia McKillip, Karen Williams, Mike Willmoth

	Sunday 2:30 pm
	25 Things I learned from SF	Crystal

		How much of what you know did you get from science fiction? Chromatophores and Kuiper belts, tesseracts and teratrogens—what Newton dreamt and how anarchy might work—we've all received innumerable infodumps. How has science fiction shaped your life, your worldview, and the cool stuff you spout at parties?
Kyle Aisteach, Paul Carlson, Daryl Frazetti, Sandy Manning, Mike Willmoth (M)

	Monday 10:00 am
	Collecting SF Art	Regency Ballroom 1

		Appreciating works of SF art is one thing - but how do you go about collecting it? How do you find the art you're interested in, how much should you be paying for it, and how do you display and store it? An introduction to taking your love of art that one further step - and what to expect when you do
James Stanley Daugherty, John Hertz, Mike Willmoth (M)

	Monday 11:30 am
	Astronomy as a Hobby	California

		Our panelists talk about the joys of amateur astronomy and how to get started in the hobby. Getting started doesn't need to be expensive or time-consuming.
Michael Siladi, Mike Willmoth (M)

	Monday 2:30 pm
	Closing Ceremonies	California

		Thank you for helping to make Westercon 64 a success. Say goodbye to our guests of honor and hear more about next year's Westercon in Seattle.
Bobbie DuFault, Kaja Foglio, Phil Foglio, Glenn Glazer (M), Patricia McKillip, Mike Willmoth



Cliff Winnig

Cliff Winnig's short fiction appears in the anthologies Footprints and the Aether Age: Helios (Hadley Rille Books) and in Cinema Spec, Retro Spec, and the forthcoming Jack-oâ€™-Spec (Raven Electrick Ink). The twitterzines Outshine and Thaumatrope have published his very short fiction. He is a graduate of the Clarion writing workshop and a past finalist in the Writers of the Future contest. When not writing, Cliff plays sitar, studies tai chi and aikido, and joins his wife Debby in both choral singing and social dance, including ballroom, swing, salsa, and Argentine tango.


	Saturday 1:00 pm
	Reading - Science Fiction	Imperial Ballroom Reading Area

		Come listen to two of our authors read from their science fiction works. 
Kyle Aisteach, Juliette Wade (M), Cliff Winnig

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Concert: Cliff Winnig	California

		Cliff Winnig will be playing Sitar music
Cliff Winnig

	Monday 10:00 am
	To Market: How to Sell Short Stories	Valley

		Submitting a story to a journal, anthology or magazine might seem as simple as attaching a Word document to an email and firing it off, but is it? How do you know the appropriate market for your fiction? How much is enough money to be paid for your work? How should you approach an editor? What are the dos and don'ts of getting published in the speculative short fiction marketplace?
Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff, John DeChancie, Marty Halpern (M), Deirdre Saoirse Moen, Cliff Winnig



Alan Winston

Alan Winston started Regency dancing -- English country dancing with choreographed waltzes - in 1978 in Los Angeles and encountered mainstream ECD after moving to the San Francisco Bay Area in 1985. A co-founder of the Bay Area English Regency Society (www.baers.org), he has been leading Regency dancing since 1985 and mainstream ECD since 1990, with sporadic adventures into Victorian and Edwardian dance and English Ceilidh. Dances he's written include "Square-Cut Jade", "Moon Over Archangel" (to tunes by Ruth Ann Fraley), and "Abbesses", set to tunes from the Thomas Wilson waltz manual of 1815. A computer systems administrator in professional life, he combined vocation and avocation by starting the English Country Dance email discussion list in 1996, which is still going strong; see www.bacds.org/mailman/listinfo/ecd for information. Alan amuses himself (but hardly anyone else) by playing recorder. 


	Sunday 7:30 pm
	Regency Dance	Regency Ballroom 2

		The English Regency was just over a decade, but it has had a broad influence on everything from literature to music and dance. Don't worry if you don't know the steps—expert Alan Winston and his staff will teach you as they call the dances.
Alan Winston



Ben Yalow

Ben Yalow has been to over 700 conventions, and worked on several hundred of them, at jobs ranging from gofer to regional convention chair to Worldcon Division Head. He's also edited four books for NESFA Press.


	Friday 1:00 pm
	Harder and Harder SF	Gold

		Stories with a strong affinity for real science are thought to define the SF genre but it's a definition that seems to changed radically in the last couple of decades. What stories, considered "hard" SF today, are stretching the meaning into new shapes for tomorrow?
Art Bozlee, Barry Gold, Kevin Andrew Murphy, G. David Nordley, Ben Yalow (M)

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	e-Fandom	Regency Ballroom 1

		Instant communication has changed the face of fandom. No longer tied to the vagaries of mimeograph machines and snail mail, fandom has become more immediate and less parochial. Or has it? Is it still a proud and lonely thing to be a fan?
Glenn Glazer, Ole Tycho Petersen, Mike Willmoth (M), Ben Yalow

	Saturday 4:00 pm
	Fan History	Crystal

		Should the history of fandom be preserved? If so (or not), why? What documents and other artifacts should be included? What are the best practices for saving fan history?
Barry Gold, Ole Tycho Petersen, Jean Marie Stine, Mike Willmoth (M), Ben Yalow

	Monday 1:00 pm
	The Future of Small Press Publishing	Regency Ballroom 2

		The world of small press publishing has changed over the last two decades. Panelists discuss some of the small press options that weren't available before and where small press is going in the future.
Deborah Ross, Bruce Taylor, Michael Ward (M), Ben Yalow



Michaelina Misha Zmijewska




	Friday 1:00 pm
	Steampunk As Creative Anachronism	Regency Ballroom 1

		Writers of fiction and re-enactors inspired by the Age of Steam often pay close attention to the technology and fashion, but what about the way the characters think and behave? To what extent do characters remain faithful to Ninteenth Century thought processes, beliefs and understandings about the world around them? How can a modern writer or re-enactor develop characters that are as realistic as possible while still being pragmatic in the modern world?
Thomas Badillo, Norm Sperling (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Friday 4:00 pm
	Costuming on a Budget	California

		How to use thrift shops and scavenging techniques to make a costume, and how you can make an inexpensive item mimic an expensive one.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Sandy Manning (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Saturday 1:00 pm
	An Introduction to Steampunk Costuming	Regency Ballroom 2

		Steampunk costuming doesn't have to be intimidating. Our panelists will give you the basics that you need to start enjoying the hobby of steampunk costuming.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Gene Forrer, Laura Brodian Freas (M), Mette Hedin, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Saturday 2:30 pm
	Your Favorite Steampunk Gadgets	Crystal

		Why are there so many dirigibles in alternate timelines? What hostile steam-powered clank has the best chance against Robert E. Lee?  Panelists discuss their favorite steampunk gadgetry from costume elements to aircraft.
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Gene Forrer, Norm Sperling (M), Michaelina Misha Zmijewska

	Monday 1:00 pm
	The Steampunk Playground	Gold

		If Tolkien defined epic fantasy, and Howard defined sword & sorcery, who defined Steampunk? What are the seminal Steampunk texts, if any, and how have they influenced the subgenre?
Sarah Mazel Beebe, Kory Doyle, Gene Forrer, Ole Tycho Petersen (M), Diana Vick, Michaelina Misha Zmijewska





Westercon Bylaws


As of Close of 2010 Westercon


The following document is the current text of the Westercon Bylaws
and Standing Rules, as of the close of Westercon 63 (Pasadena
CA). Amendments to the Westercon Bylaws ratified at Westercon 63
are indicated by strikethrough type except for renumbering of sections
and cross-references required by the removal of what had been Section 3.4. Linda Deneroff and Kevin
Standlee prepared this document based on the results of the Westercon 63
Business Meeting. No items of business are passed on to Westercon 64
(San
José CA).
Following the Standing Rules is the draft Agenda for the 2011
Business Meeting.


1 General Provisions


1.1 Name and Date


It is traditional, but not obligatory, that the West Coast Science
Fantasy Conference (Westercon) shall take place over the July 4th weekend.


1.2 Guests of Honor


It is traditional, but not obligatory, that Westercon Guests
of Honor and other notables be selected from among SF personalities residing within
the Westercon geographical area.


1.3 Membership Classes


There shall be at least two classes of membership in Westercon:
supporting and attending. The committee shall notify the members of their membership
class in a timely fashion.


1.3.1 Supporting Members


Supporting members shall receive any progress reports or any
other generally mailed publications published after the member joins the Westercon,
including the Program Book, and may exercise any voting rights permitted by any
other part of these bylaws, except attending the Business Meeting. All Westercons
shall be required to offer supporting memberships until at least thirty (30) days
prior to the opening of the Westercon, and such supporting memberships shall not
cost more than one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the voting fee charged when
the site of the Westercon was selected. Any class of membership offered by a Westercon
costing at least as much as a supporting membership shall include a supporting membership.


1.3.2 Attending Members


Attending members shall have all of the rights of supporting
members, plus the right to attend the Westercon and the business meeting(s) held
there, subject to the restrictions established by the other parts of these bylaws.


1.3.3 Restriction of Memberships


Each Westercon committee shall have the right to limit the activities
of its attendees, either individually or in groups, insofar as such activities endanger,
physically or legally, other persons or property. Such limitations may include,
but are not limited to, closing down parties, ejecting persons from the Westercon,
or turning offenders over to other authorities. No refund of membership need be
given in such circumstances. Each member, in purchasing his/her membership, agrees
to abide by these bylaws.


1.4 Name Badges and Membership Numbers


All committees shall issue name badges for all attending members.
Name badges for pre-registered members shall display the member’s name in no less
than 24-point bold type. All committees shall assign a unique membership number
upon processing of a membership. This number provided to each member with the site
selection ballot and with each progress report, shall be printed on membership name
badges, and shall be used for site-selection purposes. In the event a membership
is transferred, the old membership number, if applicable, shall be noted, both on
the badge and on registration information used for site-selection voting administration.
Membership badges or other proof of membership remain the property of the Westercon
committee for the duration of the conference and may be confiscated for cause; no
refund of membership fees need be given in such circumstances.


1.5 Archive of Bylaws


The Los Angeles Science Fantasy Society, Inc. (LASFS) shall act
as an archive to the Westercon bylaws and the minutes of business meetings. Each
committee shall reimburse LASFS for the costs of copying and forwarding copies of
the Bylaws and Minutes to those who request them. A copy of the minutes, including
the text of motions passed by the business meeting, shall be sent to LASFS within
two (2) months of the close of each Westercon by the administering Westercon. LASFS
shall maintain the Westercon bylaws and shall forward one copy of the current bylaws,
including the text of any amendment to the bylaws awaiting secondary ratification,
to the current Westercon committee within four (4) months of the close of the previous
Westercon. The current Westercon shall provide copies of the Bylaws to the committees
of all Westercon bids for the year which that Westercon is administering the site-selection.


1.6 Distribution of Bylaws to Members


The Westercon Bylaws, as well as the complete text of any amendment
awaiting secondary ratification, shall be published in at least one (1) progress
report and in the program book of the current Westercon each year. Failure to publish
this information shall not affect the procedure to amend the bylaws as stated in
Article 4.


1.7 Westercon Service Mark


All Westercons shall publish, in all publications such as promotional
flyers, progress reports, and program book, the following notice: “‘Westercon’ is
a registered service mark of the Los Angeles Science Fantasy Society, Inc.”



1.8 Responsibilities of Administering Westercon


It is a responsibility of each Westercon to enforce the provisions
of these bylaws.


1.9 Committee Failure


Should a Westercon Committee declare itself unable to fulfill
its duties, the Board of Directors of the Los Angeles Science Fantasy Society shall
determine alternate arrangements for that Westercon.


2 Westercon Business Meeting


2.1 Scheduling of Sessions


At least one (1) regular session of the Westercon business meeting
must be scheduled at each Westercon. No regular session of the Westercon business
meeting shall be scheduled to start prior to 11 AM, nor later than 2 PM, nor on
the last day of the Westercon. A special session, at which site-selection business
shall be the sole order of business, may be scheduled on the last day of the convention,
provided that said special meeting is scheduled to begin no earlier than 11 AM or
later than 2 PM. All sessions occurring during the same Westercon, be they regular,
adjourned, or special, shall be considered, for procedural purposes, as the same
parliamentary session.


2.2 Site-Selection Business


Site-selection business shall be in order at any session of the
business meeting. Site-selection business shall include, but need not be limited
to, the announcement of the results of the balloting and of a winner if one is produced
by the balloting, or of a site-selection resolution, as hereafter defined, if one
is necessary see Section 3.16>. The winner of the site-selection may be announced
prior to the site-selection business meeting, if one is held.


2.3 Quorum


For business other than site-selection business, a quorum of
fifteen (15) attending members of the current Westercon shall be required. For site-selection
business, the quorum shall be those attending members of the current Westercon who
attend the meeting. All those persons voting at any meeting must be attending members
of the current Westercon. Except as noted in these bylaws or in such rules of order
as may be adopted, all business requires a simple majority to pass.


2.4 Parliamentary Authority


The current edition of Robert's
Rules of Order Newly Revised shall be the parliamentary authority of the Westercon
business meeting except where it conflicts with these bylaws or with any special
rules of order which may be adopted by the business meeting.


3 Westercon Site-Selection


3.1 Eligibility of Sites


Any site on the North American continent west of the 104th west
meridian, or in the state of Hawaii, shall be eligible to be the site of a Westercon,
except as restricted by the provisions of these bylaws.


Provided that, upon the annexation of Australia by the
United States of America or the annexation of the United States of America by Australia,
Section 3.1 shall be amended to read:


“Any site in Australia, or on
the North American continent west of the 104th west meridian, or in the state of
Hawaii, shall be eligible to be the site of a Westercon, except as restricted by
the provisions of these bylaws.”


[Note: On a parliamentary
inquiry based on a question of when the annexation must take place for a site to
be eligible, the 2002 Business Meeting decided that a bid for an Australian site
is eligible, even if the annexation has not yet taken place, provided that the annexation
has taken place by the filing deadline for the intervening Westercon (the April
15th following the Westercon at which the Australian Westercon is selected),
and that if the Australian site has been selected, and the annexation has not taken
place by that date, then this shall constitute committee failure, as covered by
Section 1.9]


3.2 Site Selection Zones


The following Site Selection Zones are defined within the area
defined in section 3.1:


	3.2.1: North: Sites in North America north of the 42nd north parallel.


	3.2.2: Central: Sites in North America between the North and South zones.


	3.2.3: South: Hawaii; California south of and including San Luis Obispo,
Kern, and San Bernardino Counties; Nevada south of and including Clark County; Arizona;
New Mexico; and all countries, states, provinces, territories, or other political
subdivisions southward within North America.


	3.2.4: Other: Any location otherwise eligible under section 3.1 not
part of the above zones.



3.3 Regional Exclusion Zone


No site within the Site Selection Zone containing the site of
the Westercon administering the site-selection election shall be eligible to
bid, except as provided in this section. If no eligible bids are filed by the
January 1st of the year of the site-selection balloting, then all sites defined
in section 3.1 shall be eligible, subject to the provisions of section 3.4.


3.4 Local Exclusion Zone


No site within 75 miles of the Westercon administering
the site-selection election shall be eligible to bid, except as provided in
section 3.17.


3.4 Filing Deadline for Ballot


Only those eligible bids whose filing paperwork required by section
3.5 is in the possession of the administering Westercon by the April 15th preceding
the balloting shall be listed on the ballot.


[Note: On a parliamentary
inquiry at the time of ratification of the text of the above section, it was ruled
that “If the filing paperwork can be verified to be at the address of the administering
convention, it is in the committee's possession.”]


3.5 Filing Requirements


A Westercon bid committee must provide written evidence of
the following: At least two (2) separate people declaring themselves Chairman
and Treasurer; an organizing instrument such as bylaws, articles of
incorporation or association, or a partnership agreement; and a letter of
intent or option from a hotel or other facility declaring specific dates on
which the Westercon shall be held; and, for a sponsoring organization from
within the United States of America, evidence that the sponsoring organization
is a non-profit association or corporation within the applicable state law of
the sponsoring organization.


3.6 Eligibility of Voters


Site-selection voting shall be limited to those persons who are
attending or supporting members of the administering Westercon and who have paid
a voting fee toward their membership in the Westercon being selected. Other classes
of membership may vote only upon the unanimous agreement of all qualified bidding
committees. One person equals one membership equals one vote. Corporations, Associations,
and other non-human entities may vote only for “No Preference.” “Guest of” memberships
must be transferred to an individual before voting for anything other than “No Preference.”


3.7 Voting Fee


The voting fee shall be twenty US dollars (US$20.00) or the local
equivalent unless the committees listed on the ballot and the administering Westercon
agree unanimously to charge a different amount.


3.8 Minimum Rights of Voters


The payment of the voting fee shall make the voter at least a
full supporting member of the Westercon being selected, and may make the voter an
attending member at the discretion of the winning bid.


3.9 Prototype Ballot


The Los Angeles Science Fantasy
Society, Inc. (LASFS) shall prepare a prototype site-selection ballot, including
instructions for preparation of the ballot, and shall provide the prototype to each
administering Westercon at the same time the bylaws are provided to the administering
Westercon as provided for in section 1.5.
Upon receipt of the prototype, the administering Westercon shall complete the ballot
by filing in the information about the eligible bid committees, including the dates
of the proposed Westercons, the voting fee, minimum membership requirements, including
the cost of a supporting membership in the administering Westercon, and the address
to which site-selection ballots should be sent. The administering Westercon shall
be responsible for the publication and the distribution of the ballots to the membership
of the administering Westercon. All eligible bids received in accordance with sections
3.4 and 3.5 shall be included on the ballot. The ballot shall also include entries for “No Preference”
and “None of the Above,” and shall provide space for at least one (1) write-in bid.
The ballot shall be a secret ballot, specially marked for preferential voting with
an explanation of the method of counting preferential votes.


3.10 Distribution of Ballot


The site-selection ballot and full rules for site-selection voting,
including the deadlines for voting by mail, shall be mailed on or before the May
10th preceding the voting to all members of the administering Westercon as of one
week before the mailing. The ballot and full rules for site-selection, including
the hours during which site-selection will take place and the location of the site-selection,
shall be given to all attending members upon registration at the Westercon, or such
information shall be prominently displayed at the registration area throughout the
Westercon.


3.11 Deadline for Voting by Mail


All ballots received by the administering Westercon prior to
June 20 shall be counted.


3.12 Bid Presentations


Each eligible bid committee shall have at least fifteen (15)
minutes of scheduled program time on the first full day of the administering Westercon
for the purpose of making a bidding presentation.


3.13 At-Conference Voting


Site-selection shall be open for at least six (6) hours between
the hours of 11 AM and Midnight on the day before the business meeting at which
site-selection business is scheduled. All on-site balloting shall be from one central
location, under the supervision of the administering Westercon. If no site-selection
business meeting is scheduled, then site-selection shall be open for at least six
(6) hours between the hours of 11 AM and Midnight on the next-to-last day of the
administering Westercon.


3.14 Verification of Ballots


Properly completed ballots shall contain: the member’s printed
name; the member’s membership number as assigned by the administering Westercon;
the member’s dated signature; the member’s address of record with the current Westercon;
the member’s current address if different; and the member’s vote(s) as defined elsewhere
in this article. Verification of the ballots shall consist of matching the name
and number of the member with the records of the administering Westercon. Ballots
received by the committee prior to June 20, and any others received by mail which
may be counted, shall be held by the administering Westercon until the opening of
the Westercon, at which time they shall be verified by the administering Westercon
and the bidders.


3.15 Counting of Ballots


The administering Westercon
shall arrange for the counting of ballots, and each eligible bid committee shall
be allowed to send at least two (2) observers to such ballot-counting. The count
shall be by preferential ballot. The winner shall be that bid which gains a majority
of those votes expressing preference for a bid. For the purpose of vote counting,
“None of the Above” shall be treated as if it were a bid. “None of the Above” and
votes for ineligible bids shall count toward the total number of votes cast. Blank
ballots, illegal or illegible ballots, and votes for “No Preference” shall not count
toward the total number of votes cast. All vote totals of final results and of all
intermediate counts shall be made available at or before the closing ceremony.


3.16 Procedures
When No Bid Wins or is Eligible


Should no eligible bid gain the needed majority, or should there
be no
qualified bidding committee, or should “None of the Above” win, a three-fourths
(3/4) majority of the site-selection business meeting of the administering Westercon
may award the Westercon to any bid, or a simple majority of the meeting may decide
that they are unable to decide. If the business meeting does not choose a site,
the Board of Directors of the Los Angeles Science Fantasy Society, Inc. shall choose
a site within six (6) weeks of the close of the administering Westercon. If “None
of the Above” wins, none of the bids which were on the ballot may be selected. A
site chosen under the provisions of this section shall not be restricted by any
portion of this article except this section and section 3.1.


3.17 Availability of Results


The results of the balloting shall be reported to the site-selection
business meeting of the administering Westercon, if one is held. A record of the
results of the balloting, including all intermediate counts and distinguishing between
the by-mail and at-con ballots, shall be published in the first or second progress
report of the winning Westercon.


3.18 Hand-Carried Ballots


The administering Westercon shall accept hand-carried ballots,
which are otherwise valid ballots delivered to the administering Westercon by someone
other than the member who prepared the ballot.


4 Procedure for Amendment of These Bylaws


4.1 Method of Adoption


Amendments to the Westercon Bylaws must be ratified by the majority
vote of the business meetings in two consecutive years. Proposed amendments shall
be read in full by the chairman of the business meeting immediately before being
voted upon.


4.2 Primary and Secondary Ratification


The secretary of the business meeting at which an amendment receives
primary (first year) ratification shall submit an exact copy of the amendment to
the following year’s Westercon business meeting. The question of secondary (second
year) ratification is debatable and is amendable only to the extent that such amendments
do not increase the scope of the original bylaw amendment.


4.3 Effective Date of Amendments


Unless otherwise provided, amendments shall take effect at the
close of the Westercon where they receive final ratification. Operating rules for
already-selected Westercons shall not be changed by amendments to the bylaws. Rules
regarding eligibility and voting procedures for site-selection are not considered
to be operating rules.


Standing Rules


1. Close Debate.Before
proceeding to take a vote on a motion for the Previous Question, the presiding officer
shall ask for a show of hands of how many people still wish to speak to the pending
motion. This rule does not allow debate on the motion for the Previous Question.


Business Passed On and Draft Agenda for Westercon 64


1. Call to Order


2. Committee Reports


There are no active committees of the Business Meeting.


3. Pending Bylaw Amendments


There were no amendments passed by the Westercon 63 Business Meeting.


4. New Business


Bylaws amendments passed by the Westercon

Business Meeting will be passed on to the following year’s Westercon for ratification.


5. Announcements


6. Adjournment


The above copy of the Bylaws,
Standing Rules, and Business Passed On of the West Coast Science Fantasy Conference
is hereby certified to be true, correct, and complete, effective as of the close
of Westercon ,
July
4, 2010.


Kevin Standlee, Chairman


Linda Deneroff, Secretary


Westercon Business Meeting


